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PREFACE

Anthrapology is the science which deals with the comparative
study of man as a physical and cultural being.
It has main two branches:

ij . Physical Anthropology and i) cultural Anthropology.

Physical anthropology is concerned with a man as @ physical
organism in time and space. Here time means the stages of
development of man in process aof evolution during period of
time, space refers to the differentiation of the physical types in
modern man living in different parts of the warld.

i}y . Cultural anthropology is concerned with the study af man
as a cultural being, his work, behavicural pattemn, the
I-:n-::-_-n.n.rledge of life pattern and his society.

we are provided with theorithical background in classroom
jecture. As such the students of Anthropology are required to
yerify their anthropological knowledge

by undergoing some training i.e. a trip to field which is an
essential part of Anthropology. Anthropology is a field science.
5o field is the actual laboratory of it. To have a proper practical
experience we are to stay in the midst of people, observing
thetm and their activities in their natural settings, which is
supplemented by interview and other anthropological method.
Wea have undertaken the field
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INTRODUCTION
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INTRODULTION

Anthropology is the science of man. But this meaning is too
broad and general. To be more precise, it is the science of man
and his work and behavior. The term "anthrapclogy” has been
derived from two terms “anthropos" meaning - man and
“ogos' means study. Thus anthropology is the study of man.
according to Radcliff Brown, wi wa define anthropology as the
science of man and human life in all its aspects, then it is
obvious that psychology as the study of human mind

and behavior, must be included in anthropology between
hurnah biciogy, which deals with man's physical aspects, and
social or eultural anthropology which deals with his own sacial

life.”

Anthropology studies man and his varied manifestation
in time and space over a neriod of little more than one hundred
years of its life, the discipline is distinguished itself reasonably
well, both in term of systematic attainment of knowledge as
well as in application to the service of the mankind.

an Anthropologist collects data by dlrect observation
and interview as well as other procedures involving field
investigations. Anthropologists not only study the people but
slso thay share with them their Iife experiences, eating,

taughing and crying, etc.
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societies to obtain the common and unique sciemtific theories.
By knowing man we £an more effectively understand man’s
problem and to cope with them.

Al AND OBJECTIVE:

gejentific studies are never perfect until they are
practically vetified. In every aspect of science practical
knowledge is more valuable than theoretica!. Theoretical
knowledge without practical is rootless and practical
knowledge without practical is fruitless. Therefore social
science like Anthropclogy which
deals with different aspects of man comprises two man's
divisions theoretical and practical. More precisely Anthropology
i< not a laboratory ccience, its labaratory is field. Hence,
fialdwork in Anthropology is considered as practical aspacts
where student are acquinted with 2 vast theoretical
background by classroom lectures.

it Anthropoiogical fieldwork we chonse ona community
for our study, which is very much necessary. Through this we
can understand the sacial and cultural aspect of a particular
community. The principal aim of fleldwork is to acquire
practical idea of the work and to become expert and eminent
hieldwarker of the subject. Experience of fieldwerk is the basic
thing to make iim or her best sacial scientists.




The primary objective of the field training is to acquint the
students with the specific method of collecting data regarding
the various aspects of ife of the people concerned.

Another objective of the field training is 1o canduct
ethnographic spot investigation on a group where correct
infarmation of particular topics like literacy, material condition
etc. are taken, Thus field training gives proper understanding of
the subject of anthropological fact, which is absolutely essential.
Tharefore, fieldwork hecomes of very impartant.

The fietdwork is inciuded in the B.5c. sixth semeaster
syllabus as a compulsary study. We are 1o submit a report on a
particular community, which reguires student to undertake 2

trip for at least 15 days preferably in a tribal village.

SELECTION OF FIELD:

Fieldwark is an anthropological tradition which provides
empirical experience of ugther culture". The study of culture
requires 3 systemnatic and scientific approach which can only be
verified by undertaking an intensive fieldwork. Keeping this
paint in mind one academic curriculum is $0 designed to

rovide us with firsthand experience in the field. Thus, in order
to partially fulfill the requiremnent assigned in the sixth
semester syllabus we are to whdertake a fieid.
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Study in a trike or a peasant village but due to time constraint we could
not go to distant place to do our field waork. Therefore, keeping in mind the
time and convenience we identified the Avengia Bali Gaon at Akajan. Hences,
as suggested by the facilities of the department a pilot survey was conducted
and found to be tdeal field for the student of sixth semester,

JOURNEY TO THE FIEL(Cx:-

On 13 of June, 2027 morming we made ali arrapgerment for the field
work. | reached at the Ayengia Bali Gaon at 9.30 am accompanied by teacher -
in- charge Mr Naba Kumar Pegu. Since the village selected for the figid study
was at our vicinity |t was not difficult for our journey, |t was decided that the
residence of Ayengia Bali L.P. schog! would be our base camp. 50 we waould
gather at Ayengia Bali L. P. school every day in the marning and far there we
would disperse for our househald survey, Similarly, we wauld gather again in
the evening again from there we would leave for our respective homes.

SELECTION OF INFORMANT:

For collectian of househald information | intenviewed mastly the head of
the family as my informant. If the head was not available | took the help of the
elders of the family to fill the schedules. On special topic, | selected the

knowledgeable persons of the village a5 my informant.
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ems which confront & -field worker in carrying oul his

the minor day to day prudil
work on the spot ( Peddington, 1957). For collection of data. | used the following
methods:

Schedule method / Census Method

[__E}
£

i Case Study method
i Interview method
v,  Observation method and

Geoealogical method.

Schedule Meihod:

in order to get the general idea of social and demographic status of the

. we used census method and as such household census were usc o record

village

door to door information of family size, ¢lan, marital status, and distance , level of

education, occupation, land holding, livestock and the knowledge of secondary

janguage, €lc.

| used this method as the lirst method in the field for collection of socio-

economic information of the villagers. | filled the survey schedules at the very

beginning of my field study.
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FIRST DAY LMPRESSION:

2032 , we statt our first day fiald work with our
Akaian in the district of Dhemaji, Assam, The
the Mishing tribe. The village is adjacent
vo the Akajan. e met many paaple who could tell us about the history of the
yillage as well as gave us information about the growth of the village. Adter
survaying the entire village, our teacher in- charge divided us into two Broups.

ey schedules in five hours. The villagers were

with our group | filled up my sury
very hard working and co-gperative. They were of various accupations, We got
very good response from each and every household. It was at 2.30 PM when

we return to our ROIMes.

Today, the 13 june ,
teacher at Ayengla Bali Gaan,
village 15 predominately inhabited by

PMETHODS AND TECHNIQUES:

sirice the objective of field work was o acquaint us with the use of
methods and technigques in the field, these twa aspect were given primary
importance in the field. Methods and technigques are arbitrarity used as

SYNOTYMOUS though we might use the term to refer to the gverall systematic
f the Feld waork and to broad scientific principles in
aches this task. Technigues might be

approach to the problem o
the right of which ethnographic appro
used to refer rather the ways of dealing.
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Case Study Method:

The case study research has been one of the important methods of
cocial rasearch, it has been traditionally a method of qualitative an alysis,
aMr. Herbert Spencer, Mr. Fredrick Le Play and Dr, William Healy were
the ploneers of the case study method. Dr, Whilam Healy used case
study methad to study juvenile delinquents as the population of the

study.

According to P.V. Young ,Case study is a method of exploring and
analyzing the iife of a social unit - be that a persan, a family, institutlon,
cultural group or even an entire community” {Young, 1962: 229).

Interview Method:

interview is one of the important Yool of soclal research. interview
must be combined with schedules, In other words Interview is a
tachnique used to administer the schedule, The person giving interview
is called an interviewee, varied types of data can be gathered intensively
and extensively. Besides, interview ls a means for assessing the
personality of the respendent.

Young defines interview as, "an effective informal verbal and non-
verbal conversation initiated for a specific purpose and focused an
certain planned contain areas.”

| emplayed this method at the time of generating census and during
my collection of information on my speclal topic. Folfowing this method !
put the guestions face to face at the same time | noted all the required
information.
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Onsarvation Method:

Ohservation mean to see things with a purpose. it consisted of facts
which are in the direct knowledge of the investigators. Observation is
perception with purpose, observation is regufated perception.in
observation, anly tha relevant things are taken into account,

In participant observation the observer takes the part in the social
avents. When the cbsesver does not actually participate in the activities
of the group, but simply cbserves them from distance it is known as non-
participant abservation (Bajpai:184).

During our field study | used non participant abservation method.
At that time no sotial events were performed by the viflagers. Therefore,
| was not able to empioy myself participating n any events of the

communiby.

Interview and abservation methods were simultaneously used to
gather information on our specially assigned topics. Case study methods
were used to collect information on assigned cases. Geneatogical
method was used extensiveiy to coliect data on kinship and family.

Genealogical method:

Genealogical method which is known as G.T method was
discovered by U.H.R Rivars in the study of Melanesian society. This
method is very useful in the study of ki8nshipo, family and marriage.
Thus, in the study of social structure this method has 3 great relevance.

There are some specific symbols which are used this methad and
these are given below:

A For Male
O For Female

For Affinal or Marital Tie

i‘
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- - For Consanguine Tie

| - For the Line of Descent

& . Used for Dead

The abbreviation used in the mapping of kinship are as folfows:

Father =Fa
Muother = Mo
Kushand =Hu
wife = Wi
Arother = Bo
Sister = 5i
SO =50

Daughter =Da

Ego is an important male or female informant through which the
rolation is traced in the genealogical table methad { Jha Makhan, 1924,

SELECTION OF THE INFORMANTS:

| have selected my informers while collecting my Census survey
schegules. | have selected the genuine persons who kngw their culturai
pattern and tragition and their sociai institution.

((
&



LOCATION AND BOUNDARY:

TOPOGRAPHY:

The topography of the vwillage is flat. The area s characterized by
Agricultural 1and, usable land , and homestead and bamboo greoves. The soil type
is sandy- and alluvial. The nature of the soil is sticky when wet but hard when

dried. The ground water is generzlly found at shallow depth and mostly lass than

15 meters.
HYDROGRAPHY:

The main source of water for domestic consumption in the village is tube
wells which are installed by the villagers themselves at their own coasts. Cther
than these, no any other sources supplied by government are gonspicuous. Wany
famllies, who are affordable, have electrical driven pumps so as 10 avail running

water facility in their household.

For Agricultural purposes on the other hand, people derived necessary

water from summer rains which is unpredictable in nature,
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| ORIGIN OF THE NAME OF THE VILLAGE
D
- HISTORY GF THE VILLAGE ;
- So far as the history of the village is concerned, it is in obscurity whatever
T
_1— _* gata we could uhearth with regard to this is only through oral tradition of the

y
T
1
1
I
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S

_'r = peopie which is the only available source. How far authentic this one is cannot put
=

¥ aguarantee.

The story goes in the following manners:

Tha village Ayengia Bali Gaon derived it’s name from ihe inhabitants of the

@Ehb%%"

village as majority of them are Mishings. Gradually from the last two decades
-~ people from the flood affected areas came in to settle whileany others built their
homes to educate their children while sorme others due to their services. Since

the village have rwrned inte a densely populated village now catled the Ayengia

A gall Gaon.
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CLIMATE :

The climate of the village can be divided into two seasons, hot and moist
summer and dry cold winter. The village and the surrounding area varies from
moderate to cold with medium to heavy rainfall. The winter seasons starts from
the month of October to March. The Monsoon usually starts from the month of
April to July. The autumn and spring seasons are usually marked by favorable
moderate weather. The climate of this village is suitable for the cultivation of
crops. The village 15 rich in it’s natural resources.

FLORA:

The village is rich in floral resources, one can fin vegetation luxuriantly both
natural and planted. Some of the names of the domesticated plants with local
names have been recorded as follows:-

English Name Local Name
Jackfruit Belang
Betel Nut Guye
Mango Kedi
Pumpkin Tapa
Banana Kopak
Chilly Mirchi
Pineapple Keteki
FAUNA:

A rich variety of birds and domestic fauna in the village. The common
domestic fauna seen in the village are cow, goat , cat, dog, pig, hen, duck, pigeon,

elc,
same of the fauna available in the village have been collected which are given

helow with local names.

English Name Local Name
Goat Sohen
Cow S50bo

Foul Porok

Pig Aep

Fish Ongo

Duck Pejab
Pigean Parong

Dog Eki

Cat Mekuri
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VILLAGE SHOPS AND MARKET:

There are few shops within the villages. They are also access to the daily and
weekly market at Akajan Tiniali which is only at distance of half kilometer.

MEDHAL FACILITY:

There is a 200 bedded model Hospital at Silapathar which is at a distance of 12
kilometer from the village.

POLICE STATION:

The villagers of the Ayengla Bali Gaon come under the Silapathar Pglice station.
The 5ilapathar Pofice station s just at the vicinity of the village; n dlistarce it is 12
kilometer.

PLAY GROUND:

There is no any common playground of the village as such. The children and youth
play games ln the paddy field during the winter and in some open space of
peaple’s courtyard.

C.PEOPLE OR SHORT DESCRIPTION OF THE VILLAGE:

ETHNIC COMPOSITION:

The ethnic composition of Ayengla Bali village is homogeneous. Almost all
the inhabitants of the village are mishings, a tribal community of Assam. Only a
faw families of Bengaii and Bodo CHTmunities are seen in the village.

PHYSICAL FEATURES OF THE PEOPLE:

The Ayengia Bali Village people belong to the mongoloid race. The skin colors
of these people are yellow pafe. Epkcantic fold in thelr eyes are visible , Their
structures are usuglly short 1o medium and few tall. They have mesarrhine nose,
coarse wavy and straight hair, They possess brown ta black eye colour.
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EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS:

There are two school one Ayengia Bali L.P. Schaol. Other one is Ayengia Bali High
school.

-r"' -|" 'L'u: |_-|-| 1-4_‘. o ) '_'--'. ] =
AT S T -"'"' e

Figure 2:- Ayengia E.aII L.P. School.

Flgi.lrE 3 Aferlﬂiﬂ Bali Hrgh si:h:cn:.-l



TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATION:

The means of transport and communication in the village not very much
well develop. The Link roads from the National Highway to the Akajan Tiniali run
just along the Ayengia Bali Gaon on the Southern border. Many of the families
own motorbikes and cars.

Mobile phones are used by almost every grown person of the area.
Television is found in almost every household. The post office is situated at the
heart of the Akajan which is just a kilometer from the village.

ELECTRICITY:

The electricity is supplied from the Silapathar power station which is just at
a distance of 12 kilometer. There is a regular electricity supply to the village
though there are interruptions in between for few hours a day,

SANIATATION:

sanitary system of the village is well developed. The toilets are usually built at
the back sides of the main houses. Most of them are built on concrete sanitary
toilets while only a very few are made of bamboo huts. The families who are
economically sound have sanitary latrine attached to their bathrooms.

A. IMPORTANT PUBLIC PLACE:
RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS:

There are two worshipping place in the village; a Naamghar. The occasions
like Kirton, Ali ai: Ligang etc.

Figure 1:- Naamghar.
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FROPERTY INHERITAMLE:

The system of property inheritance is patriarchal. The
descent is always traced through the male. 50 they are
patrilineal. Generally the aidest male or the father is the head
of the family and regarded as the highest authority. The
praperty of the Mising family inchudes the cultivated jand, the
residence, the domesticated animals, ornaments, utensils,
money and dress etc.

DEATH:

The Mising paople helieve that death is not only the
result of diseases caused by the evil spirit but also an outcome
of the natural phenomenon. Death due to old age is regarded
a5 a natural and action of God. Hence, when the head of the
family is bedridden and the deathi is certain his last wishes and
advices are sought by the family members. As a matter of rols,
the relatives are informed and they are expected to arrive for 2
condolence before the dead body is disposed off. The dead are
huried according to their will while alive,
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Mother

Father's father
Father's Mother
Mother's Father
mMother's Mother
5on

Daughter
Brother (elder)
Brother [younger)
Sister (elder)
sister [younger]
Husband

Wife

Auf Nane
Tato
YayD
Tato
Yayo
Adg
Ome
Kai
Biro
Bai
Birc
Milo

Miyeng
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KINSHIP TERMINOLOGY:

Kinship terms are the terms used in designating kin of
various types. The study of kinship terms is an old as
anthropology as a modern science is the first significant
contribution nof the study of kinship term are made by Morgan
who published his conclusions as regards the kinship terms. He
made two broad categories of kinship viz. the classificatory and
the descriptive system of kinship term.

Under a classificatory system several people, lineal as
well as collateral and often even affinal, are all similar. Such
term refer more to relationship rather than to kin. Against this,
a descriptive term of designation describes the speaker's exact
relation towards him/her whom he/she is referring to address.
Thus, 'uncle' is the classificatory term but father' is a descriptive
term. Rivers also refer to their family system of kinship terms.
such term refers to the members of a single biological family
individuals such as nephews, cousins, and the person related
in-law are some examples of classificatory terms used by
modern western society.

Following are some of the kinship terms which | have
found in Kalyan Kendra Mising village of Silapathar at the time

of field study.
Kinship Terms Local Term

Father Babu
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MISING FAMILY:

Traditionally the Misings are known for their joint
families. A common house is shared by a a whole family
consisting of parents, married sons and daughters. Even after
the death of the father, the family does not break up as a
general rule but continues to live in the same house as
previously including the widow with her children.

In the present study | have found that the majority of the
people of the Kalyan Kendra Mising village live in a small
nuclear families consisting of a married couple and their
unmarried children. Regarding the family pattern of the village,
it is found that the families are of nuclear, joint and extended
types.

MARRIAGE SYSTEM OF THE MISINGS:

As marriage is concerned, monogamy is the general rule,
but polygamy is also allowed among the Mising community.
There are four types of marriages They are namely, Dugla
Lanam{marriage by found among the Mising. elopement), Tadla
Lanam({marriage by negotiation), Sola Lanam{force marriage),
Mago Dugnam(probationary marriage). The Misings are divided
into number of clans and sub clans. Marriages are strictly
nrohibited among the closely related clan and sub-clans. It is
patrilocal in nature. The bride price or dowry system is not
practiced.
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and pork are very much liked by the people besides fish and
mutton. Namsing is a very commen feod iem of the Mising

peapte.

Neogin Apang and Poro apong are the traditional
beverages of the Mising people.every family prepare their own
rica beer to be taken during performance of
festivals 2nd rituals. It is also 3 regular drink for most of the
Mising families. On special accasions they prepare dishes like
perat Qying, Pittang oying, etc. pork is the favorite meat which
cooked with wild edible plants.

MISING DWELLING:

From the study of material culture in respect of the
house type the Misings are well known for their Chang Ghar,
the house on pile. The people of the village generally have
Assarn type or Concrete RCC buildings houses. But have
constructed their kitchen on pile {Chang Ghar). The traditional
Mising Plle House (Chang Ghar} is a long single hali; the fire
place in the middle of the hall. There is an open space infront of
the house locally called as the Tunggeng. The granaries ate also
built on pile. Almost all of the families have at least one Chang
Ghar behind the main housa. Only few families have house
made of bamboo built on pile as main house.
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LANGUAGE:

The people of Ayengia bali speak Mishing dialogue which
belongs to the Tibeto Burman linguistic group. Missing is the
mother tongue of the Mising people. They also speak Assamese
fluently. Hindi and English are also known to many of them as
majority of them are literate.

DRESS AND ORNAMENTS:

The Mising tribe has its own traditional dress woven by
the women folk. Women usually wear their traditional Chadar -
Mekhela, but the male folk usually wear traditional dress only
an certain festive occasions and during ritual ceremonies. The
Mosang Egge, Perre, Potali,etc are impertant traditional dress
of the Mising women. The male members wear Mibu galuk,
Gonre Ugon, and Ribi Gasor during festivals and other special
pccasions.

The ornaments of the women folk consists of Ear ring,
Necklaces, Bangles, Doksiri, Thuriya, Madaoli, etc.

FOOD AND DRINK:

Rice is the staple food of the Misings of the village. The villagers
usually eat vegetables, pulses, wild roots and wild vegetables
and leaves. Meat like chicken
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Analysis:
Distribution of popyiation by age, sex and education are shown in this

table. The above table reveals that out of the total pomllation of 228 the
number of illiterates are 82(35 56}, the number of illiteracy is higher among
the female which is 44 whil it 15 only 38 in case of the males. OF the total
population 17(7.45) have studied upto Primary level, 56(24.56) have studied
upto Secandary and 48(21.05] upto Higher Secondary. There are 17(7.45)
Graduates and §{3.5) Post Graduates in the Ayengia Bali Mising Village.




Tabke No: 2

Distijbution of population by marital status
Age Unmarried Married Widow Total
group |Male |[Female [Total |% Male Female | Total % Male Female

0-4 11 12 23 2323 |- -- -- -- — -- -- -
5-9 13 2 21 21.21 | -- -- - - - — an -
10-14 i2 11 23 23.23 |- -- - - -- - - -
15-1% 9 7 16 16.16 |- - — - -- -- - -
20-24 8 3 10 10,10 |3 13 16 129 |- —- - |-
25-29 4 - R4 4.04 10 12 22 17.74 |- -- -~ -
30-34 1 1 02 2.02 12 7 19 15.32 | - - - -
35-39 -- — - -- 7 q 1G 12.9 - -- - sa
40-44 - == - - B 5 11 B.87 1 — 1 20%
45-49 -- - — - B 10 16 12.9 - == o --
50-54 - - - -- 3 1 0o 7.25 — 1 1 20%
55-59 - a- - - 2 3 05 403 |- — - |-
BO-6d —- - - - & 1 07 564 |- 1 1 |z20%
65-69 -- -- - -- 1 -- 01 0.08 — -- - -
70-74 - - - - - - - .- 1 - 1 | 20%
75-79 -~ - — - -- -- -- — - - - --
80-84 -- -~ -- = - - — - 1 - 1 20%
Total 28 41 99 93,89 |62 62 124 9935 |3 2 ) 100%




Analysis:-

This table shows the distribution of population of Ayengla Bali

village. Out of the total p

opulaticn of 228, number of unmarried male is

5@ and femaleis 41, n which total 99 are unmarried and 62 males and
females in which total 124 are married. Percentage being 99.99% and
g9.99% respactively. Besides this anly 5 are found to be widow,
parcentage being 100. the highest numbet of unmarried male 13 13
which 15 faund in the age group of (529) years and unmarrled fetnale is
13, faund in the age graup of (0241 years. And the highest number of
married male is 12 which i< found in the age group of {30-34] years and

the highest number of m
{22-24] years.

arried femnale is 13, found in the age group af
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Table Na: 4

Distribution of Populati Dccupation
6 Occupation
No Category Male Female Total
No % No % Na %

1 | Govt, Service & 403 |2 182 |8 3.50
2 | Pvt. Service -- - —- = -- -
3| Agriculture 42 34.67 |1 0.96 |43 18.85
4 | Student 42 34,67 | 30 2884 |72 31.57
5 | House wife - - 56 £3.84 |56 24.5G
& | Business 18 1451 |3 2.88 21 9.21
7 | Dependent 11 887 |12 11.53 |23 108
8 | Politiclan 1 080 |- — 1 0.43
9 [ Wage Labourer |4 3.22 |- - d 1.75
10 | Tailor - - - - —- -

Total 124 99,97 | 104 g99.97 |228 §9.95
Analysis:-

This table shaws the distribution of population by age, sex and category of primary eccupation of the people of
Ayengia Bali Gaon. Out of the total population 228, 8{3.50%) are under Government Service as primary greupation,
43118.85%) are Agriculturist, O are Private Service holders, 72{31.57%) are Students, 4{1.75%} are Daily wage labour by
primary occupation, 21(8,21%) are Businessman, and 56{24.56%]) are House wife among females.



Table No: 5

bristribution of Population by Sex & Knowledge of secondary

language

sl. | Secondary Male female Total

Ne | language No % No % No %

1 | Assamesg 113 6208 102 Fr27 | 215 68.427

2 | English 149 10.43 7 5.20 2b 8.28

3 | Hindi 49 2602 122 1e.ab |71 22.61

4 | Bengali 1 0.54 1 0.7% 2 0.63

g | Other -- - - -- -- --
Total 182 99.97 |132 Da.9g | 314 99.99

Analysis:-

The above table shows that there are 5 secondary
languages that people of Ayengia Bali Gaon can speak. The
number of languages spoken along with their percentages are
Assamese - 215{62.08%), English - 26{8.28%}, Hindi -
71(22.61%]}, Bengali - 2(0.63%} and no other languages are
spoken.




Table No: &
Distribution of Household according to size

Sl No. of ; No. of
. Size of household reentage

Ng. |indlvidual families Pe a4

01 1-4 small 29 3

02 5-b Medtum 15 a0

(BE; 7-B Large 5 12

04 7-B Very large a

Total 50 100
Analysis:-

This table shows the distributions of household according

ta size. It is found that small families consisting {1-4} individuals
is common armong the peopie of Ayengia Bali Village, number
of 29 and percentage 22% respectively. On the other hand
mediuim ags family is 1% in number and percentage being 15%
raspectively. Only b families are found to be large and 0 family
to be very large.




Table No: 7

Distribution of Families according to possession of domestic

animals and birds.
$I No Domestic No. of families :2:::3:;;:::& q
" | animals & birds. | in possession
P animals & birds

1 Lattle 28 72(24,32%)

2 Dog 15 16(5.40%)

3 Flg 18 26{2.78%)

E.| Duck 3 11(3.71%)

L Fowls 19 107(36.14%)

b Goat 14 49{15 55%|

7 Pipeon 1 3(1.01%])

s Cat 9 12(4.05%)

Total 108 296{99,96%)

Analysls:-

This tahle shows that there are 8 animals viz, cattle(72),
dog(16), pig{26), duck(11), fowls{107), goat(49), pigean{3) and
cat{12] that have been recorded in the village.



Table No; B

Sl No.| Type Compaosition No. RAge
family
Q1 Muclear |Husband, wife and 33 G5,
uamarried children.
n2 Husband, wife with 1
married and unmarried 2%
lgint child and grandchildren.
Husband, wife and 5
married children. 10%
03 Husband, wife and their ES
ntarried chilid and 18%
ded grandchildren.
Extende Widow with married 2
and unmarried children. 4%
Total 5D 100%:
Analysis:-

This table shows the distribution of the family according
to type compuosition. In this table thera are 33(66%) nuclear,
6{12%) joint and 11{22%) extended families are found in the
Ayengia Bali Village.




Table No: 9
Distribution of martial alliances according to spouse distance

Sl No. disf:::eﬁm] No. of marriage Percentage
1 o - -
2 1-10 5 5.06
| 3 11-20 a 6.45
4 23-30 10 15.12
5 3i-40 2 .22
6 41-50 4 6.45
7 51-00 10 16.12
2 6l1-70 10 16.12
o 7i-80 Iy 0
10 81-90 2 322
11 31-100 15 T 24.19
12 100 and above 0 d
Total 62 99,95
Analysis:-

The table shows the distribution of families of marital
alliances according to spouse distance. From the table it is clear
that the marital according to spouse distance within 91-100 km
are highest with a total number of 15{24.19%} followed by
spouse distance of 21-30 km with a number of 10{16.12%)].
None has been found to have married within the village.
partial alliances of spouse distance above 100km is 3lso seams

to be nil.







INTROPUCTION

Baraboo  (sub-famity Bambuscideag, family Poaceae) 15 miricately
connected with peaple from time imnemorial, satisfying every human nead,
especially in East and South-East Asian regions. It has a long history in people’s
tives as cultural material. The utilization of bamboo goes back to F000 years
ago and found from China The pictographic image for “hamboo" was found
on lhe earthepwarc uncarthed in the ¥angshao cultural rehics of Banpo
village, Xian in 1954, The symbol was likewise found in oracle bone
inscriptions on old tropze erticles, From the Warring States Period {47521
BC) to the 1in Diynasty (265-420 AL, individuals wroie on "hamboo slips”
(Bain, 2019). It is wortl mentioning that bamboos are intermixed profoundly
with the rural populece's evefyday existence and are vital to their cultoral,
trpditional, social, and economic necessities (Tewari, 198%; Madhab, 2003,
 jese and Kohl, 2015}, Bamboo alse sives significant natural advaniages. It has
been seen that it 18 utilized for ecological purposes iR NUMETOUS nations,
for example, s0il stabilization and ercsion preveniion con slope inlines and
skirts. Bamboo 18 a multipuepose plant with 8 horde of applications such 2s
fuman culture thal uses copstruction material, furniture, walls, handicratis,
pulp and papet, edible shoots, and animai fodder. In India, batnhoo producis
are of two SOMS articles needed for everyday use and of mid-range quality,
which fit local peccssities. Another category 1s articles of more refined
guality, noth decorative and useful, 1o mect more sophisticaied business
cectors' necds and tastes. It has teen the companion of the majority of ethnic
crafismen T India. The barrboo plant plays a role in the ribal folklere of India.
[t is & pypical pelief in a few ethnic socicties thal hurmankind arose out of 2
pamboo stem. o cerfain parts of India, bamboo is additionally called
K, atpavriksha (3 sacred tree in Indian mythology satisfying all the requiremenls
and desires) becausc of ifs various uses in everyday hife in physical as well as m
spiritual form:. Eirst immediate teference 1o bamboo in Indian Jiterature is in Rip
veda (5000 BC The plant also pot a special mentioning in the great lndian
epic, where Lord Krishna's flute was made of bamboo. The prologue to
Mahabharata specities about groves of bamboo. It 5 said that the Buddhisi
monks who went to Japan from India to spread Buddhism had carried sgeds of
hamboo with them (Ghosh, 2014} These accounts propose that bambod was
fulfilling nuMErDHS negds in those days and



that it was an cssential pad of individuals' lives. As a benevolent ‘wood',
barnboo offers itself a range of wses. Stnps of bamboo are utilized by craftsmen
in almost every state of the countty. It has been seen that in India, Mongoioid
people zre principaliy engaged w bamboo crefis. They are speciahized and
inhabited in the North-Eastern part of the nation {spread over an area of 262179
kmn representing around §% of the nation’s total geographical area) whare they
have access 1o a broad range of bamboo forests. This racial group links nself
culturally and genetically to the people of Myarmar, Thailand, Tibet, Indonesia,
and Yietnam where bamboo craft displays the absolute best hand skills on fhe
planet {Bain, 2019). The North-Eastern locale honges about two-thivds of the
nation's hamboo résources spreading gver a lemitory  of about 310 mllion
hectares where 39 types of bemboo species are available. This substantial
endowment of natrc to the locale is indispensable to life and culrure of alf the
ethnic groups of Morth-Eastern India. {is multipurpese uses have made it an
impermive resource for ruzel people. As it is an inseparable and intrinsic part of
the ethnic communities’ everyday lives, it has also been incorporated in their
social and cultural events fAcharya et al., 2015). Studics on the crafts work of
fhe Karbi community began during the British colonial rule, The garlicr work
was done by the Brtish officers who gathered certain data on eralis othes than
their official obligatiops. Elwin {1959) and Alemchiba {1968) have made
special reports on Arvoachal Pradesh and MNagaland's art, reapectively. A few
monographs on the iribes of North-Fastern  lodia  written by British
administrators and contemporary anthropologists also have made plentiful
references about the nich artistic accomplishments of the region's people.
These reports, however, are quiet about the rich aesthetic crafis of the Karbis.
There fore, subsequently, the corrent study has been designed to do the needful.



MATERIAL AND METHOD

The current study had been done within the Karki ribal communicy in the
Sopapur Tebsil of Kamrup Metropolitan Distriet, Assam. Altogether bwelve
villages have been chosen for the Geldwork, such as Khetri, Sholoibari Gaon
Bargog N C, MNakuchi, Teghenia Gaon, Ulubam, Bhogpor, Baraa Bari Gaon,
Lomati, Maloibari, Pub Maloibari and Hahara Gaon. These wvillages were
selected with the belp of aged persons in the villages, based cn the availability
of craftsmoen.



Case study -1
Figure 1:- Me and my Informant




Case study 1

Nama of the informant == Mr. Dilip Kumnar Taid
Education - HS pass

Occupation - Cultivator

Age = 34 Years

Marital status :- Married

Religion - Hindu

Clan - Taid

bate = 16-06-2022

A short genealogy of Informant

GO A1 =‘ O1

A 1= The Ego’s Husband

O 2= The Ego

3= Ego’s Son

4= Epa’s Son

O 5= Epo’s Daughier
o 6= Ega’s Daughter



Case study-1

Faor my first case study, on 16 June, 2022 at 9.30 AM | along with my
classmates of sixth sernester students of the Anthroplogy department, Sitapathar
science College headed for Avengia Bali Gaon, Akajan for collection of
information for our special topics. | went to #r. Dilip Kurnar Taid house. He is a
married person and stays with his wife and children. He has two Son and two
paughter. | celected him as an informant for my case study betause he was a
persen of knowledge, kind hearted and co-operative. | explained 1o him the
purpose of my visit to which to co opecative and gave me s0me insight into the
rites and Bamboao Craft. We had a lang time talk on the Bamboo Craft of the
Assam Tribal people of Avengia Bali Gaon. | asked Mr. Dilip Kumar Taid if he could
tall me the about Jakhoi by the Assam Tribal people of his village. He replied that
there are various Bamboa Craft by the villagers depending on certain. Mr. Dilip
gumar Taid said there are many pamboo Craft and how they are prepare for the

Th-8



Introduction

Agsarn hias an agrarian economy. Most of the activities of the people are deeply
connected to the fields, As such bamboo has always bean an inteinsic part of
Agsam's sOCID-2conomic structure. Availatle In abundance, this species of grass
has been used by the peaple of the region In innumerable ways. From being
usad for building homes, bridges, household products and even fancy
docorative items, bamboo forms an integral part of the everyday living of the
lgcal community.

Let us study the eraft of bamboo as practised by trained craftsmen of the
northeast region. In this module, we will look at Bamboo craft, with special
emphasis on 1ts practice amongst the craft cluster in the Two towns of Assam -
Barpeta and Malbari. We examine in detail the making of Two traditional
household products commanly used by the local cotmrmunity, the Khaloi and
the Jakhol




pifferent Kinds of Bamboo

Acsam is rich in its forest resources. It is well known for its diverse variety of
bamboo and cane species. The agra-cHmatic condition of the state and the
spundance of bamboo in the forest rrake it a major source of rew material. 1t
forms an integral part of the lifestyle and economy of Assam.

The forests of Mizo Hills, Cachar, Mikir and North Cachar Hills, Nowgeong and
LakMmpur districts are rlch in barmboo such 35

s  Muli [Melocannabambusoides

e Dalu {Teinostachyumdallos)

»  Khang (Dendtocalmusiongispatnus)

« Ealigoda {Owyienantheranigraciliata)

s Pecha [Dendracalamus Hamilton) to name 2 few



The Jakhoi is an ingenious adaptation for a fishing trap develo ped by the locals.
It is more like a wickerwork shovel made of bamboo and used to catch small
fish, either by dragging it along or placing it on water.

Generally, fishes tend to hide between weeds; the Jakhoi with its net made of

hamboo splits traps these fishes and brings them out of the water. lakhoi is
made of a species of bamboo called the Jati.

Jati is often tall, less prolific and used for handicraft items. The process of
making the Jakhoi has been described with the aid of the vide.
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Preparing the Bamboo 5trips

First, the bamboo is cut into a number of pieces. Then we will remove the
green sheath of the bamboo to reveal the inner lighter yellow layer. After the
bamboo strips are split the fibrous layer is removed. The strips will have a
uniform size of 2mm width each.
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Forming the Base or Toli

Mow the bamboo strips are placed on the ground to form a base that is called
the 'Tali' in the local language. New warps are added and woven In @ Criss-cross
manner leaving small spaces in between. After the required length of the Taoli,
ic achieved, the loose ends of the warps are interlocked to form the shape of
the rhombus, We add new warps that are woven into the wefts as well as loose
ends of the locked warps towards the end.

After completion of the Toli, the extra ends of the wefts are cut off. For
obtaining the triangular shape of the Jakhoi the equality and symmetry of both
sides of the curve are measured. Once the base acquires its required shape
new warps and wefts are added to the loose ends and eventually tucked into

the warp ends.

Here we shall take two alternative warps and two alternative loose ends and
entwine them together. The loose end of the wefts is then bent and tucked inta
the weave. The same process is performed on all four sides. The extra ends are

cut off.
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Attaching the Bao

Just like a shovel needs to have a handle, in the Jakhoi two thick and sturdy
bamboo strips act as a handle often called the Bao in the local language. The
bamboo strips have to be processed before they are bent. For this purpose, we
use the colocasia leaves. The leaves are tied at two points of the bamboo strips,
leaving equal space at both ends and then burnt on the fire.

The moisture content in the leaves makes the bamboo points malleable and
prevents the bamboo from breaking when the bending takes place. Here, we
insert the shorter side of the Toli between them and tie them with thin cane
strips. The two corners of the Toli will also be inserted between the bamboo
strips by bending slowly and simultaneously tied together with a cane strip.




Attaching the Mekhela

Once the lakhaol takes its shape, we introduce a net frame made of bamboo
strips called 'Mekhela’.

The Mekhela will be made by small bamboo strips bent at the centre. The
hamboo strips are arranged on a flat surface together and tied with a thinner
cane strip in a zigzag manner. Once the Mekhela takes its shape, we tie the net
frame at the space left by the bending of the Toll.

The Mekhela generally acts as a kind of trap for the fish when the Jakhol is
dragged inside the water.
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Forming the Frame

After completion of the Jakhoi thin bamboa strips will be tied to the sides of
the Bao by cane strips. This frame adds strength to the Jakoi' and also gives the
final touches to this fishing equipment. Once the Jakhoi is formed the extra

ends of the Bao is cut off. Finally, a rope will be introduced the ends of which
will be tied at either side of the lakhoi.

The rope enables the fisherman to drag the Jakhei inside shallow water and
trap fish.




Case study -2

Me and my Informant

Figure 2
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Case study -2

Name of the informant :- Mrs. Bharati Padi
Education - 10" Passed
Crecupation - cultn/ation

Age - 52 Years

Marital status -Married

Religion :-Hindu

Clan -Padi

Date - 14-06-2022

A short genealogy of informant
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A 1= The Ego
O 2=The Egu’s wife

3= Ego’s Daughter

4= Ego's Son

A 5= Ego’s Son
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Case study -2

For ooy first case study | went to house Mrs. Rharati Padi who married and
according to stage withher Husband and her family mambers. she has two son
and & daughtar. She was very xind and cooperative persch to her | put some
questions regarding my speciat topic to which he answered in this may.

{ ctarted my question ahout the bamboo carft ayengia Bali village and she
replied me in this manner inher replied Mrs, Bharaii Padi told about the bamboo

carft Khalol and how they are pregared for the use,
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Khaloi

Khaloi is ane of the most commaonly used fishing accessories in Assam. It is also
called Kanyamur in the local language, as its form resembles the shape of a
fernale waist. It is a small conical shaped pitcher woven from strips of the local
species of bamboo called 'Bijuli’. It is mostly used by the locals to keep fish
during hand-net fishing.
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Making of the Khalpi

Bijuli is @ species of bamboo suited for weaving, because of its flexibility. It can
be split easily and <ized to fine strips. First, the outer dark green sheath of the
bamboo is removed. The inner Iayer is further split to 1 mm thick using a
cutting knife called the 'Dao’. Thess are suitably sized ta lengths 30 cm each.

Making the Base

A flat base is needed for the Khaloi to stand upright. To commence with, the
strips are interwoven ang suitably bent to create a square base. As we keep on
introducing additional warps to the square. base a clreuiar shape is formed.

Weaving the Body

We now have ta form the hallow for the body of the pitcher. This is done by
inserting a strong jute string into the base, the other ends of which are tied and
held rourd the craftsmen's knes,

with a tug of the string held tight, help to curve the base forward. As we
continue with the weaving process from the base upwards, the base takes 5
curvy bend with the pressure applied from the feet. New warps are introduced
in such a manner that the base is wider than the neck.

water is sprinkled from time to time on the pitcher to make tha strips supple
and gasy to mould. The weaving is contlnued, adding new warps in such a way
that the circumference of the circle is gradually reduced till the body of the
pitcher takes shape and we reach the neck portian.

Weaving the Neck

To farm the narrow neck of the pltcher a metal bawl is held tight at the open
and to atl as a preform.

Mow, a few strips from the body of the pitcher are used to te the bawl and fix
it in position.
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The bamboo strips are woven around this preform and the narrow neck of the
pitcher is woven. The preform is now removed.

Locking the Rims

After the completion of the narrow neck, the loose ends of the warps are again
split into two to add more flexibility in forming the mouth during the weaving

process. Once the mouth of the pitcher is formed, the ends of the warp are
now uniformly cut.

A 2mm thick bamboo strip is introduced around the mouth of the pitcher. This
acts as reinforcement for the rim making it stronger.

The loose ends of the weft are now folded over one after the other around the
bamboo strip and simultaneously tied using a strong cane strip. Once we tie the

bent strips to the circular frame, the loose ends are tucked inside the pitcher to
finish the mouth of the pitcher.
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Case study -3
Figure 3:- Me and my Informant




Case study -3

Name of the informant

- Mrs. Bishnupriya Kuli

Education - B.A pass
Creeupation - cultivation
Age =47 Years
Marital status -Married
Religion -Hindu

Clan =Kuli

Date - 15-06-2022

A shart genezlogy of tnformant

GO AI = OE

|
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A 1=The Ega
O 2=The Ego's wife

3= Ego’s Daughter

4= Ego’s Son

A 5= Ego’s Son
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Case study-3

For my first case study, on 16 June, 2072 at 9,30 AM | along with my
classmates of sixth semester students of the Anthroplogy department, Sllapathar
geience Lollege headed for Ayengia Bali Gaon, Akajan for collection of
irformation for our special topics. | went to Mrs. Bishnu Friya Kuli house. She is a
maried person and stays with her Husband and chiidren. She has two Son and 2
Caughter. | selected her as an informant for my case study because she was 3
person of knowledge, kind hearted and co-operative. | explained to her the
pLINpOsE of my visit 1o which 10 co operative and gave me some insight into the
rites and Bamboo Craft Hand Fan. We had a long time talk on the Bamboo Craft
Hand Fan of the Assam Tribal peaple of Ayengia Bali Gaon. | asked Mrs. Bishnu
priya Kuli she could teil me the about Hand Fan by the Assam Tribal people of
her village. She replied that there are various Bamboo Craft of Hand Fan by the
yillagers . Mrs Bishnu Priya Kuli said there are many Bamboo Craft Hand Fan and
how they are use Hand Fan in summer season.
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This  Rudeez
Handfan/hatpankha
is made of high
quality matured
bhamboo and it is
made by Assam’s
skilled  craftsman.
Widely used during
summer. Assam s
rich in sylvan
resources and most
of its forests are
richly stocked with
bamboos of various
species. The State is
one of the largest
bamboo producing
states in India and
forms an integral Fig-1 Hand Fan
part of culture,
lifestyle and economy of the people. The communities nurture and protect it and are
storehouse of vast knowledge and skills related to the propagation, processing and
usage of bamboo. There is a traditional familiarity with the material, and a legacy of
skill that can be built upon for newly emerging applications and products. People of
Assam have the skills of working with the material, and knowledge of the cultivation
and management of bamboo. The making of bamboo products is perhaps the most
universal of all the crafts practiced by a large number of artisans scattered
throughout the State. It is practiced as a household industry and no mechanical
device is used. Bamboo products are used for a wide range of purposes and
extensively used in every household. Various products such as bamboo houses,
bamboo baskets, bamboo mats, bamboo hats, umbrella handles, walking sticks, tool
handles, fishing rods, tent poles, cordage, ladders, yokes, hand-fans, bamboo and leaf
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headgear (the most indispensable item of the field workers), handicrafts like toys and
dolls, musical instruments and various domestic and agricultural implements etc are
crafted here out of the bamboo. The bamboo houses are a combination of bamboo
matting and wooden framework. Bamboo baskets of Assam come in various shapes
and sizes and serve various distinct purposes.
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Fig- 2 Hand Fan
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CHAPTER- ¥

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

anthropology is the thorough and systematic study af human beings from
all sorts of aspects 1t is very essential in understanding the pecfect perspective for
the students of Anthropology. This year, 2022, the department of Anthropology,
silapathar geiance Coliege, Silapathar has arranged a fleid work for tha students
of shkth semester students at Ayengla Bali Village, Akajan n Dhemaji district,
Assam. An Extensive field study was carried out continuousty of seven days, which
started from 12 JupE 2023 and continued upto 18 June . 2022, I the present
report, 3 discusston is proposed to focus same aspact of the socio-cultural kfe of
the Mishing iribe of Ayengia Ball viilage. In the preceding chapters { have made a
Jetailed study about the socio-cultural aspects of the Mishing of Ayengia Ball
village. In relation tn other topics mare investigations were made o “Musical
Insteuments af the Mishing”. In additien 1o data coliection made on through
chservation and interview, a few concrete case for the above mentioned topic
was also collected from the people of the villaga. First chapter deals with the
introducyion of the field methodology. In the next chapter, | have discussed the

Jillage features incluging the size and settlement.
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patient ol e village. It also incledes the peneral socio-hustorical background o

=2 the people, physical features. cic. and contains sene socio-religipus aspects of the

o~ peapl

- cnecial topic. The lasl chapier ke, tns chapler deals with the summary and

)

. The third chapter 15 the demographic pan. The fourth chapler includes the

conclusion, field diary and bibliography

The suinmery and conclusion pant of this ebapler highlighls some of the

salicnl features in the field work.

One matn community of that is the Mistag population mainky inhabils the
Kalyan Kendra Misimg vitlage. Many of them have moved o the «illage at -
different times from various other areas and dismicts. Most of them are from

¥ villages on the north bank of river Brahmapurra in the distnct of  Dhemap dhey
hlaw: migrated to the village duc 10 food and other reasons like service and

business and for Lhe beuter education of their children.

‘Fhe mother tongue of the Misings s Mising language which belongs o the
Tibeto-Burman linguistic grovp. They alse speak Assamese, Hindi, Bengall and

come of them can also speak Enplish. The climatioc condition of the Kalyan

-
'

Kendra Mising (eon 15 also same with 1he other pants of Dhemaji district, Mot of

the p-t:uplf have their sgricultural land away from the village. The villape is

nce only kitchen parden are practiced amang them. The

'-.f]‘ MIF pﬂputﬂlﬁd H.I'Id he




supply of electricity covers the whole village. Majority of the
families have modern electronic amenties like television, radia,
<ound system, freeze and telephones, ete. mMotorbikes and cars
are also common among the villagers. Schoot buses,
autorickshaws, electronic rickshaws also ply in the village as a
means of transporiation.

Traditionally the women of the village wear their
rraditional dress and ornaments but the impact modernization
i« observable in their dress pattern. Males usually wear the
rraditional dress during festivals and ritual occasions. Regarding
occupations most of the people are either Government
servants or businessmen. Very few are agricuiturists by
occupations.

The ecanomic condition of the village is guite good. As
per analysis it is seen that that the number of earning members
in the population is quite high.

The village Is educationally well developed. Almast all
male and famale members of the village are literate. The rate
of illiteracy Is very little. Many graduates and Post graduates
are also seen in the village. Nowadays people have hecome
conscious about quality education and are educating their
young childrenin the best schools of the area. Many have sent
their children for higher education.

4
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to other places outside the district and also other states like
Delhi, Punjab Bangalore, etc.

Regarding the family pattern of the village, it is found
that the families are of nuclear, joint and extended types.

The system of Property inheritance is patriarchial. The
descent is always traced through the male. 5o they are
patrilineal. Generally the eldest male or the father is the head
of the family and regarded as the highest authority.

As marriage is concerned, monogamy is the general rule,
but polygamy is also allowed among the Mising community.
There are four types of marriages found among the Mising.
They are namely, marriage by elopement, marriage by
negotiation, force marriage, probationary marriage, it is
patrilocal in nature. The bride price or dowry system is hot
practiced.

From the study of material culture in respect of the
house type the Mising are well known for their Chang Ghar, the
house on pile. The people of the village generally have Assam
type or Concrete RCC buildings houses. But have constructed
their kitchen on pile (Chang Ghar). The granneries are also built
on pile. Aimost all of the families have atleast one Chang Ghar
behind the main house. Only few families have house made of
bamboo built on pile as main house.
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It is seen that the Mising people of this village live 3 middle
class livas. They are much better in living standard than the
cther Mising populations in other backward areas. Their special
traditional customs and other such characterstics are
noticeable in the religicus and social practices.

The present study is very preliminary in nature. However
it 5 very interesting and educative study through which | was
abie to notice the development and changes regarding their
education, economic status and socio-cuitural aspects of the
people of this village in particuiar and the Misings as a whole in
general. An extensive study is necessary to know thoroughly
ahout them.

,
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