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PREFACE

Anthropology is the science which deals with the comparative
study of man as a nhysical and cultural being.
It has main two branchas:

i) . Physical Anthropology and ii] cultural Anthropology.

Physical anthropology i3 concarned with a man as a physical
arganism in time and space. Here time means the stages of
development of man in process of evolution during period of
time, space refers to the differentiation of the physical types in
modern man living in different parts of the world.

ii] . Cultural anthropology is cancerned with the study of man
as a cultural being, his work, behavioura! pattern, the
knowledge of life pattern and his society.

we are provided with thearithical backeground in classrocm
lacture. As such the students of Anthrepology are reguired to
verify their anth ropological knowledge

hy undergoing some training i.e. a trip to field which is an
ecsential part of Anthropology. Anthropology is a field science.
5p field is the actual laboratory of it. To have a proper practical
experience we are to stay in the midst of people, ohserving
them and their activities in their natural settings, which is
supplemented by interview and other anthropological method.
we have undertaken the field
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study among the Mishing tribe of Ayengia Bali Gaon, Akajan in Dhemaiji
district of Assam.
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CHAPTER -1

INTRODUCTION

s\sevrwvewdee v

s |
L=




GGG

|
L

!

s o e\

\‘:,;; "‘ﬁ m-“ﬁ:; “w

L
o

1{1‘:; v

—_ L=
"

"

_"& , .-.'h
-
"L

o

INTRODUCTION

Anthropology is the science of man. But this meaning i5 100
hroad and general. To he more precise, it is the science of man
and his work and behavior. The term "anthropology” has been
derived from two terms "anthropos™ meaning - man and
“logos' means study. Thus anthropology is the study of man.
accarding to Radcliff Brown, "if we define anthronology as the
sciance of mah and human life in all its aspecis, then it is
abvious that psychology as the study of hurman mind

and behavior, must be included in anthropology between
human biclogy, which deals with man's physical aspects, and
social or cultural anthropology which deals with his own social
life."

Anthropology studies man and his varied manifestation
in time and space over a period of little more than one hundred
years of its life, the discipline is distinguished itself reasonably
well, both in term of systematic attalnment of knowledge as
well as in application to the service of the mankind.

an Anthropologist coliects data by direct ohservation
and interview as well as other procedures involving field
investigations. Anthrepelogists not gnly study the people but
also they share with them their Iife experiences, eating,
(aughing and crying, etc.




sociaties to cbiain the common and unigue scientific theories.
By knowing man we can more effactively understand man’s
problem and to cope with them.

ALM AND OBJECTIVE:

scientific studies are never perfect until they are
practically verified. n every aspect of science practical
xnowledge is more valuable than theoretical. Theoretical
know'edge without practical is rootless and practical
knowledge withaut practical is fruitless. Therefore social
science like Anthropology which
deals with different aspects of man comprises two man's
divisions theoretical and practical. More precisely Anthropology
i< not a laboratory science, its laboratory is field. Hence,
fieldwork in Anthropology 1 considered as practical aspetts
whaere student are acquinted with a vast thearetical
background by classroom lectures.

(n Anthronological fieldwork we choose ane community
far our study, which is very much necessary, Through this we
can understand the <ncial and cultural aspect of 2 particular
community. The principal aim of fieldwork is {0 acquire
practical idea of the work and to become expert and eminent
fieldworker of the subject. Experience of fieldwork is the basic
thing to make him or her best sacial scientists.
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The primary objective of the field training is to acquint the
students with the specific method of collecting data regarding
the various aspects of life of the neople concerned.

Another objective of the field training is To con duct
ethnographic spot investigation on a group where cofrect
information of particular topics like literacy, material condition
ete. are taken. Thus field training gives proper understanding of
the subject of anth ropological Tact, which is absolutely assential.
Therefore, fieldwork becomes of very important.

The fieldwork is included in the B.5¢. sixth semester
syllabus as a compulsory study. We are to submit a report on a
particular community, which requires a student to undertake a
trip for at least 15 days preferably in a tribal village.

SELECTION OF FIELD:

Fieldwark is an anthropological tradition which provides
empirical experience of "other culture”. The study of culture
requires a systematic and scientific approach which can only be
yerified by undertaking an intensive fieldwork. Keeping this
pointin mind one academic curriculum is so designed to
nrovide us with firsthand experience in the field. Thus, in order
to partially fuffill the requirement assigned in the sixth
semester syllabus we are 10 ungertake a field.
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Study in a tribe or a peasant village but due to time constraint we cauld
not go to distant place to do our field work, Therefore, keeping in mind the
time and convenience we identified the Ayengia Bali :aon at Akajan. Hences,
as suggested by the facilities of the department 2 pilot survey was conducted
and found to he ideal field for the student of sixth semester.

JOURNEY TO THE FHELD:-

On 13 of June, 2022 morning we made all arrangement for the fieid
work. | reached at the Ayengia Ball Gaon at 9.30 am accampanied by teacher -
in- charge Br Naba Kumar Pegu. Since the village selected for the field study
was at aur vicinity it was not difficult for our Journey. It was decided that the
residence of Ayengia Bali LP. school would be our base camp. S0 we would
gather at Ayengia Bali L. P. school every day in the marning and far there we
would disperse for our household survey. Similarty, we would gather agaln in
the evening again from there we would leave for aur respective hames.

SELECTION OF INFORMANT:

For collection of househald information 1 interviewed mostly the head of
the family as my informant. if the head was not available | took the helg of the
elgers of the family 1o fill the echedules. On special topic, | selected the

knowledgeable persons of the village as my informant.
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she rn_inr.:-r day to day prolilems which confront a field wotker in carmying oul his
wotk on the spul [ Feddiveon, 1957). Fer collection of data. | used the follpwing

methods:

i. Sehedule method / Census Method
. Case Swdy method

ti.  Interview method

.  Obsecvasion method and

¥. Gencalogical method.

scnedule Method:

in arder to got the geperal idea of social and demographic status of the
village we used census methvad and as such huus;ehnld census were use 1o recerd
door 1o door nformation of family size, ctan, marilal status, and distance , ievel of
education, occupation, land holding, kivestock and the knowledge of sccondary
language, -

y ysed this method as the first method n the ficld for collection of secio-

economic information of the villagers. | filled the survey schedules at the very

heginning u[’i‘n;}r held study.



Figure:- Pilot survey with our Field in charge




Figure:- Photo of Goan Bura

A Shot by azha

Front View




Figure :- With our Field in charge ( Naba Kumar Pagu)




FIRST DAY IMPRESSION:

Today, the 13 june , 2022 , we start our first day field work with our
reacher at Ayengis Bali Gacn, Akajan in the district of Dhemaiji, Assam. The
village is predominately inhabited by the Mishing tribe. The village is adjacent
ta the Akajan. We met mary people wha could tell us about the history of the
vitlage as well a5 gave Uus nformation about the growth of the village. After
surveying the entlre village, our teacher in- charge divided us into Iwo Sroups.
With our group | filled up my Survey schedules in five hours. The villagers were
yery herd warking and co-operative. They were of various occupations. We got
very gooed response from each and every household. It was at 2.30 PM when
we return to aur homes.

METHODS AND TECHNIQUES:

since the objactive of field work was 1o acguaint us with the use of
mathods and technigues in the fleld, these two aspect were given primary
importance in the field, Methods and techniques are arbitrarily used as
synonymous though we might use the term to refer to the overall systematic
approach 10 the prgblem of the field werrk and ta broad scientific principles in
the right of which ethnagraphic approaches this task. Techniques might be
used to refer rather the ways of dealing.




{ase Sludy Method:

The case study research has been one af the important methods of
sacial research. It has heen traditionally a method of qualitative analysis,
Mr. Herbert Spencer, Mr. Fredrick Le Play and Br. William Haaly were
the pioneers of the case study method. Dr. Wiillam Healy used case
study method to study juvenile delinquents as the population of the
study.

According to P.V. Young ,"Case study is 3 method of exploring and
analyzing the life of a social unit - be that 3 parson, a Family, Institution,
cutturad group or even an entire communhty” {Young, 1962: 229).

interview Method:

Interview is one of the important taol of sacial research. interview
must be combined with schedules, In gther words interview |s a
technigue used ta administer the schedule. The person glving interview
Is called an interviewee, varled tyses of data can be gathered Intensively
and extensiveiy. Besides, interview is a means for assessing the
personality of the respondent,

Young defings interview as, "an effective Informal verba! and non-

verbal conversation initiated for a specific purpose and focused on
certain planned contaln areas

| employed this method at the time of genérating census and during
my coftaction of infarmation on my special topic. Following this method |

put the questions face te face at the same time | noted all the requlired
information,
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Observation Method:

Observation mean to see things with a purpose. it consisted of facts
which are in the direct knowledge of the investigators. Observalion is
perception with purpose, abservation is reguiated perception.in
abservation, only the relevant things are taken into account.

In participant observation the observer takes the part in the sccial
events. When the observer does not actually participate in the activities
of the group, but simply chserves them from distance it is known as non-
participant cbservation {Bajpaiz184).

During our field study | used non participant observation method.
At that time no social events were performed by the villagers. Therefore,
y was not able to ermploy myseif participating n any events of the

cOmMMUNIty.

interview and observation methods were simultanecusly used to
gather :nformation on our specially assigned topics. Case study methods
were used to coliect infarmation on assigned cases. Genealogical
method was used extensively to collect data on kinship and tamily.

Genealogical method:

Genealogicat method which is knowan as G.T method was
discovered by U.H.R Rivers in the study of Melanesian society. This
method is very useful in the study of &iBnshipo, family and marriage.
Thus, in the study of soctal structure this method has a great relevance.

Fhere are some specific symbols which are used this method and
these are given below:

Far Mala

O . For Female

Far Affinal or Marital Tie



- For Consanguine Tie

I . For the Line of Descent

& - Used for Dead

The abbreviation used in the mapping of kinship are as follows:

Father = Fa
pother = Mo
Huspand = Hu
wife = Wi
prother =B8a
sister = 8i

£ a = 50

paughter =Da

Ega i$ an impostant male or female infarmant through which the
relation is traced in the genealogical table method { Jha Makhan, 1924).

SELECTION OF THE INFORMANTS:

| have selected my informers while collecting my Census Survey
schegules. | have selected the genuine persans who know thelr cultural
pattern and tradition and their social [nstitution.
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CHAPTER - 11

SHORT
DESCRIPTION OF
THE FIELD




SHORT DESCRIPTION OF THE LAND

ORIGIN OF THE NAME OF THE VILLAGE

HISTORY OF THE VILLAGE :

o far as the history of the village is concerned, it is in obscurity whatever
data we could unearth with regard to this is only through oral tradition of the

people which is the only available source. How far quthentic this one is cannot put

g guarantee.

The story BOES in the following manners:

The village Ayengia Bali Gaon derived it's name from the inhabitants of the
village as majority of them are Mishings. Gradually from the last two decades
people from the flood affected areas came in to settle whileany others built their
homes to educate their children while some others due to their services. Since
lage have turned into a densely populated village now called the Ayengia

the vil

pali Gaomn.
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LOCATICN AND BOU MDARY

TOPOGRAPHY:

The topopraphy of the yiliage is flat. The area is characterized by

Agricultural land, usable land , and homestead and bamboo grooves. The s0il type

i sandy- and alluvial. The nature of the soil is sticky when wet but hard when

dried. The ground water is generally found at shallow depth and mostly less than

15 meters.

HYOROGRAPHY:

The maln source of water for domastic consumption in the vitlage is tube

welis which are instalied by the villagers themselvas at their own CGasts. Other

than these, no any other sources su polied by government are conspicucus. Many

families, who are affordable, have electricat driven pumps 50 a5 to avail running

water facility i their household.

Eor Agricultural purpases o the other hand, people derived necessary

water from summer rains which is unpredictabie in nature.
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CLIMATE :
The chimate of the viilage can he divided into two seasons, hot and moist

summer and dry cold winter. The village and the surrounding area varies from
moderate to cold with medium to heavy rainfall. The winter sgasons starts from
the manth of October to March, The Monsogn usualty starts from the month of
april to July. The autumn and spring seasons are usually marked by favorable
moderate weather. The climste of this village is suitable for the culttvation of
crops. The yillage is rich in it's natural resources.

FLORA:
The village is rich in floral resources, one can fin vegetation uxuriantly both

natural and planted. Some of the names of the dnmesticatecf plants with local
names have been recorded as follows:-

English Kame Local Hame
Jackfruit Belang
petel Nut Guye
Mango Kedi
pumpkin Tapa
Banana ¥opak
Chilly Mirchi
pineappie Keteki
FAUNA:

A rich veriety of birds and domestic fauna in the village. The comman
Jdomestic fauna seen in the village are cow, goat , cat, dog, pig, hen, duck, pigeon,

etcC.
come of the fauna available in the village have baan collected which are given

helow with local names.

English Name Loca! Name
Goat Soben
Covw Sabo

Fauh Porok

Pig heg

Fish Ongo
puck Pejab
Pigeon Parong
Dog Eki

Cat Mekuri




TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATION:

The means of transport and communication in the village not very much
well develop. The Link roads from the National Highway to the Akajan Tiniali run
just along the Ayengia Bali Gaon on the Southern border. Many of the families

own motorbikes and cars.

Mobile phones are used by almost every grown person of the area.
Television is found in almost every household. The post office is situated at the
heart of the Akajan which is just a kilometer from the village.

ELECTRICITY:

The electricity is supplied from the Silapathar power station which is just at
a distance of 12 kilometer. There is a regular electricity supply to the village
though there are interruptions in between for few hours a day.

SANIATATION:

sanitary system of the village is well developed. The toilets are usually built at
the back sides of the main houses. Most of them are built on concrete sanitary
toilets while only a very few are made of bamboo huts. The families who are
economically sound have sanitary latrine attached to their bathrooms.

A. IMPORTANT PUBLIC PLACE:
RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS:

There are two worshipping place in the village; a Naamghar. The occasions
like Kirton, Ali ai: Ligang etc.

Figure 1:- Naamghar.




EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS:
There are two school one Ayengia Bali LP. School. Other one is Ayengia Bali High

school.
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VILLAGE SHOPS ARD MARKET:

There are few shops within the villages. They are also access to the daily and
weekly market af Akajan Tiniali which is only at distance of half kilometer.

MEDICAL FACILITY:

There is a 200 bedded model Hospital at Sitapathar which is at a distance of 12
kilometer from the village.

POLICE STATION:

The villagers of the Ayengla Bali Geon come under the Silapathar Police station.
The SHapathar Police station i3 just at the vicinity of the village: in distance it is 12
kilometer.

PLAY GROUND:

There is no any comman playground of the village as such. The children and youth
play games in the paddy field during the winter and h some npen spage of
people’s caurtyard.

C.PEQPLE OR SHORT DESCRIPTICHN OF THE VILLAGE:

ETHNIC COMPOSITION:

The ethnic compesition of Ayengia Ball Village is homogeneous. Almost al
the inhabitants of the village are mishings, a tribal community of Assam. Only a
few families of Bengali and Bodo communities are seen in the village.

PHYSICAL FEATURES OF THE PEOPLE:

The Ayengia Bali Village people belong to the mongoloid race. The skin colors
of these people 2re yellow pale. Epicantic fold in their eyes are visible . Their
structures are usually short to medium and few tall. They have mesarrhine nose,
coarse wavy and straight hair. They possess brown to black eve colour,
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LANGUAGE:

The peopie of Ayengia bali speak Mishing dialogue which
belongs to the Tibete Burman linguistic group. Missing is the
mother tongue of the Mising people. They also speak Assamese
fiyently. Hindi and English are alzo known to many of them as
majority of them are literate.

DRESS AND ORNAMENTS:

The Mising tribe has its own traditional dress woven by
the women folk, Women usually wear their traditional Chadar -
mMekhela, but the male folk usually wear traditional dress only
on certain festive occasions and during ritual cerermonies. The
Mosang £gge, Perre, Potali,etc are important traditional dress
of the Mising women. The male membears wear Mibu galuk,
Gonro Ugon, and Ribi Gasor during festivals and other special

oCceasions.

The ornaments of the women folk consists of Ear ring,
Necklaces, Bangles, Doksiri, Thuriya, Madoli, etc.

FOOD AND DRINK:

kice is the staple food of the Misings of the viliage. The villagers
usually eat vegetables, pulses, wild roots and wild vegetables

and leaves. Meat like chicken
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and pork are very much liked by the pecple besides fish and
mutton. Namsing is a very comman food ierm of the Mising

pecple.

Nogin Apong and Foro apong are the traditional
neverages of the Mising people.every family prepare their own
rice beer to be taken during performance of
Factivals and rituals. It is also a regular drink for most of the
Mising families. On special cccasions they prepare dishes iike
paret Oying, Pittang oying, etc. parkis the favorite meat which
cooked with wild edible plants.

MISING DWELLING:

crom the study of material culture in respect of the
house type the Misings are well known for their Chang Ghar,
the house on pile. The people of the vlllage generally have
Assamn type or Concrete RCC huildings houses. But have
canstructed their kitchen on pile [Chang Ghar). The traditional
Mising Pile House (Chang Ghar} is a long single hall; the fire
place in the middle of the hall. There is an open space infront of
the house locally called as the Tunggeng. The granaries are also
built on pile. Almmost all of the families have at least cne Chang
Ghar hehind the main house. Only few families have house
made of bambeo built on pile as main house.
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MISING FAMILY:

Traditionally the Misings are known for their joint
families. A common house is shared by a a whole family
consisting of parents, married sons and daughters. Even after
the death of the father, the family does not break up as a
general rule but continues to live in the same house as
pravipusly including the widow with her children.

In the present study | have found that the majority of the
people of the Kalyan Kendra Mising village live in a small
nuclear families consisting of a married couple and their
unmarried children. Regarding the family pattern of the village,
it is found that the families are of nuclear, joint and axtended

types.
MARRIAGE SYSTEM OF THE MISINGS:

As marriage is concerned, monogamy is the general rule,
but polygamy is also allowed among the Mising community.
There are four types of marriages They are namely, Dugla
{ anamimarriage by found among the Mising. elopement], Tadla
Lanam{marriage by negotiation), Sola Lanam{farce marriage),
Mago Dugnami{probationary marriage). The Misings are divided
into number of clans and sub ¢lans. Marriages are strictly
prohibited among the closely related clan and sub-clans. 1t is
patrilocal in nature. The bride price or dowry system is not
practiced.
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KINSHIP TERMINOLOGY:

Kinship terms are the terms used in designating kin of
various types. The study of kinship terms is an old as
anthropology as a modern science is the first significant
cantributian nof the study of kinship term are made by Morgan
who published his conclusions as regards the kinship terms. He
made two broad categories of kinship viz. the classif icatory and
the descriptive system of Kinship term.

Under a ciassificatory system sevaral people, lineal as
well as coltateral and often even affinal, are all similar. Such
term refer more to relationship rather than to kin. Against this,
a descriptive term of designation describes the speaker's exact
refation towards him/her whom he/fshe is referring to address.
Thus, 'uncle’ is the classificatory term but father' is & descriptive
term. Rivers also refer to their family system of kinship terms.
Such term refers to the members of a single biological family
individuals such as nephews, cousins, and the person related
in-law are some examples of classificatory terms used by
modern westarn society,

Following are some of the kinship terms which | have
found in Kalyan Kendra Mising village of Silapathar at the time
of field study.

Kinship Terms Local Term

Fathar Babu
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Mother

Father's father
Father's Mother
mMother's Father
Mother's Mother
Son

Daughter
Brothar (aldar)
Brother {younger)
Sister {elder)
Sister [younger)
Husband

wWife

Auf Nane
Tato
Yayo
Tato
Yayo
Aao
Ome
Kai
Biro
Bai
Birg
Miio

Miyeng
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PROPERTY INHERITANCE:

The system of property inberitance is patriarchal. The
descent is always traced thraugh the male. So they are
patrilineal. Generally the eldest male or the father is the head
of the family and regarded as the highest authority. The
property of the Mising family includes the cultivated land, the
residence, the domesticated animals, ornaments, utensils,
money and dress etc,

DEATH:

The Mising people balieve that death is not only the
result of diseases caused by the evil spirit but also an outcome
af the natural phengmenan. Death due to ald age is reparded
as a natural and action of God. Henee, when the head of the
family is bedridden and the death is certain his last wizshes and
advices are sought by the family members. As 3 matter of role,
the relatives are infoermed and they are expected to arrive for a
condolence before the dead body is disposed off. The dead are
buried according to their will while alive.
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Table Wa-1
Cletritbuti calion
r| nge INhecate Frinary [IV-v1(] secondary{VIIFK] Highat Sacordany[x-2IE Graduste Porst Graduate
goup | Mate | Famal | Total (%) Maln | Fernal | Tolal Male | Femal | Towl %] | tale | Fem | Todal (%) bisle | Femss | Total (31 | Male | Famal | Tedal
i E ]| [ ale et B [
L LS 11 1% TH11 400 -- - - - - - .-
L8 2 B 15 &7} 1 2 a[2. &3] - - - - -
114 | 2 - 2(0.80 5 F pj3ca) |4 5 R — — _
1519 |- - q 5 3[3.94 [ 3 2[3.50) - 1 1042 --
A0-34 ! 20.87] - - % = 0338 | & B 10{&.26] 1 1jn.43]
2529 | 3 5 B[3.50) - - 4 # Bl2.64] 4 L $3.50) d i B{2.19) -
034 |2 1 21DE7 - z 1 H1.21) 4 4 83 .50) 1 1 2087 |3 31.91)
k349 | 2 B Aa.50 - - - 2 2 a{1.7s5] 2 - 2(0ET) 2 2(0.87] 1 142
44 5 2 5219 1 z 1.3 1 110.414] k| - Fr.31) - - --
4545 3 31314 - 1 o4y | = 3 BlZBIN |1 ) 3(1.31) 1 1 ZinE7) |1 1{0.43)
&0-54 |2 ? 3(L.31) - - 1 1043 |4 411.7%) 2 0 B7| .
RL-5o 2 FALER T - - - 1 10.43] 2 - BT - - - -
G064 |4 - a{1.75} 1 1f0a3| |2 ] 3{1.31) - - - - -
6564 - - 1 143 - - -
T 41 - 1042 - - - - - - - - - - -
e ] - 1 1[043} - - - -
20-94 - - - ] 2[0.E7)
Total | 3 [T B2{35.56) | 10 F 17{7.45) | 28 28 SE{24.56] | 2T 1 Ap{2108 | 11 6 17745} (7 1 B[3.50)
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Arnralysis:-

Distribution of popuiation by age, sex and education are shown in this
takle. The above table reveals that out of the total population of 228 the
nurmber of illiteratas are 82{35.96). the number of illiteracy is higher among
the female which is 44 while it is enly 3B in tase of the males, Of the tatal
popuwlation 17(7.45) have studied upto Primary level, 56{24.56) have studied
upto Secondary and 48{21.05) upto Higher Secandary. There are 17(7.45)
Graduates and 8{3.5} Post Graduates in the Ayengia Bali Mising Village.
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Table Na: 2
istribution of papyl marital status
Age Unmarrled Married Widow Total
graup | Male Female |Total | % Male Female | Total | % Male Female

0-4 11 12 23 23.23 |- - -- - - - — -

=2-5 13 8 21 21.21 - .= - - - -
10-14 12 11 23 2323 | -- - - - - . -
15-1% o 7 16 1e.16 | — .= - - - - -
20-24 8 2 i0 10.10 |3 13 16 12.9 - - - --
75.29 4 B 04 404 [10 12 22 17.74 |- — N
30-34 1 1 02 2.02 12 7 19 15.32 | -- - -- --
35-39 - — - - 7 9 16 1.9 | -- - - -~
40-44 -- - - - G 5 11 887 1 - 1 20%%
45-49 -- - - - & 10 1E 12.9 - -- - -
50-54 - - - 3 1 09 7.25 -- 1 1 20%
55-59 — - - 2 3 05 4.03 — - - .
h0-64 — - - B 1 07 564 |- 1 1 20%
&5-60 -~ - - - 1 - 01 0.08 |- - - -
70-74 - - - - - - - - 1 -- 1 20%

| 75-72 - -- - - - — -- - - - _
| B0-84 - - - - — - — — 1 - 1 |20%

Total 58 | 41 &9 99.99 |62 62 124 99,35 |3 2 5 100%

‘:.:



Anakysis:-

This table shows the distribution of population of Avengia Bali
village. Qut of the total population of 228, number of unmarried male is
.3 and famale is 41, in which {otal 99 are ynmarried and 62 males and
females in which total 124 are married. Percentage being 99.99% and
99.99% respectively. Besides this only 5 are found to be widow,
percentage being 100. the highest number of unmarried male is 13
which i3 faound in the age group of [529] years and unmarried femazle is
12, found in the age group of (024] years, And the highest pumber of
married male is 12 which is found in the age group of {30-34) vears and
the highest number of married ferale is 13, found In the age group of
{22-24) years,
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Table No; 3
istribution latipn by Sex and Affiliation
Male Female Tital
5| No. | Mame of Clan No. " No. ) No. m
1 Taw 27 2268 22 20.18 49 20.49
2 Taid 28 2352 32 29,35 al 2530
3 Worang ik 13,44 13 11.92 25 11.70
d Daw 5 4.2 4 3.66 9 3.54
5 Kuli 4 3.36 ) 3.66 8 .50
B Pait 11 9,24 11 10,09 22 B.64
7 Pegur & =.04 4 3.66 10 4.38
2 Dokey 9 7.56 0 8.25 18 7.88
g Bari 1 .84 yl 1.83 3 3.30
10 Padi 1 0.84 q 3.66 Y 2.19
11 Taye 3 2.02 2 182 5 2.1%
12 Medaok b 5.04 1 091 7 3.1G6
13 Mishong 2 1.68 1 0.1 3 3.30
Total 119 99.96 1G9 59.51 228 09.97
Analysis:-

Distribution of populatior by sex and clan has heen presented in this table. The table reveals that there are 13 clans
i the village. The number of Taid and the Taw population stands highest with 60 and 49 rumbers n caze af the Taid clan
the percentage is 25.30% and that of the Taw clan 20.49%. The cians namely Morang and Pait show considerable
percentage of the population which are respectively 11.70% and 8.64%  The Mis hong, Taye, Baori and Bori clan constitute
the ieast number of population in the village.
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Table No: 4

Distribution of Population by Sex & Occupation

\ 1. \ || Occupation

No Category Male Female Total
MNo % Mo E No %

1 | Govt. Service = 403 |2 1.92 8 3.50

2 | Pvi. Service = - - - - -

3 | Agriculture 42 3467 |1 0.96 43 18.85

4 | Student 42 34.67 | 30 2884 |72 31.57

5 | House wife -- - 17 5384 |56 24.56

& | Business 18 1451 |3 288 |21 9.1

7 | Dependent 11 2.87 12 i1.53 |23 10.8

g | Politiclan 1 0.80 |- - 1 0.43

9 | Wage Labourer | 4 3.22 |- -~ 4 1.75

10 | Tailor - -- -- - -n -n

| Total 124 99.97 (104 99,97 | 228 99.95

Analysis:-

This table shows the distribution of population by age, sex and category of primary occupation of the people of
Ayengia Bali Gaon. Out of the total population 228, B(3.50%) are under Government Service as primary occupation,
A43(18.85%) are Agriculturist, O are Private Service holders, 72(31.57%) are Students, 4{1.75%] are Daily wage labour by
primary occupation, 21(9,21%) are Businessman, and 56(24.56%) are House wife among females.
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Table No: 5

Distribution of Population by Sex & Knowledge of secondary

language

5l. | Secondary Male Fernale Total

No | language No % No “ Mo %

1 | Assamese 113 62.08 |102 1727 | 215 6347

2 | English 19 1043 (7 5.30 26 B.25

3 | Hindi 49 26.92 22 66t |71 22,61

4 | Bengali 1 054 1 0.75% 2 0.63

L | Other -- —- — — s -
Total 182 9997 | 132 39.93 314 99.99

Anabkysis:-

The above table shows that there are 5 secondary
languages that people of Ayengia Bali Gaon can speak. The
number of languages spoken along with their percentages are
Assamese - 215{62.08%), English - 26{8.28%), Hindi -
71{22.61%), Bengali - 2{0.63%) and no other languages are
spoken.
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Table Mo: &6
Distribution of Household according to size
sl Mo. of Mo, of
Size of househol tape
No. |individual ¢ | familles | PErcentag
a1 1-4 Small 29 e
02 -6 Medium 15 30
02 7-B Larpe [ 12
01 7-8 Very large o
Total S 100
Analysis:-

This table shows the distributions of household according
to size. It is found that small families consisting (1-4) individuals
is commah among the pecple of Ayengia Bali Village, number
of 29 and percentage 29% respectively. On the other hand
mediurm age family is 15 in number and percentage being 15%
respectively. Only 6 families are found to ba large and 0 family
to be very large.




Table No: 7
| Distribution of Families according to possession of domestic

animals and birds.

! Domestic No. of families Total no. of |
. $INo. | imals & birds. |in possessian domesticated
i. animals & birds
i Cattle 29 72(24,32%)
2 Dog 15 16(5.40%)
3 Pig 13 26(R.78%)
4 |[Duck 3 11{3.71%)
g Fowls 19 107(36.14%)
[ & | Goat 14 49{16.55%)
7 Pigeon 1 3 1.01%)
B Cat 9 12(3.05%)
Total 109 296{99.956%)
Analysis:-

This table shows that thare are 8 animals viz, cattle{72),
dog{la}, pig{26}, duck(l1l), fowls(107), goat{49), pigeon{3) and
cat(12) that have been recorded in the village.




Table No: B

SINo.| Type Composition Mo. Of | %Age
family
a1 Nuclear | Hushand, wife and 433 66%
unmarried children,
az Husband, wife with 1
married and unmarried 2%
Joint child and gram:_lchlldfen.
Husband, wife and 5
married children. 109
03 Husbhand, wife and their g
marrled child and 18%
ded grandchildran.
Extende Widow with married 2
and unmarried children. 44,
Total 50 100
Analysis:-

This table shows the distribution of the family according
to type composition. In this table there are 33{66%) nuclear,
£(123%) joint and 11(22%) extended families are found in the
Ayengia Bali Village.




Tahle No: 9
Distribution of martial alliances aceprding to spouse distance
51 Mo, disf::::[ftm] Ne. of marriage Percentage
1 0 - -
2 1-10 5 8.06
3 11-20 4 £.45
4 21-30 11t 16.12
5 31-40 2 3.22
6 41-50 4 .45
7 51-50 10 16,12
g2 61-70 i0 1612
9 71-80 0 0
10 81-90 2 3.22
11 91-100 15 24.19
iz 100 ang abave I 0
Tatal 52 §9.95
Analysis:-

The table shows the distribution of families of marital

alliances according to spouse distance, From the table it is clear

that the marital according to spouse distance within 91-100 km
are highest with a total number of 15{24.19%) followed by
spouse distance of 21-30 km with a number of 10(16.125%).
More has been found to have married within the village.

Martial alliances of spouse distance above 100km is also seerns

to be nil.




CHAPTER -1V

SPECIAL TOPIC




Case study -1
Figure 1:- Me and my Informant
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Household No.
Name of the informant
Education
Occupation
ARe

Sex

mdarital Status
Religion

Clan

Gate

Place

A short genealogy of Informant .-

, [%lez

al

G2

4

CASE STUDY-1

39

Purna Kanta Taw
BA Passed

RBC NGO

37 Years

Male

Married

Hindu

Taw

17-06-2022
Averipia Bali, Akajan

()

A
A

/
®
A

7
T

1= The Epo’s Father [Death)

2=The Ego's Mother

3=ERoc's Elder Brother

A 4= The Ego
A L= ERD's Son
A 6= Ego’s Daughter
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CASE STUDY-1

For my first case study, on 17 june, 2022 at 10:00 am | along with my
classmates of sixth semester students of the Anthropology department
silapathar Science College headed for the Ayengia Bali Village for collection
of Information for our special topics. | went Mrs. Purnakanta Taw house,
che is a married person and stays with her wife and children. he has one
son. | selected her as an informant for my case study because he was a
person of knowledge, kind hearted and co-operative. | explained te him the
purpose of my visit to which she extended to co-operative and gave me
some information about mishing musical Instrument, We had a long time
talk on the mishing rmusical instrument of Ayvengia Bali Village.

Missing musical Instrument
1 Cylindrical drum  ({Dhal)
2Gin {Tall)

3 Fute  [Bahi)




Special tropic

Introduction

Assam the part of North East India is enique as it has own culture and tradition the
musical instrument of Ascsam reflect that there is a deep impact of South Asian
traditional musical instrument habits of Assam the culture of missing community s
very traditional and their culture is nature based within a specific situation and the
functionalist approach i applicable to fotus it. The culture history of missing
community [t i very claar how they are shifting from rural urban areas of other place.
5eill they are using their own traditional musical instrument as well as modern also.
The impact of economic globalization is very clearly visibie in missing society also the
paper 15 based on a very speculative survey to éxplore the changes going on missing
culture of Assam.
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1 Cylindrical Drum It is @ musical instrument Cylindrical drum are generally two headed
and straight sided and sometimes use a buzzing percussive string.

Cylindrical drum is made from a jackfruits branches and cow skin the local name of
cylindrical drum is dhrum drum , basically it used Ligang and Bihus.




2 Gini It is a pair of clash cymbals which make high pitched percussion sound in its
simplest from it consists of a pair of small hand cymbals

Gini is made from brass and connected with a cotton cord the local name of Gini is
Lupl Basically it used with cylindrical drum on Ligang and Bihus.




Case study -2
Figure 2:- Me and my Informant




Househotd NO.
Name of the informant
Education
Cccupation
Agep

Sex

fdarital Status
Religion

Clan

Date

Place

CASE STUDY-II

33

Nirmal Morang
HS Passed

RAC NG

35 Years

Male

Married

Hindu

18-06- 20122
Ayengia Bali, Akajan

A short genealogy of Informant -
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2=The Ego's Mother
3= Ego’s Elder Brothar

The Epo
5= Ego’s Son

~ Ega’s Daughter




Case Study-

For my second case study, on 18 June, 2022 at 10.00 AM | along with my
classmates of sixth semester students of the Silapathar Science College headed for the
Avengia Bali Gaon for collection of information for our special topics. | went to Mr.
Mirma! Morang house. He [s married persen and stays with his mother, wife and
children. He has a son and & daughter. Also his vounger brother lived in his same
house. | selected him as an informant for my case study berause he was a person of
knowledge, kind hearted and co-operative, explained to him the purpose of my visit to
which the extended to co-operative and gave me information about Mishing musical
instrument and local name of instrument of mishing. We had a long time talk on the
topic of Mishing musical instrument and local name of instrument.



3 Flute it is a musical instrument the flute has five finger holes and measures about 8.5
inch 22cm long

Flute is made from bamboo and wood , The local name of flute is Bahi, basically it used

on ligang and Bihus.




| CHAPTER -V

SUMMARY AND
CONCLUSION.
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CHAPYER- V
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

Anthropology is the thorough and systematic study of human baings fram
gll sorts of aspects. It is very essential in understanding the perfect perspective for
the students of Anthropology. This year,2022, the department of Anthropology,
Silapathar Scence College, Silapathar has arranged a field work for the studants
af sixth semester students at Avengiz Bali Village, Akajan in Dhemaji district,
Assarn. An extensive field study was carried out continuolsly of saven days, which
started from 12 june 2022 and continued upta 18 June , 2022, In the presam
report, 8 discussion is proposed to focus some aspect of the socic-cultural life of
the Mishing tribe of Ayangia Bali Village. In the preceding chapters | have made 3
detailed stedy about the socip-cultural aspects of the Mishing of Ayengia Bali
Village. in ralation to other topics more investigations were made on “Musical
Instruments of the Mishing”. In addition to data collection made on through
chservation and interview, a few concrete case for the above mentioned topic

was also collected frem the people of the village. First chapter deals with the
introduction of the field methaodology. In the next chapter, | have discussed the

village features including the size and settlement.




patem of the vilfage. I also includes the general socio-historical backgrownd of

the people, physical fealures. eic. ang comans some socilo-relipinus aspects al the
peophe. The thied chapier is dwe demographic part. The fourth chapter includes the
special topic. The last chapler he, this chapier deals with the summary 2nd

conciasion, field drary and biblingraphy.

Tw sminpiary amd conclesion part of this chapter aghbights some of the

salicnt teatures In the field work.

One main community of thal is the Mising population mainly inhabits the
Kalvan Kendia hMising village. Many of them have moved o the vilage a:
Jifferer times from various other arsas and districls. Most of them age trom
villages on the north bank of river Brahmaputra in the district of  Dhemaji ahes
have migrated 1o the village due w0 flood and other reasons ke service and

husiness and lor the betier education of their children.

The mother tengue of the Misings is Mising language which belongs to the
Tibeto-Burman Hnguistic group. They also speak Assamese, Hipd:, Bengali and
some of them can also speak Enpiish. The climalios condition of the Kalyan

K endra Mising GROM 13 also same with the other pans of Dhemajy distnct. Most of

the people have their agricultural land away {rom the village. The village is

densely populated and henee only kitchen garden are practwed ameng them. The



supply of electricity covers the whole vitlage. Majority of the
families have modern electronic amenties like television, radio,
sound systemn, freeze and telephones, etc. Motarbikes and cars
are also common among the villagers. School buses,
autorickshaws, electronic rickshaws also ply in the village as a
means of transportatian.

Traditionally the women of the village wear their
traditional dress and ornaments but the impact modernization
is observable in their dress pattern. Males usually wear the
traditional dress during festivals and ritual nccasions. Regarding
occupations most of the people are either Government
servants or businessmen, Very few are agriculturists by
occupations.

The economic condition of the village is quite good. As
per analysis it is seen that that the number of earning members
in the population is quite high.

Thea village is educationally well developed. Almost all
male and female members of the village are literate. The rate
of illiteracy is very little. Many graduates and Post graduates
are also seen in the village. Nowadays people have become
conscious about quality education and are educating their
young children in the best schools of the area. Many have sent
their children for higher education.




to cther places outside the district and also ather states like
Delhi, Punjab Bangalore, ete.

Regarding the family pattern of the village, it is found
that the families are of nuclear, joint and extended types.

The system of property inheritance is patriarchial. The
descent is always traced through the male, 50 they are
patrilineal. Generally the eldest male or the father is the head
of the family and regarded as the highest authority.

As marriage is concernad, monogamy is the general rule,
but polygzamy is 2iso allowed among the Mising community.
Thare are four types of marriages found amaong the Mising.
They are namely, marriage by elopement, marriage by
negotiation, force marriage, probationary marriage. it is
patrilocai in nature. The bride price or dowry system is not
practiced.

From the study of matarial culture in respect of the
house type the Mising are well known for their Chang Ghar, the
house on pile. The peaple of the village generally have Assam
type ar Concrete RCC buildings houses. But have constructed
their kitchen on pile {Chang Ghar). The granneries are also built
on pile. Almost all of the families have atleast one Chang Ghar
hehind the main hause. Only few families have house made of
hamboo built on pile as main house,




1t is seen that the Mising people of this village live 2 middle
class lives. They are much better in living standard than the
other Mising populations in other backward areas, Their special
traditional customs and other such characterstics are
noticeable in the religious and social practices.

The present study is very preliminary in nature. However,
it § very interasting and educative study through which | was
able to notice the development and changes regarding their
education, economic status and socfo-cultural aspects of the
peogle of this village in particular and the Misings as a whole in
general. An extensive study is necessary to know thoroughly
about them.
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Date - 14/06/ 2022
On 14 June 2022, The first day of my field trip. | woke up at 7.00 am and got

freshup. | was very much excited for the field trip. And 50 on | took a fresh bath
and had my breakfast at 8.00am . After that | took my materials required for
my field. At sharp 59.30am we were asked to present on silapathar Highway No
56 road. We were there for all my friends had gathered in silapathar Highway.
When our sir came all of us went for field study. After that our sir divided all
the students in 2 groups and asked each group to collect the census data from
the mishing families residing the village.

Date- 15 /06/2022
Like the previous day and as it had been earlier schedule, we accordingly

arrived at our destination at 9.30 in the morning for our field study at Ayengia
Bali village silapathar. We set out for the field and reached our destination at
10.00 am. On our second day of field study we went to fill the house haold
survey schedule forms for the rest of the village. We started our houses hold
survey. Having done our filed survey till 2.00 pm we came to our house 3.00pm

Date — 16/06/2022
As it earlier schedule, we accordingly arrived at our destination at 9.30 am in

the morning for our field study at Ayengia Bali village silapathar at 10.00 am
for my first case study | went to the houses of Mrs. Purnima taid, who is
married and according to custom stays with his wife and his family members.
He has a daughter and a son. He was a very kind and cooperative person.

Date — 17/06/2022
For my second case study , | visited Mr. Lalit Taw house on 17/06/2022. She is

married and lives with her husband and family members. She has two
Daughters. She was very co- operative and a helpful person. She honestly
respﬂﬂdﬂd to my questions | put forwarded to her about the preparation and
use of the locally prepared beverage among the mising commonly known as

the Apong.
Date- 18/06/2022
For my third case study, | visited Mrs Kabery Morang ‘s house on 18/06/2022.

who is married and according to custom stays with his wife and his family

members. He has a daughter and a son. He was a very kind and cooperative

person.




