AN ETHNOGRAPHIC FIELD INVESTIGATION REPORT ON THE MISINGS OF
AYENGIA BALI GAON IN DHEMAIJI DISRICT OF ASSAM WITH SPECIAL
REFERENCE TRADITIONAL DRESS AND ORNAMENTS

Field Report Submitted to the Department of Anthropology,
Silapathar Science College in Partial Fulfilment of the Requirement of
the B. Sc. Sixth Semester Examination, 2022

2
‘G
uhmltteci By :-
Name .- Rahul Gogoi
Roll No. -- 22520112
Registration No.  :- 51904165
Year - 2022

Papes code = O3

QV, DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY

_ SILAPATHAR SCIENCE COLLEGE
o SILAPATHAR, ASSAM

2022 D{;}, &

j Jf'faﬂﬂ\vmfﬁ ol hield ”F"'"—Il""':-"“'ﬁ‘; ,Jl.rﬂﬁq\‘ﬁ.l'[lie Hﬂthmﬁ_%ﬁ; %&’»m iute ok Y OD|
: |




(ol o8
w4

E:}_ 2
Bl 5
4_-3 ACKNOWLEDGEMEMT
l::r =
4 3 ai the very outset of preparing this repart, I must pxrpress my deep pratitude

.o aii those concerngd i organizing this project particularly to aur respected Dr. Joy
~handra Pegu, Silapathar srience Coilege.

drowd

. BApress 1My Sincers thanks to the teacher in charge Sri Naba Kurnar Pegl
sssmi. Professor Silapathar Science CaVlege for all the valuabie advices and personal
helps he vendered tome.

e

-

again, | also thank heartfelt gratitude to Sir Maba Kr. Pegu and Madarn Sarita
aupta for their constant help and support in making the field report and during field
stucly with their valuable information and suggestions.

e

Er

A rurther, 1 extend my gratitude to all my classmates for their excellent <o
gperatian., | express my regards to all the members of the depanment of

anthropology, Silapathar Science College.

'a_- Finally, 1 do extend my everlasting gratitude to the people of the Ayengia Bali
Gaoh for their hospitality and co-operation that they had given ta me during my
Fiotd works. Without their help and co-operation it would not have heen possible for
ma to make the prasent work a fulfilled one.

Vi

J/,.I—"l

P

Sti Rahul Gogoi

B.5¢. 6th Semeaster
Dentt. Of Anthropology
silapathar Science College Silapathar.

.ul"'r'-

r - llrr"_
ol o - SN

-

-
-

-

w




|

hu@q}-mm

I I
|
ayd ol

FR =y |

+

| I
-

o 1

[N Y | r:1

!

a

PREFALE

anthrapology is the science which deals with the comparative
study of man as a physical and cultural being.
i ras main two branches.

i1 pPhysical anthropology and it} cultural Anthropology.

Physical anthropology is concerned with a man as a physical
organism in tite and space. Here time means the stages of
development of man in process of evolution during pericd of
time, space refers to the differentiation of the physical types in
modern man living in different parts of the world.

ii} . Cuitural anthropology is concerned with the study of man
at a cultural being, his work, behavioural pattern, the
knowledge of life pattern and his society.

We are provided with theorithical background in classroom
lecture. As such the students of Anthropology are required 1o
verify their anthropological kn pwledge

by undergoing some training i.e. atnp to field which is an
essential part of Anthrepology. Anthropology is a field science.
5 field is the actua! laboratary of it. T have a proper practical
experience we are o stay in the midst of people, cbserving
them and their activities in their natural setiings, which is
supplemented by interview and other anthropological method,
wWe have undertaken the field




Uq,d_;-d_v-iuﬂw'ﬂﬂ“"

ar

o

T

9

i

i NT ENT

ok i dgement

In)

D BATER

R Fatate [T €lale
by and Qojectives
»Seecticn of Field
.# Time and Duration
: The (eam
<3 Journey 1o tne Field
«» Seiection of Fietd

s First Day Impression

« Methons and Techniques Employed in the field




[p——— - S Bunni

T

1 !{h | E‘__J-. E

.

g 4 owr AV W U e e T

R

N

-..-"bﬂu'i._rq'r

1
»

o

o

L

I

- ;_. - A

w1 Description of the Field
st ot e illage
e geaticn oF 2 village
ST opQarapy
S T - TARIL S
s s e
SR

L

[ -
” .J'!-".

s Transport and {omimunication
i Elertricily

o Sapitatiah

8- imporant and public Places
s Religlous Instiution

= Egucatonal nstitution

# Shops and Markets

aopisdica Fatiliues

& Pobce station

S0 ir AYeYET D




T T R L UV e

A A

s

L

[

.

- ot )

EL :‘.1_.1 e

«aer Description of the Village
e by TGAREOSTHON

& Boysicg veatures of the People

L ETLMEE
Shoiens A arnaments

S Eogls v rink

S Ts s HAY

= Marnade

s AQricUure

& irheritance of Propadty
o Waaving

= vitlags Organization

e fanshug Terminology




.
El
e

- ;.
=3
—-3
— .
-
3
.|_i'}
-
J.z
1
|
i
oo
- \
-_l - R

-

[
__'__l_.l-___.'_

I-"f I.'..'.'r b
1

o

Saora

Fa T 7P

Jq_i-'thla.':r'nj'\.‘il-'

o

Rt (te P Anatysts

spectal Topic-
v OTROTELCEICE
2 Lge Shuthy -

v U gge ALy -0

2 Suymmary ang Conctusion
< Flgia Oiaiy

< Bibliography



<
=




LTk L

LR T IR Ee

FRTT Pl

L[ sl

arARLY

PRY I

oMrd g

nellse ki

HivgitdOs

IH¥E I¥H

iy

..E_E._.# .

P mﬁa._u_q.:z_uﬂ

w1 T

P ERT o

E]

k

-
- -
a - -
- - -



r - - . .

- |I |I —|I | "

N -J'_~'LfJ.._«f&ﬂﬁa33&'335ﬁuﬂhﬁjdjwu'ﬁ“ww@

£ RURAL L
BRADESY 2

ol

iht 5

TINSLIA

x ..-:'.':L‘-:::_“. "

L]

hor T&D{P{ﬂgﬂfﬁﬁ

DIRRUGARHM . LEGENB
heabmal Highay
waer Bosd

District Gondary
-~ - - Stgte BourdSary
. ' . Rorer
A Jepratb ey {®  Distig Hi
_ Copymighl & 2512 wow safimdix com &  Other Town




i N L ' E

e e Y. U . V. W N, S« S o S S LA WU LR AR T A R - T



Vi & RN

|
[ o
e S B




BTRODUCTION

Anthropology is @ Erowing Science and fieldwork is an integral
par of it. The field is a laboratony of the anthropologist. Field wark is the
most essential part of anthropological study. The first hand knowledee
~f the way of life of the people can be acquired with the help of field
work by applying sarious methods and technigues. Hearing and one
atiains beneflts from the study of visualizing with gnes own eyes. After
achieving the ideas and thecretical knowledge which remains
incomplete without gaining any practlcal knowledge, it is the f ield where
we can formnulate new cociolpgical and euliural developrment of srientific

anthropoioglcal researches.

Investigation on varous neople, different types of cultures,
gacial customs, behawior, and attitude LOwWers iivelihood is a part of the
field study where various anarytical data can ke eallected with gasy
reach of time and labor. To carry out hisfher feldwork on 2 gpecific
subject an interviewing, observing, attaining to rites and rikuals,
abserving their LUsTHTary hehavior, questioning about their tradition.
The investigator can learn many things about the pa rricular Society. It
also gives him/her an opportunity to know the Socio-religious and also
the behavior pattern of a particular group of population.

This field study is hecessary for a student of anthrapology as it
helps in learning the Importance of mankind lving inan envitonment
not theoretical but thro ugh practical knowledee. Besides every possible
acguaintance with the subject matier concerns regarding anthropology,
g girm in fulfilling the varinus aspects and development of a community
that inhabits in a rurai anvironment.




THE JOURNEY:-

The Journey to the Ayengia Bali village was an enjoyabie and
sxgiting one. Our team of 14 students along with our teacher-in-
charge Mr. Naba kr pegu sir, gathered at the Department of
anthropology at 2:00am. We siarfed our journey at 10:00am and
+bout 9:30am we arrived at our camp.

SRR -

rield training in anthropology is a part of syllabus prescribed by
ihe Dibrugarh University for the B.sc Degree Honors Course.
There are two divisions of studying sclence, Theoretical and
practical ideas of the fieldwork and to become expert and field
worker in the branch of science.

ORJECTIVES:-

The primary object of the field training is fo acquire knowledge
of the students with the methodology of collected data in various
aspects which better undersiands in the field rather than in the
classroom. A larger part of the students experience is bullt up by
present observation and training in the field, Classroom lectures
and museum study provides the students which a theoretical
background which rather help to the students in their field
environtmnent.

PREPARATION OF THE FIELD SURVEY::-

Ly x ¥ e R.%5 WA S AN L S




45 the schedule for ihe trip has been notified well in advances, a
ense of excitement and and anxiefy begin to show our faces.
Ae were given a seres wips and field manners behaviors in our
regular classes. Besides academic preparaiion, we alsa began 10
sort out the essential field, items and implement to be carvied to
-he fieid. Field books were packed wiib pencils and other
ascessary items. Fooding materials were procured well in
Ldvanced to secure our stay in the appetice. Having done all
ihese on the early moriing of June 14-06-2022, we set out for

the field.

THE PARTY:-

The team comprised of 14 students of B.sc 6™ semester and one
reacher in charge, Mr.Naba Kumar pegu of the Department of
Anthropology of Silapathar Science College. Aleng with our
teacher in charge Wwe gathered at the Department of
anthropology at positively :00 am and we started over journey
at about 9:30am we arrived at ouy camp (Ayengia Bali village)

exactly at 10:00am
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INTRCDUCTION

Anthropology s the science of man. But this meaning 15 100
nroad and general. Ta be more precise, it is the scigtice of man
and his work and behavior, The term "anthropology” has been
derived from two terms "anthropos” mezning - man and
“]ogos’ means study. Thus anthropology is the study of man.
according to Radclif Brown, “if we define anthropology as the
sciance of man and human life In all its aspects, thenitis
obvious that psychology as the study of human mind

and behavior, must be included in anthropology between
numan biclogy, which deals with man's physical aspects, and
<pcial of cultural anthropology which deals with his owh social
hife."

Anthropoiogy studies man and his varied manifestation
in time and space over a period of little more than one hundred
years of its life, the disciptine is distinguished itself reasonably
well, hoth in term of systematic attainment of knowledge as
well as in application to the service of the mankind.

An Anthropolaoglst collects data by direct cbservation
and interview as weli as other procedures involving field
investigations. Anthropologists not only study the people but
also they share with them their lifa experiences, eating,
laughing and crying, etc.




- Pilot survey with our Field in charge
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societies to obtain the comman and unigue scientific theories.
Ay knowing man we can more effectively understand man's
proflem and to cope with them.

Afdd AND OBIECTIVE:

scientific studies are never perfect until they are
practicaliy verified. in every aspect of science practical
iknowledge is more valuable than theoretical. Theoretical
knowledge without practical is rootless and practical
knowledge without practical is fruitless. Therefore social
science ke Anthropotogy which
deals with different aspects of man comprises two man's
divisions theoretical and practical. More precisely Anthropology
is not a iaboratory science, its [aboratory is field, Hence,
figldwork in Anthropology is considered as practical aspects
where student are acquinted with a vast theoretical
background by classropm lectures,

in Anthronolegical fieldwork we choose one community
for our study, which is very much necessary. Through this we
can understand the social and cuitural aspect of a particular
community. The principal aim of fieldwork is to acguire
practical idea of the work and tc gecome expert and eminent
fieldworker of the subject. Experience of fieldwark is the basic
thing te make him or her best social scientists.
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The primary objective of the field training is 1o acquint the
ctudents with the specific methed of collecting data regarding
the various aspects of life of the people concerned.

another objective of the field training is to conduct
ethnographic spet investigation on a graup where correct
information of particular topics like literacy, material condition
ete. are taken. Thus field training gives proper understanding of
the subject of anthropaological fact, which is absolutely essential.
Tharefore, fieldwork becomes of very impartant.

The fieldwork is included in the B.5c. sixth semesier
syllabus as 3 campulsory study. We are to suhmit a report on a
particular community, which reguires a student to undertake a
trip for at least 15 days praferably in a tribal village.

SELECTION OF FIELD:

Fieldwaork is an anthropelogical tradition which provides
empitical experience of norher culture®. The study of culture
requires a systematic and scientific approach which can only be
verified by undertaking an intensive fieldwark. Keeping this
point in mind one academic curriculum is so designed to
provide us with firsthand experience in the field. Thus, in order
tp partiatly fulfill the requirement assigned in the sixth
semester syliabus we are 10 undertake a field.
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Lo w oo

Lbow

e o : peasant vilage but dug to time constraint we couid

wru. okeee o do our field work. Therefore, keeping in mind the

izt arwwraence we identified the Ayengia Bali Gaon at Akajan. Hences,

cigzEfiId oy o fprifities of the department a pilot survey was conducted
e me s feld for the student of sikth semester,

ar

e dpabE s TR SHELL -

5 lane, 2022 morning we made all arrangement for the field
ot emninie 1 the Ayengla Bali Gaon at 9.30 am accompanied by teacher -
- roatge 0 lasa humiar Pegu, Snce the village sejected Tor the feld study
as 37 ou s ioWiEy ¥ was not difficult for Gur journey. It was decided that the
ceidence oo ayongia BaW LE. school would be aur base camp. Lo we wioiled

ssthar 31 Avengid Bal i P school every day in the morning and for there we
Lmukd aisperse (oo our househald survey. Similarly, we would gather.again in
M BVERIE 3aks oM there we would leave for our respective homes.

L ECTION S - INFORMARNT:

e conection of household information | interviewed mesthy the head of
e fagnily o e priormant, if the head was not available | took the help of the

stangs 1w rwly to fill the schedules. On special topic, 1 selected the

nennEAge A 1206 sons of die village as my informant.
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Fe 3 oune . 2022 , we start our first day field work withy our

s g Bal Gaon, Akajan in the disinict of Dhemaji, Assam. The

hagd PTRENTLNG TN inhahited by the Mishing tribe. The village is adiacent

i wnieis e cnei many peopte who could tell us about the histery of the

gmge oo -8t i gdve us information about the growth of the village. After

e The 2nnTe vidage, our teacher In- gharge divided us into two groups.

Arhoany aroe  villed up My SUTYEY schedules in five hours. The villagers were

o hard aorRing and co-operative. They were of various pccupations. We got

g wael cesfonss from each and every household, 't was at 2.30 PM when
GO rRYLEY o0 DAL s OTMES.

A ITHODES & ey TECHRIDUES:

Laerorpe sosecdve of field work was to acquaing us with the wse of
ceathods 2nd technigues in the field, these two aspect were given primary
.ngorenes - ihe fleld. Methods and techniques are arbitrarily used as
ALY RGJEh we might use the term to refer to the overall systematic
aoprdsth 0 e prollem of the fleld wark and to broad sclentific principles in
cme gl o wRich etfinographic approaches thiz task. Technigues might he
Lo oo . 2te rather the ways of dealing.




L

o

- Conganguine Tie

o tite Line of Descent

Jnee for Dead

. apotewiadon used in the mapping of kinship are as follows.

AR Sy
ST ETHA

reer

Ao akier ik
AEeHT

i .
Jadghis St

zpe L an oporiant male or female informant through which the
elation s iraced s the genealogical table method { sha Makhan, i924).

ST ECTION OF THE INFORMARNTS.

 ave waected my informers while cotlecting my census SLFveY
-peduies « nave sefected the genuine persons wha know their cultural
arenrp and {raflition and their social institution.
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et widy research has been one of the important metheds of
e la < EsuarCl 12 has been traditionally a method of gualitative anaiysis.
1 merrert Spencer, M, Fredrici be Play and . Wilham Healy were
e lovaars of the case stuty method, Dr. William Healy used case
ey mekhod 10 study juvenile delinquents as the population of the

RANTLR

secording o Y. Young " Case study is 2 method of exploring and
anaiyng the fite of a sotial it - e that 3 persan, a family, institufion,
uliural groun oF even an-entire community” (Young, 1962: 229).

intervied Wiethod:

reraiiw L onie of the important (ool of sacial rasearch. (aterview
ust be combined with schedules, in other words interview is 3.
raghnlque used (0 administer the schedule, The person giving interview
< calted an wierviewee, vatied types of data can be gathered intensively
anc gxtensively, Besides, interview i$ 8 means for assessing the
qarsonaiity of the respondent,

youni defines [nterviaw as, "an effective informal verbat ang non-
+erbisl conversatien initiated for a specific purpose and focused on
~artain sianned contain areas.”

| ermpibyed s method at tha time of generating CensUs ang during
oy coliection of information on my special topic. Following this method §
sut the ouestions face to face at the same time | noted abl the raguized
cdormidatioen
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bty comlront @ ield worken i cTyIng oul his

ol nert DRETY For coilection ol data. | used the fotlowing

r e g nngars Micthodd

T AL '-E"!".':-h b .
Wt MLz - S LU SR

D TRRNY B H 4 T

e T L LU F LR

e GEr e ari the penerdl idez of seceal and demographic slamus of the

Lagg e msvl - Lani rihed and as such household census were vse 2 record

1o geat mvonmiion of famly size, clan, merital stalus, and dislance , levet al
L atrall, oveupaoa, wnd holding, lvestack and the knowledge of secondsry

T | A oo,

© Leth st reviod a8 (e Tirst methasd i the field for vellection of socio-
cpaic wiicemanan oi ine vitiagers. | filled the survey schedulas ar e very

Y [ i TR TN T 1k



st gAY ITETRNG

e wiedT TS T0 S2@ things with 3 gurpose. it consisted of facts
ooem mee o che Sirect kRDwiedge of the investigators. Observation is
o Tambai wOLT Dl pose, observation is regutated perception.in
L riwaiont, eib T relevant thangs are taken tnto acoount.

Sai 100 pEn bservation the observer takes the part in ithe social
e ne wanas rhe abserver does not actually participate in the activities
ek, D simply observes them from distance it is known as non-
L nmani chsetvstion (Bajpaic184).

Steng pon Haia study | used non participant cbservation method.

ranat tivie BO sDOEF events were performed by the villagers. Theretore,
| es ol aoie ta employ myself participating n any events of the

L] LALETESAS

nmarten FAG onservation methods were simultaneousty used to
 ather informaticn an our speciailly assigned topics. Case study methods
Lare used 1o mollect information on assigned cases. Genealogicai
clnng was used extensively to coliect dats on kinship and famsly.

GenaIiogica et

Genesiogit method which is known 45 6.7 meitiod was
senvered by Ui H R Rivers in the study of Melanesian society. This
waptaod is very useful in the study of kiBnshipo, family and marmage.
vegw i e Stufy 07 soial siructure this method has a great relevance.

cmere at ¢ some specific symbols which are usad this methed and
FEsa Sre tivers below:

Car fiake
< Female

For AMinal or Marital Tie
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DESCRIPTION OF
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GESGRIFTION OF THE LAND

{IRIGIN OF THE NAME OF THE VILLAGE

. ma

-y

abaei e o0 Tk B idsl

- wzr Hae Tistony of the village is congerned, it 13 ih obscurity whatever
Sizowe® ol iniearth with repard to this is only through oral tradition of the
Lesle WRICh s e oniy available source. How far authentic this one is cannot put

L TR

s STLPY BCes b uhe Toligwing manners:

The wilage Avengia Ball Gaon derived it's name from the inhabitants of the.
Allape @5 maerivy of them are Mishings. Gradually from the last twe decades
Lpopia T e tinod affacted areas came in to settle whileany others built their
L oRTIES PO Sty el children while some others due to their services. Sihce
ez willage rave tumed into 3 densely populated village now cailed the Ayengia

CLoes T
LTI B
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ey oF the willage s flar. The area is characterized oy
pricUies. i sable land , and homestead and bamboo grooves. The soil type
CLaRGy sor ailiniat. The nature of the soil 13 sticky when wet but hard when
LB (T mraung water is generally found at shallow depth and mostly less than
-

Y ROGRAZHY:

rhe wzin source of water for domestic consumption In the village is tube
~ells which are inctalled by the villagers ithemselves at their own coasts. Other
ran thess. o any olher sources supplied by government are conspicuous. Many

sqmilies, wno are stfordable, have electrical driven pumps 50 85 to avail runaing

weibar Tacilisy in their household.

<o, Sprigditdral purposes on the other hand, people derived necsssary

water from surnimer rains which |s unprediciable in nature.
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aEe. albing village can be divided into fwo seasans, ot ant moist
s o winter, The village and the surrounding area varies from

ol with medium te heavy rainfall. The winter seasons starts from

iremer o Wlarch. The BMensoon usually starts frem the month of
e subwrn and spring seasens are usually marked by favorakle

cenphas The climate of this village is suitable for the cultivation of

iy afes . il o TS natural resources.

e o rich i floral resources, one can fin vegetatian luxurianthy both

nuim and nipnmea. Some of Lhe names of the domesticated plants with local
=125 Baevg heay, recorded as follows:-

Ciplisi Nains Local Name
at, e Egiang
SRR R Alive

LA gl

- Ul Capra
LRGN Kopak
Ly nAirchi
SseapRe Boed ek
i

& cisn warer, of birds and domestic fauna in the village. The comman
et iadaa seen i the village are cow, goat , £at, dog, pig, hen, duck, pigeon,

yoime ol ine rauna availakle In the village bave been coliected which are given
ey weith Inea names
Logligds P& vocal Mame
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I
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ARNSECH ANC LOMMUNICATION:

ar s uf ransport and communication in the village not very much
‘Bl aewveion, The Link roads from the National Highway to the Akajan Tiniali run
slong e Avengia Ball Gaon on the Southern border. Many of the families

Wi motoriukes and oars

wiopne phones zre used by almost every grown person of the area.
Slevision & found In almost every household. The post office Is situated at the
sarl of the Axajan which is just a kilometer from the village.

wmarimn | e
ECTRIC

The electricity Is supplied from the Silapathar power station which Is just at
istance of 12 kilometer. There s a regular electricity supply to the village
nough there are interruptions In between for few hours a day.

L

CANIATATION:

sanitary system of the village is well developed. The toilets are usually built at
e back sides o1 the main houses. Most of them are built on concrete sanitary '
odets whils cnly 3 very few are made of bamboo huts. The families who are
=conomically sound have sanitary latrine attached to their bathrooms.

4, IMPORTANT PUBLIC PLACE:
RELIGIOUS INSTITUTHONS:

there arz two worshipplng place in the village; a Naamghar. The occasions
liez Kirion, All ai; Ligang etc,

Figure 1:- Naamghar.
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s iadsE SHOPE BND MARKET:

e wrd e Shyoos within the villsges. They are also access to the daily and

v st ar Akajan Tindali which iz only ai distance of half kilometer.

FETHE i G L

i i : 00 Dedded model Hospital at Silapathar which is at a distance of 12
siEmepen rarn ine viliage,
=oDE STAVTRY

e wilimger - 0F gne Ayengia Bali Gaon come under the Silapathar Pelice station.
me sitapatihar Poiice station is just at the vicinity of the village; in distance s 1
TR
HLEY ARLIUNLY

S a i i vy comimon playground of the willage as such, The children and youth
qlay gamss i the paddy field during the winter and n some open space of .
caple’s coLryara.

. PEOPLE OR SHORT DESCHIPTION OF THE VILLAGE:

FTHMIC CORFOSHEON:

ran 2onic camposition of Ayengia Bali Village is homogeneous. Almost ali
‘e innatans of the village are mishings, a tribal community of Assam. Onby a
Low tamilies of Beapali and Bodo comm unities are seen in the village.

SHYSICAL FEATURES OF THE PEOPLE:

Tha Avengia Balt Village peopke helong to the mongoloid race. The skin colors
o ihese people are yellow pale. Epicantic fold in their eyes are visible . Their
srruciisres aro wsuaby short to medium and few tall. Thay have mesorrhine nose,
garse wavy snd straight hair. They possess brown to black gye coiour.
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o s=apie of Ayengia bali speak Mishing dialogue which
. in e Tibeta Burman linguistic group. Missing is the
empua of the Mising peopie. They aiso speak Assamese
wymiv, fenigi ang English are also knovwen 1o many of them as
gl OF tnem are Hierate.

RESS AND DRMAMENTS:

i e yiising tribe has its own traditionad dress woven by
i women Tolk., YWomen usually wear their traditional Chagdar -
fiskhies, pul the male folk usually wear traditional dress only
41 certain Testive occasians and during ritual ceramonies. The
winszng cEge, Perre, Potalietc are impartant +radittonal dress
L ene pAisNE women, The male members wear Mibu galuk,
Gonre idgon, and Ribi Gasor during festivals and other special

e g
i L R TR

1= araaments of the women folk consists of Ear ring,
rericiaces, Bangles, Dokstri, Thuriya, padali, etc.

00D M DRIMK:
wice 1. e srapie Tood of the Misings of the village. The villagers

Lsaty =37 vagetables, pulses, wild roots and wild vegetables
snr leavas, Weat like chicken
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and pork are very much liked by the people besides fish and
yuitton. Namsing is 3 very commen foad iem of the Mising
people.

Mogin Apong and Poro apong are the traditional
beverages of the Mising people.every family prepare their own
ice beer 1o he taken during performance of
fostivals and rituals. It is also a regular drink for most of the
ising families. On special occasions they prepare dishes like
Peret Oying, Pittang oving, etc. pork is the favarite meat which
cooked with wild edible plants.

AISING DWELLING:

erorm the study of material culture in respect of the
hause type the Misings are well known for their Chang Ghar,
the house on pile. The people of the villape génerally have
Assam type or Concrete RCC buildings houses. But have
eonstructed their kitchen on pile (Chang Ghar). The traditional
iising Pile House {Chang Ghar) is a long single hall; the fire
piace in the middle of the hall. There is an open space infront of
the house locally ¢alled as the Tunggeng. The granaries are also
built on piie. Almost all of the families have at least one Chang
Ghar behind the main house. Only faw families have house
macle of bamboo built an pile as main house.
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AAISHMG FAMILY:

~raditionally the Misings are known for their joint
families. A common house is shared by 3 a whole family
consisting of parents, married sons and daughters. Even after
the death of the father, the family does hot break up as a
general rule but continues te live in the same house as
previously including the widow with her children.

in the present study | have found that the majority of the
people of the Kalyan Kendra Mising village live in a small
auclear familias consisting ot a married couple and their
unmatried children. Regarding the family pattern of the villape,
it is found that the families are of nuclear, joint and extended

Types.

MARRIZGE SYSTEM OF THE MISINGS:

As marriage is concerned, monogamy is the generat rule,
hut polygamy is also aliowed among the Mising community.
There are four types of marriages They are namely, Dugla
tanamimarriage by found among the Mising. elopement}, Tadla
Lanamimarriage by negotiation), 5cla Lanam|force marriage},
Mago Dugnam{probationary marriage). The Misings are divided
inte number of cians and sub clans. Marriages are strictly
prohibited ameng the closely related clan and sub-clans. It is
patrilocal in nature. The bride price or dowry system is not
nracticed.
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KIHSHIP TERMINGLOGY:

Kinship terms are the terms used in designating kin of
variaus types. The study of kinship terms is an old as
anthropology as a modern science is the first significant
~antribution nof the study of kinship term are made by Morgan
who published his conclusions as regards the kinship terms. He
made two broad categories of kinship viz. the classificatory and
the descriptive system af kinship term,

Under a classificatory system sevaral people, lineal as
well as coliateral and often even affinal, are all similar. Such
term refer more to refationship rathar than to kin. Against this,
a descriptive term of designation describes the speaker’s exact
relation towards him/ner whom he/she is referving 10 address.
Thus, 'uncle’ is the classificatary term but father' is a descriptive
term. Rivers also refer to their family systern of kinship terms.
cych term refers to the members of a single biolegical family
individuals such as nephews, cousins, and the persan related
in-law are some examples of classificatory terms used by
rmodern wastern society.

Following are some of the kinship terms which | have
found in Kalyan Kendra Mising village of Silapathar at the time
of field study.

Kinship Terms Local Term

Father - Babu
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mMother

Father's father
Father's Mother
Mother's Father
Mother's Mother
Son

Daughter
Brother (elder)
arother (younger)
Sister (elder)
sister (younger)
Husband

Wite

Auf Nane
Tato
Yayo
Tato
Yayo
Aao

Ome

Biro
Bai

Biro
Milo

Miyeng



BPROPERTY INHERITANCE:

“he sysiern of property inheritance is patriarchal. The
descent is always traced through the male, 5o they are
patrilineal. Generally the eidest male or the father is the head
of the family and regarded as the highest authority. The
property of the flsing family includes the cultivated land, the
residence, the domesticated animals, ornaments, utensils,
maney and dress ete.

DEATH:

The Mising people beligve that death is not only the
rasult of diseases caused by the evil spirit hut also an outcomne
af the natural phenomenor. Death due to old age is regarded
35 3 natural and action of God. Hence, when the head of the
family is bedridden and the death is certain his last wishes and
advices are sought by the family members. As a matter of rale,
the relatives are informed and they are expected to artive for a
condolence before the dead pody is dispased off. The dead are
buried according to their will while alive,
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Tahle No:-1
CAstribution of Populaticn by Ape, Sew B educatlon
ase Ulre=rate | Prirary |-y Stmn.dawl_mll-{[‘!_“ Higher Secondary XKL N -“._G:HUJ‘IE Pask E:El_du_atn- - »
group | Msle | Femal | Total (%) ! Male | Femal [ Totab | Wiz | Femal | Toizl (%) | Male | Fem [Total (%} | Alake | Fama | Total (%) | Mizle | Femal | Total |
¢ ' € {3 ¢ - alm le & |

T ET 13 7611480 - - - _ - |
5% |9 5 15(6.57F |4 ] w263 | - . T - S Z

114 | 2 - (D&Y} 3 P a3.84f 14 5 0{3.04] [~ _

15-1% § - - - - - q 5 83941 {5 3 &[5 54 - i 1.43)

2024 F 2067} - 3 6 o438 |6 B 125261 | — - 1 10441
2529 | 3 5 B(2. 50} - - 4 2 163 |3 5 83 50] 4 1 &L 1% -

034 | 1 1 2{0.E7) - 7 |1 313y |4 4 2[3.50] 1 1 2027 |3 _ 3131
3539 |2 3 812,500 - - - 2 ] 4175 |2 - 20,87} - 2 20087 |1 - (0431
1044 |3 z 5215} - - 1 2 3151 |- 1 141.43) 3 - T -

FEETI . 3 1L - 1 lp43) |2 3 B EES 1 F. 31.31) 1 L LI - 110,43
s05d | 2 1 (L3 — - 1 o4y |4 - ar1.75] 2 2087 - -

G550 | — 2 210,87 - - - i 1{0.43] : - 2OET} - - - -

E0-54 | - 4(1.75] 1 - Y ENIE 1 34131 - - - - -

6565 | — - - - 1 - Ho.43p | - - - - . - -

74 |1 - 1{0.43) — - - - — - - -

579 | - 1 1|3} - - - - - - - - - g - - Z
AnB4 | — - - - - - - - - i - 2LAT)
Tatal | 38 |44 B2[a596] |10 |7 17(7.45) | 28 Jzu 56[24.55) | 27 71 |4s(z1iost (11 (& 1NTas) |7 1 8(3.50}




Lmaiy=is:-

risteibution of population by age, 3eX and education are shown in this
rable. The above table reveals ehat aut of the tatal population of 223 the
nurrper of illiterates are £2{35.96). the number of illiteracy is higher among
the female which is 44 while it is pnly 38 in case of the males. Of the total
population 17{7.45) have studled upta Prirnary level, 56{24.56) have studied
upis Secandary and 48121.05) upto Higher Secondary. There are 17{7.45)
Graduates and B{3.5} Post Gra duatas in the Ayengia Ball Mising Yillage.




Table No: 2
Distribution of Euuulatlun by marital status

Apge Unmarried Married Widow Total
group | Male Female {Total [% Male Eemale | Total . Male Female
0-4 11 12 23 23,23 |[-- — -- - — — -- --
59 13 8 21 21.21 |- - - — - - —~ |-
10-14 12 13 23 3323 |- - - - - — |-
15-19 9 7 16 16.16 | - - — - - . - -
20-24 8 2 10 10.16 |3 13 16 12.9 — -- - -
25-29 4 - [ 4.04 10 12 22 1774 |- - - --
30-34 1 1 02 202 |12 7 19 15.32 | -- s R
35-39 - -- - - 7 9 16 129 |- - |- -
A0-44 - - - — 6 5 11 287 |1 - 1 | 20%
45-49 — - - " 5 10 16 129 |- -
50-54 - — — - 8 1 08 7.25 |- 1 1 | 20%
55-59 — - - - 2 3 05 403 |- -- — |-
BO-od -- — — - 3 1 07 5.64 - 1 1 20%
65-69 - — - 1 - 01 008 |- - |- |-
70-74 - - - - - -- 1 - 1 20540
75-79 . — -- - . -~ - —~ - = |-
80-84 - - - - N E —- - 1 - (1 |2o%
;__'[_r._lja_l _______ B |4 e 9599 | BL ¥ 124 199,35 | 3 12 =) | lﬂﬂ%
T, A A : L oW X T Ll L W S .
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Aralysis:-

Tiis table shows the distribut|on of population of Ayengia Bali
viliage, Out of the total population of 228, number of unmarried male is
54 and female is 41,10 which total 99 are unmarried and 62 males and
femnales in which total 124 are married. Percentage being 99.99% and
Y 90% respectively. Besides this only 5 are found to be widow,
percentage being 100. the highest number of unmarried male is 13
hich is found in the age group of {529} years and ynmarried female is
12, found in the age group of {(24)] years. And the highest number af
marrlad male is 12 which is found in the age group of (30-34) years and
the highest number of married famale is 13, found inthe age Broup of
[22-24) years.




Tabbe No: 5

Anahysis:-

Distributiah of populatian by sex and clan has been presented in thls table. The table reveals that there are 13 clans
in the village.The number of Taid and the Taw population stands highest with 60 and 49 numbers .1n case of the Taid clan
tha percentage is 25.30% and that of the Taw clan 20.49%. The clans namely Morang and Pait show considerable
percentage of the populatian which are respectively 11.70% and 3.64% The Misharg, Taye, Barl and Bori clan constitute

Digr‘imr_t_jnn of population by Sex and Clan Affiliation

: Make Female Totad '
Sl No. | Mame of Clan No. o o, % NG, %
i1 Taw 27 22.68 |22 20.18 44 2045
2 Taid 2R 2352 |33 19,35 &0 2530
3 Worang 16 13.44 13 11.92 29 11.70 ]
q Caw 5 4.2 4 366 o 3.94
5 Kuli 4 3.36 4 3.60 R 3.50
b Pait 11 q.24 11 10.09 22 .64
7 Fegu b E.0d 4 3.66 10 438
2 Doley 9 7.56 9 8.25 1& 7.58
9 Bori 1 (.84 2 1.83 3 3.30
10 Padi 1 0,84 4 3.66 5 2,19
11 Taye 3 252 2 1.83 5 215
1 Miedok & 5.04 1 0.91 7 316
13 Mishong 2 1.63 1 0.91 3 3.30
Total 119 9%.96 109 9991 228 99,97

the least number of population in the village.
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_astzibution of Popuiation oy 5ex & Occupatian
T e Qocupation
Lategory | Male Female Total
e | No % No | % Mo %
. 3ovt, Service | 6 4.08 |2 11.92 8 3.50
. "__:_:—‘vt.__i‘_:eruir:e = — — — — -
| agriculture 42 3467 |1 1086 |43 18.85
. Ispudent 42 3467 (30 |2884 |72 31.57
. | Housa wife e 56 5384 |56 [ 24.56
"1 Business 1§ [1451 [z 288 21 19,21
.~ | Dependent 11 3.57 12 1153 |23 10.5
;| Politician 1 0.80 - - 1 10.43
‘3 | wage Labourer " 4 3.22 - - 4 [ 1.75
o | Tailor _ _'__—____ - IR — T
| Totat .124 (9997 104  [99.97 228 9.95
Aralysis:-

This tahle shows the distribution of population by age, sex and category of primary
accupatian of the peaple of Ayengia Bali Gaon. Qut of the total population 228, 3(3.50%}
are under Government Service as primary occupation, 43(18.85%)] are Agriculturist, O are
private Service holders, 72{31.57%) are 3tudents, 4{1.75%) are Daily wage labour by
arimary occupation, 21{9.21%) are Businessman, and 56(24,56%} are House wife among

famaias.




SovE, bervice | B 4.03 2 1.92 8 3.50
fyi, Service - - | -- - - - --
pgriculture 42 ‘3467 |1 (.96 43 18.85
Studeni 142 | 34.67 30 2884 '72 3157
Housawite i | |56 | 53.84 56 _ 24,56
Busingss 18 1451 |3 (288 21 .21
Dependent 11 887 |12 1153 |23 10.8
Politician 1 080 |- [~ 1 0.43
Wage Labourer 4 : 3.22 - - e 175
Tailor i = - - . -
Totat | 224 | 99.97 104 ' 99,07 228 99,95
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5. Secondary | Maie Female Total
e langusge | Mo | % No | % No | %
i1 Assamese | 113 | 6208 | 102 | 77.27 | 215 {6847
| 2 English 19 1043 |7 530 |26 8.28
‘2 Hindi 49 26.92 |22 16,66 |71 22.61
4 iBengali 1 1054 |1 1075 |2 0.63
S Other | - - I — -

- Total | 182 9997 132 |99.9B |314 99.99
Analysis:-

The above table shows that there are 5 secondary
languages that people of Avengia Bali Gaon can speak, The
number of languages spoken along with their percentages are
Assamese - 215(62.08%), English - 26(8.28%), Hindi -
71{22.61%), Bengali - 2{0.63%} and no other languages are

sOKen,
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Table Mo: &
Distribution of Household according to size
'-_5_3_"- Mo. of Na. of
! . i f kouse ; Pa
Mo, individual Size of kousehold families rcentage
a1 1-4 | Smah 75 55
g2 L-6 Medium 15 ]
0z ) -3 LEWEE a 1%
| 4 7-§ very large o
B Total 50 100
Anabysis: -

This tabie shows the distributions of household according
to size. It is found that small families consisting {1-4} individuais
is common among the people of Ayengia Bali Viilage, number
of 29 and percentage 29% respectively. On the other hand
medium age family is 15 in number and percentage being 15%
respectively. Only 6 families are found to be large and 0 family
to be very large.
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Tabie Mo: 7
Distributio Famill arding to ion of domestic
animals ang birds.
' Dionvestic No. of families Total no, of
i 81 No. . domesticated
: anirnals & birds. | in possession . .
animals & birds
1 | cane 29 72(24.32%)
L2 bog 15 16(5.40%]
T3 |rig 19 26(E.78%)
4 Puck 3 11{3.71%)
" 5 |Fowls 19 107(36.14%)
| & Goat 14 49{16.55% )
7 | pigeon 1 3{1.01%)
g Cat q 12{4.05%)
Total 109 296/{99.96%)
Anakysis:-

This table shows that there zre B anitnals viz, cattle(72),

dog(16), pig(28), duck{l1l), fowls{107], goat{43], pigecn|3] and
cat{12) that have bean recarded in the village.
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Table Mo: 8
SINo.| Type Composition No. %Age
_ I family
61 I Nuclear | Husband, wife and 33 G5
| unmartied children.
0z Husband, wife with 1
martied and unmarried 2%
i Jaint child and grandchildren.
i Husband, wife and 5
! married children. 10845
| S
03 Husband, wife and their q
: marriaed  child  and 15%
5 prandchildren.
Extended Widow with  married 2
and unmarried children, 4%
i Total 50 100%
Analysis-

This table shows the distribution of the family according
to type composition, In this table there are 33{(66%) nuclear,
6(12%) joint and 11(22%) extended families are found in the
Ayengia Bali Village.
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Table No: &
Ceistribution of mariial alfiances accordig to spouse distance
|
i SiMo. | disf::ciﬁm} Ma. of marriage Parcentage
| .
|
; 1 i - -
2 i-10 5 8.06
3 11-20 4 .45
.| 21-20 10 16.12
5 3140 2 3.22
5 41-50 ] 645
7 S1-60 10 16.12
g B6I-70 10 16.12
3 | 71-80 0 0
10 | 81-90 2 3.22
11 91100 15 24.19
12 .r 100 and ahove 0 £
i 1 Yol 62 99.95

Aralysis:-

The table shows the distribution of families of marital

ailiances according to spowse distance. From the table it is clear

that the marital according to spouse distance within 91-100 km
are highest with a total number of 15(24.19%) followed by
spouse distance of 21-20 ki with 3 number of 10(16.12%).
None has been found te have married within the village,

Martial alliances of spouse distance above 100km is also seems

1o be nil.




CHAPTER -1V

SPECIAL TOPIC
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TRIDITIOMAL DRESS AND ORMARENTS AMONG W SHING
THRIRE:-

(mroduction

Miishings are ané of the most joying and colourful tribal groups .
Mishing had its own religion known as the mishing Faith; Donyl { 5un
) is the god of the mishing. They are mostly assimilated vrith the
Hinduism. People are mostly non-religious as they are fun loving and
enjoy life at the fullest without caring much about strict religious
belief and practices amangst the mishing are the aimistic.

Miishing has also been its own traditional dress and ornaments
known as the mishing Faith; Génam Bomnam. They are used It In
their funciion, occasion and rituats like Ali a: Ligang, Porag €tc . But
masthy traditional mishing dresses are wear n Ali a: Ligang. Also they
are ornaments have their own fragmented. Like some ocinaments
was wear onhy married and upper class people. In followlng we
discuss about it briefly. Let’s know about some of mishing traditional
dress of Male andd Female . The men of the tribe wear dhotl, what is
called a Gorno Ugon that is a piece of cloth worn from the waist
down. Mibu Galuk is a shirtlike 2 dress that is usea by men to cover
there upper body. The women of this tribe are also simple dress
when it comes to traditional dressing. They also wear the Mekhela
Chador which is.known as the £geGasor. Mishing dresses are S0
colourful and looking so beautlful, Mishing traditional dress are
mostly have horemade in their ewn weaving handlooms. It's simpie
in looking but other way it is difficult te-making. in this earlier days
mishing people also wear western dresses and got modern, But they
did not leave or forgot their traditional dresses. Also the arnaments
coming in artificial in those earlier days. In Alf a; Ligang all mishing
aeople like man, woman, childran, grandmothers and grandfathers
3l of these wear their traditional dress .
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Different types of cloths and garments of mishing tribes are
made in their handiooms with simple implements and equipments. -
The varieties are seen in colour combination, designs disptaying
aesthetic beauty. Most of the dresses are of multicolor with massive
designs except few are of single colour with simple or without
design. Colour selection is a centre of attraction of the mishing
fabrics. The mishing women develop their peculiar floral motifs from
the natural surroundings. ain items of florat motifs are flower, tree,
bird, creeper, and fish etc. The motifs are generally desgined in a
diamond, oval and peometrical shapes: Different apparels are used
on different occasions in the.socie-cultural life of the mishing society.
Same cloths are used in day to day life some are used on certain
occasions and seasons. Some cloths are used by only one sex and
some are used by both sexes.
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CASE STUDY-I

~or my flrst case study, on 16 June , 2022 at 9:30 am | along with my classmates of

ih semester students of the Anthroplogy department , Silapathar Science College headed

" the Ayengia Ball Village for collection of information for our special topics. | went Mrs,

Jonilka Morang house, She is a married person and stays with her husband and children.

e has tree Daughters and one Son. | selected her as an informant for my case study

czcause she was a person of knowledge, hearted kind and co-operative. | explained to her

= purpose of my visit to which she extended to co-operative and gave me some

formation about mishing traditional fernale dresses. We had a long time talk on the
+ushing traditional female dress of Ayengia Bali Village.

| asked Mrs. Monika Morang if she could tell me about mishing traditional female
<resses. She replied, yes we have lots of types of mishing traditional dress. And she said
zoout the dresses also said about its used different time in different occasions. Then | asked

e name of the dresses. And she replied me and tell the dress name it details. | mention all
i these in the following:-

saroi- The design is always woven in the center of the cloth with red and black colours on
white background. Gero is used to tie around the waist and chest on top of Ege [ Mekhela)

PRt i B ]
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Flgure 1:- Gero.



CASE STUDY-L

Aouseloid e 23

Aame af the infarmantt Wonika Morang
td LACEkLL H5LC Passed

- JCC LEALID Housewife

AQE 45 Years

Lex Female

i arital dialus Married
etigion Hindu

Clan micrang

DaTe 16-06-2027
Flace Ayengia Bal, Akajan

& shark genealogy of infermant:-

=10 ﬁ.“

I |
Gl &3 = O.ﬁ OE

& 1= The Ego

o 2=The Ego's wife
& 3= Ego's Son
O 4= E40's Daughier-in-kaw

O R=Epo's Daughter



Sorl Potali:- It is a kind to Gero, except that the body in this case is woven in check
with red , biack and white colour also its design is simpler than gero the. it is also
used to tie around the waist and chest on top of Ege .

e A p iR T R

Figure 2:- Sori Potall,

L

iegreg:- A piece of cloth wrapped around the busy. Mostly used by the old ladies
4t home instead of Gasor ( Chador), It is plain in colour without any designs, but
with contrasing colours on borders and both the ends of the cloths.

¥y Po:- It Is 2 dupatta kind of fabrics used by grown up giris to wrap around the
body beneath the armpits covering the upper part of the body. The colour of the
ku: pob is mostly white, green or blue with contrasting borders.

Ege ( Mosang Ege) - Ege is a lower garment worn Lo cover the lower part of the
hody from waist to ankle level and two or three folds are given at the front waist.
niishing women use different types Ege such as Mosang Ege , Geging Ege, Tapum

£ge etc.

Figure 3:- Mosang Ege.



wiosang Gasor:- It is an upper garment worn with the Mosang Ege. The color and
design of the Mosang Gasor is similar to the Mosang Ege.

Figure 4:- Mosang Gasor,

Seleng Gasor - The length is same as other Gasor . It is woven out of light cotton
yarn worn cccasionally instead of a ri: bi or a Gaseng.

Pe: Re:- It s also a type of Gero. The cloth is designed with narrow stripes of red,
black , yeliow , green and white colour with black or green border. Stripes of red
colour predominate to give out a redish appearance of the cloth.

Figure 5:- Pe:Re.

Pa: Tub:- Used to cover the head during working time such as cooking, cleaning
house etc. It is blue or green is colour with white borders. The length of the cloth
iz around three feet in length and one and half feet in width.

Differentiated from their used:-

Gero Is mainly wear on marriage occasions and some in the rituals like
porag, Apin Biyod and Ali A: Ligang,

sori Potali is also used in marriage occasions and also rituals like Porag, Apin Biyod
and Ali A: Ligang.
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Kegereg is regular can used in all occasions, festivals and rituals in day by day but
it is mastly wsed by the married women.

KLPFob is using like dupatta for girls and it is used in festivals and occasions like
Porag and Ali &: Ligang.

Cge is a regular using dress for women of mishing tribe by any accasions, festivais
and rltuals. it is necessary to used for women's.

lMosang Gasor is is maostly used in festivals and cceasions like Ligang and Porag.

Seleng Gasor is mostly used by married women in lots of rituals like Pejab Ui,Yaalo
gamid ete.

Pe: Re is also a like a gero it is also used in lots of festhvals, aocasions and ritvals as
same like g&ro.

Po:Tub is regular used by married women for cover the head during working time
as cooking, Cleaning house ate

i birth ceremony mishing women are mostly used white calor dress like Seieng
Gasor, Po:Tulby, ivosang Gasor, Ege et¢ most are in white colors. And the Niesk is
used for carry the hahbies.

In Death ritsals mishicg wornen are mostly used white color of dress like Seleng
Gasor, Po.Tub, Mosang Gasor, Ege etc most are in white colors.
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Case Study- Ii

For ry second case study, on 17 June , 2022 at 9.00 AM | along with my
classmates of zixth semester students of the Silapathar Science College headed
or the Ayengia Ball Gaon for collection of infarmation for our special togics. |
went Lo Wir. Rajen Taw house. He is married person and stays with his mother,
wife and children. He has a son and a daughter. Also his younger brather lived in
1is same house, | selected him as an infermant for my case study because he was
2 person of knowledge, kind hearted and co-operative. | explained to him the
surpose of my visit to which the extended to co-operative and gave me
information about traditional dress and ormaments of mishing, We had a long
time talk on the topic of Mishing Traditional dress and ornaments.

| asked Mr. Rajen Taw if he could tell me the dress and ornaments by the
people usad to cover their body of his village. He replied that Mishing people
nave lots of their traditional dress and ornaments, He gave me details about the
dresses and ornaments, | tried to understand and | could understand from him
ke Mishing male dress and ornaments. These are as follows:-

Mishing Traditional Male Dress:-

Mibu Galulk:- It is simple sleeveless from opening jacket available in different
colaurs such as white, black, red, green and yellow with different decorative
designs. It is won by all the male folks on festivals and socio cultural functions.
The Mibu- Galuk is sewn by hand only but the Mibu- Galuk is sewn by machine

also.

Flgure 6:- Mibu Galuk
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tapum-Gasor| £ Shawl):- A kind of shawl type cloth woven from hand spun eri
sille yarn and worn for getting warmth, Both warmth in winter. Both plain Gasor {
shawl} sno designs with simple motifs sahwis are available.

Figure 7:- Tapum-Gasor |

Dumer:- A kind of cloth similar to Gamusha in Assamese culture. The dumer is
basically white in colour with the border in red . Beautiful geometrical and floral
motifs are worked as cross border at one or both as hang around the shouider in
special occasions and used in day to day life as turban cloth, towel ete.

Jinrek or Togani Dumer:- It is a piece of cloth a kind to Dumer but a littie longer
and wider. Traditionally is white in colour with motifs of flowers, bars and
diamonds designs are worked in red colour at both ends. It is tied as a girdle at
the waist over Galuk and Gorno Ugon { dhoti).

£

Figure 9:- linrek or Tongali Dumer







crikole- 1t Is maflar, hang around the shoulder. Woven in red colour, such as
slack, white, yeliow, etc the stripes may be thickly or thinly placed transversely
over whoie length of cloth.

Figure 10:- Erkok

Ugon( dhotl):- it is a lower garment white in colour. There are two types of ugon.
One is simple Ugon without dsegins used in day life and the other is Gorno Ugon
with thinly placed decorative designs won as loin cloth on Socio- Cultural and
religious functions.

Figure 11 :- Ligon

7.60ME SPECIAL TYPES OF MISHING DRESS:-
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Gadu- A kind of hand woven quilt, papularly know as Miri-Jim used in the winter
season o keep the body wormth in the cold night. It is made by ginning and
spinning of pure cotton fibre in special type of loom with some special traditional
implement. The gadu is different in both front and back side. One is the furry
ront surface and the other side s the back rough surface without furry. Generally
the cloth is first woven in narrow width and then two pieces of such cloths are
stitched together by hand.

o

Figure 12 :- Gadu

Ri:Bi:- Woven with different stripes such as red, black and white. The stripes are
distributed through out the body at regular intervals. Simple designs of zig-zag
lines and diamonds with red coloured thread woven at both the ends of the cloth.
Waorn by the young girls on top of Ege on special occasions such as All a: Ligang
Porag and other important cultural functions.

Figure 13:-Ri:Bi

Gaseng:- Similar to Ri:bi Gasor but different in colour combination. It is basically
made with red coloured thread giving intensively red look. Narrow stripes of black
and white thread are sparsely woven in transverse direction over the body of the
clath. Floral and geometrical designs with red colored threads are worked at both



‘he ends of the cloth. It has important Cultural significance and used by both male
and female as shaw! on special occasions.

Figure 14:- Gaseng

vambo:- A special kind stripped piece of cloth. Basically the cloth is white in
colour with dsegins of red colors spreading over the whole body of the cloth. It is
used as wedding sheet to escort and welcome the bridegroom and the bridge
during marriage ceremony { Da:to Midang).

nisek:- Nisek is a plain check material woven without designs. It is used to carry a
hody, tied to the back by a women while at wark or during travel,

wir. Lalit Taw also gave me about the Mishing Traditional Ornaments.
Kongge, Turi, Lakpum etc.

Hence, here | get what he gave me about the ornaments.

3. pishing Traditional Ornaments:-

Kongge:- It is @ bangle wom at the wrist and is made of Silver. Kongge is round
in shape and no design is applied on it. There is a gap between the two ends of
kongge for easy put on or put off.
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Figure 15:- Kongge

Aln Kongge:- it is a8 Gold Bangles available in both round and flat shapes. Mostly
florai and geometrical designs are embossed on the surface of the Bangles.

Figure 16:- Ain Kongge

Ga:Mkaru:- It is also a kind of bangles and is made up of silver. Designs of floral
and geometrical patterns are embossed on it. For the purpose of opening and
closing a pin with screw Is used.

Figure 17:= Ga:Mkaru



Jnsarmora - Similar kind of ga: Mkaru. But the only difference is size and shape.
COnsarmora is made of both gold and sliver.

Figure 18:- Onsarmora

Lakpum:- About three inches of colorful varns of cotton and wool are combining

together tied with two strong yarns. It is worn at wrist by Mishing girls during
dancing.

Figure 19:- Lakpum

Tadog and Dogne:- These are types of neck ornaments worn by the upper class
Mishing woven during religious functions. Made up of colourful bleads like yellow,
red, blue, white and black. Both are similar in colour but only difference is made
of bigger beads and dogna is made of small breads.



Figure 20:- Tadog and Dogne
Talktl:- Taldi s the type of neck ornament where numbers of plant seeds are
combining together Into a thread and woirn by Mishing girls and women.
Ain a: Be - It Is a Gold neck ornament made of red and gold beads with a goid

pendent.

Figure 21:- Ain a: Be
wiurkong a: Be:- A type of flat necklace made of silver with red colored stones.




Chandorenghaar- It is kind of silver omament and is the longest among all
arnaments wom by Mishing community.

saltag Dokasori- Baltags are silver coins. Dokasori is kind of chain made up of
muiti colored beads ({ red and white ) with different sizes. The baltag is attached at

the center of the dokasori.

Figure:- 23:- Baltag Dokasori

Lingkar:- A kind of Assamese Golpota. Made of gold and silver and also made of
animal teeth like Site Torong ( elephant teeth), Sumy A: ye ( tiger teeth) etc.

Flgure 24:- Lingkar
Pisiring:- Means earrings and are made of gold, sliver, copper etc with or without
spme colorad stones,



tentus- It is a kind of ear lobe made of both aluminum and copper metal. A layer
57 gold is given at the one side of the kentu. Kentu is worn by old Mishing women
an religious occasions.

Turi:- It is also another kind of ear iobe little bit similar to the kentu and are
different In size and size and designs. It is made of gold and mostly worn by
married wormer.

Figure 25:- Turi

Takpor:- A type of ear lobe and is made of stems of small light plants. The shape
and size of takpor s similar to the kentu. Generally worn by old ladies.

Figure 26:- Takpor



Anguthi:- Anguthi means rings worn at the finger. It made of gold and silver
containing stone or ather materials jike teeth of animals like elephant teeth, tiger
teeth, rhino teeth etc are fixed the center of the Anguthi.



CASE STUDY- 3
Figure: 3 Me and My Informent




e oy s W

a -4 @ B F R ¥ P 49 44 4 W w W W ¥F ¥ ¥ ¥ EF W

Case Study- Il

-or v third case study, on 18 June, 2022 at 9.30 AM | along with my fellow
arec of sikth semester students of Anthropology department, Silapathar Science
"ollege headed for the Ayengia Ball Village, Akajan far collection of information
inr our special topics. | went to Miss Radhika Morang house. She is a unmarried
airl and she stays with her father, mothy and elder brother. | selected her as an
‘wfarmant for my case study because she was a person of knowledge, kind
hearted and co-operative. | explained to her the purpose of my visit to which she
sxtended to co-operative and gave me some information about Mishing
rraditional ornaments.
| asked Miss Radhika Morang if she could tell me about the mishing
rraditional Dress and Ornaments used by she's villagers. She replied that there
lots and various dress and ornaments of mishing and they are used it different
time and some are fixed time of mishing tribe. We had a long time talk about

mishing traditional Dress and Ornaments. And they are using it occasions,
fastivals and rituals like in the following:-

Ditferentiated from festivals, occasions and rituals:-
1.Festivals or Functlons:-

Miibu Galulk - Mibu Galuk is mostly used in Festivals or functions like Ali A:
Ligang, Gumarak Soman, Bihu etc.

Tapum-Gasor:-in winter Festivals like Ali A: Ligang mostly used Tapum-
Gasor as Shawl. For Covering Neck and Head from cold in festivals.

Dumar- Dumar commonly used in festivals like Ali A: Ligang, Gumarak
soman for some reason like showing their tribe, for giving someone special
person to respect in meeting etc.

Tonganl Dumer:- Tongani Dumer s also used like Dumer but different is

only in design.

Erkok-- Erkok is like a maflar, mostly used in festival hanging on neck or
=houlder. Recent days Erkok is commonly used by male and female in festival for
cover the neck. In all Festivals.
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Ugon:- It is alse fike a dhotl in Assam. Most of people used it in fastivals,
Some of people using it for Tragitional dance, program, atc.

RE:Di .- Ri:bi is also used in festivais by femates. Hanging on hand and cover
the chest pari.

2. Decaeions:-

iibu- Galuk :- Mlbu- Galuk is mostly used in martiage, birthday ceremony,
ete,

Tapum-Gaseor:- Tapum-Gasor is alse used in marriage and  birthday
CEregmony ocCasions.

Cumier:- Dumer is also used in martiage and hirthday ceremony accasions.

Tongant Dumer:- Tongani Dumer is mostly used in marrlage and less used in
birthday ceremrony occasions,

Erkok:- Erkek is also used in marriage and birthday ceremony occasions.
Wgoa:- Ugon also used it mandage but vgon ¥ anly used by male.

Ri:i - Rizbi is also used in marriage and birthday ceremony occasions.
3. Rlz=s and Rituads :-

Mibu-Galitk - Mibu- Galuk s mostly and commonly used in rityals like
Cobur, Dadgang, Porag etc,

Tapum-Gasor:- Tapum-Gasor s alsn used in rituals like Dobur, Taleng-Lij,
Dodgang etc.

Dumer:- Dumer i also used in rituals like Dobur, Taleng-Vi, Dedgang, Urom
eic.

Tongani Dumer:- Tongan! Dumer is atso used in rituals like Cobur, Taleng-
Ui, Dodgang, Porag etc,

Erkok:- Erkok is alsc used in rituals like Dobur, Dodgang, Urom, Taleng- Lt
efc,

Ugon:- Ugon is also used fn ritgals by male like Dobur, Taieng-Ui, Dodgang, -
Uram etc.
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4. Usag of Crnaments:-

Kongge:- Kongge is used by Mishing

woman’s. But mostly married WOITEn
arg used it. Apd it's used commonly in oc

casions, fastivals angd rituals,

Ain Kongge - Aln Kongge is used by hishing woman’s.. But mosidy married
woman are used it. And it's used commonly in occasions, festivals and ritusls, But
tie Ain Kongge is used only upper class familias.

Garmkary - Ga:Mkary is mostly

used for Fraditional dance in like All A:
Ligang.

Onsarmora.- Onsarmora is used by Mishing woman’s. But' mostly married

womarn are used i And it’s used commaonly in occasions, festivals andg rituals, But
the Dnsarmora is used only upper class families,

Lakpum:- If is worn at wrist by Mishing girls during dancing festhals like Alj
A: Ligang.

Tadog and Dogna :- Tadog and Dogne i the upper class Mishing wovan
during religious functions like Porag, Dodgang, Urom etc.

Ain a: Be - Ain a: Be s used by Mishing woman’s. But mastly married
woman are used it. And it's used commaonly in accaslons, festivals and rituals, But
the Airt a: Be is used ondy upger class familias,

Murkong a: Be :- Murkong a: Pe s used by Mishing womarn's. But mostly

marrigd woman are used it. And i's used commaonly in occasions, festivais and
rituzls.

Takti - it is worn at wrist by Mlishing girls duri ng dancing festivais like Ali 4
Ligang.

Chandoronghaar:- Chandoronghaar is used by Mishing woman’s, But

mostly married woman are ysed it, And it's used commonly in eccasions, festivals
and rituais.

Baitag Dokasori:- Baltag Dokasori is used by Mishing woman’'s. But mosihy
married woman are used it. And i¥s used vommoely in opcasions, festivals and
rituals. 8ut the Battag Doksori is used only upper class famifies,
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Lingkar:- Lingkar is used hy Mishing woman's. But mostly marrie woman

1@ used it. And it's used commonty In grasions, festivals and rituals. But the
Lingker ks used onfy upper class families,

Pisiting - Pisiring is used by Mishing woman's. Commonly used plsiring
turing functions, occasions and rituais.

Turi ;- Turt 15 used by Mishing woman's. Bus mastly married woman are

used it. And }t's used commonly in oocasions, festivals and rituals. But the Turi s
used gnby Upper class famities.

Tekpor - Takpor is used by Mishing woman's. But mostly old ladies are
used it. And it's used commonly in occasions, festivais and rituals. But the Takpor
is used only upger class families.

Anguthi :- Anguthf is used by Mishing woman's. Commoniy used Anguthi
during functions, occasions and ricuals.
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LENGUAGE:

The people of Ayengia ball speak Mishing dialogue which
helongs to the Tibeto Burman linguistic group. Missing is the
mather tongue of the Mising people. They also speak Assamese
fluently. Hindi and English are aiso known to many of them as
majority of them are literate.

DRESS AND DRNAMENTS!

The Mising tribe has its own traditional dress woven by
the women folk. Women usually wear their traditional Chadar -
mekhelz, but the male folk usually wear traditional dress only
on certain festive nccasions and during ritual ceremonies. The
mMosang Egge, Perre, Potali,etc are important traditional dress
of the Mising women. The male members wear Mibu galuk,
Gonro Ugon, and Ribi Gasor during festivals and other special
pecasions.

The ornaments of the women folk consists of Ear ring,
Necklaces, Bangles, Doksiri, Thuriya, Madoli, etc.

FOOD AND DRINK:

Rice is the staple food of the Misings of the village. The villagers
usually eat vegetables, pulses, wild roots and wiid vegetables
and leaves. Meat like chicken
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~ROFERTY INHERITANCE:

‘v swstern of property inheritance is patriarchal, The
seseent 15 anways traced through the male. 5o they are
satriinedd (denerally the eldest male or the father is the head
st e famify and regarded as the highest authority. The
nroparty of The Miising family includes the cultivated land, the
residendca, the domesticated animals, ornaments, utensils,
mongy ang dress ete,

iDEATI:

The dMising people believe that death is not enly the
resuit 0f diseases caused by the evil spirit but also an outcome
of the natural phencmenon. Death-due to old age is regarded
a5 2 natural and action of God. Hence, when the head of the
famiiv is pedridden and the death is certaln his last wishes 2nd
advices are sought by the family members. As a2 mattar of role,
the relatives are informed and they are expected to arrive for a
condolence before the dead body is disposed off. The dead are
huried according to their will while alive.
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CHAPTER -V

SUMMARY AND
CONCLUSION.
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CHAPTER- V
LN ARY ARLD CORILDSION

©she harouph and ystematic gfudy of fruman heings fram.

.~ ery pesertial i Lnderstanding the perfect parspective fo
e mpalogy. This year, 2022, the department of Anthropology,
_itede. Stizpathar hes arrangad 2 feid work for the studenis
Lodeats at Ayengia Bali Vhllage, Akatan in Uhemal distrisT.
- brend siudy wean CArried il continuoushy of seven days, which 7
e 127 and conthaled upto 18 gune | 1022, I the presait
arposed (o Tocus seme aspact of the socio-cutural life of

sengia Bale Witiage. nme precading chapters | have TRatE 3

e i secio-cuRural aspects of the Mishing ot Ayengiz Ban

FYEH

o+ other topics mare investigations were made on Rsical
mng T, n stdition ko data collection made on Crough
.o 7 lewy conoieie case for the abowe mentioned topic

At ime pepmie of the willags. First chaples deals with ths

s methodalogy. 't the next chapter, | have discussed the

- w1z the size and secgtlement,
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to other placas outside the district and also other states fike
Delhi, Punjab Bangalore, atc.

Regarding the family pattern of the village, it is found
that the families are of nuclear, joint and extended types.

The system of property inheritance is patriarchlal. The
descent is always traced through the male. 50 they are
patrilineal, Generally the eldest male or the father is the head
of the family and regarded as the highest authority.

As marriage 1s cancerned, monogamy is the general rule,
byt polygamy is also allowed among the Mising community.
There are four types of marriages found among the Mising.
They are namely, marriage by elopement, marriage by
negotiation, farce marriage, probationary marriage. It is
patrilocal in nature. The bride price or dowry system is not
practiced.

From the study of material culture in respect of the
house type tha Mising are well known fer their Chang Ghar, the
house on pile. The people of the village generally have Assam
type or Concrete RCC buildings houses. But have constructed
their kitchen on pile [Chang Ghar). The granneries are alsc built
an pile. Almaost all of the families have atleast one Chang Ghar
behind the main house, Only few families have house made of
hamboo built on pile as main house.
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it is seen that the Mising people of this village live a middie
class lives. They are much better in living standard than the
other Mising populations in other backward areas. Their special
traditional customs and other such characterstics are
noticeable in tha religious and social practices.

The present study is very preliminary in nature. However,
it s very interesting and educative study through which | was
able to notice the development and changes regarding their
education, economic status and sacio-cultural aspects of the
people of this village in particular and the Misings a5 a whole in
geners. An extensive study is necessary to know thoroughly
about them.
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supply of electricity covers the whole village. Majority of the
familias have modern electronic amenties like television, radio,
sound system, freeze and telephones, etc. Motorbikes and cars
are also commpit among the villagers. School buses,
autorickshaws, electronic rickshaws also ply in the village as a
rmeans of transportation.

Traditionally the women of the viltage wear their
traditional dress and ornaments but the impact modernization
i« abservable in their dress pattern. Males usually wear the
traditional dress during festivals and ritual occasions. Regarding
occupations most of the people are either Government
carvants or businessmen. Very few are agriculturists by

pccupations.

The economic condition of the village is quite good. As
per analysis it is seen that that the number of earning members

in the population is quite high.

The village is educationaily well developed, Almost all
mala and female members of the village are literate. The rate
of illiteracy is very little. Many graduates and Pest graduates
are also seen in the vilage. Nowadays peaple have become
conscious about quality education and are educating their
young children in the best schaols of the area. Many have sent
their children for higher education,
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On 14 June 2022 The first day of my field trip. t woke up at 7.00 am and got
freshyp. | was very much exclted for the field trip. And so on | took a fresh bath
and had my breakfast at 8.00am . After that | took my materials required for
my field. Af sharp 9.30am we were asked to present on silapathar Higihway No
56 road. We were there for all my friends had gathered in silapathar Highway.
When our sir cameé ali of us went for field study. Afrer that our sir divided zll
the students in 2 groups and asked each group to coliect the census data from

+he mishing families residing the village.

Dagle- 0 FOBF2027

Like the previaus day and as it had been earlier schedule, we accordingly
Jrrived at our destination at 9.30 in the morning for our field study at Ayengia
Bali village silapathar. We set out for the field and reached our destination at
10.00 am. On our second day of field study we weni to fill the house hold
survey schedule forms for the rest of the village. We started our houses hold
survey, Having done our filed survey till 2.00 pm we came to our house 3.00pm

itate — 16/06/20272
As it earligr scheduie, we accordingly arrived at our destination at 3.30 am in

the moening for our field study at Ayengia Bali village silapathar at 10.00 am
for my first case study | went to the houses of Mrs. Pumima taid, who i
married and according to custom stays with his wife and his family members.
He has a daughter and a son. He was a very kind and cooperative person.

Jate — 17062027
For my second case study , bvisited Mr. Lalit Taw housa on 17/06/2022. She is

marvigd and ilves with her husband and family membears. She has two
Daughters, She was vary Co- operative and a helpful person. She honestly
responded to my questions | put forwarded to her ahout the preparation and
use of the locally prepared beverage among the mising commonly known as

the ApONg.
Jate- YR0B/20LE
For ry third case study, | visited Mrs K2 hery Morang ‘s house on 18/05/2022.

Wha is married and according to custorn stays with his wife and his family
members. He has a daughter and a son. He was 3 Very kingd and cooperative

person.

T T
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