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PREFACE

Anthropology is the science which deals with the comparative
study of man as a physical and cuitural being.
It has main two branches:

it . Physical Anthropology and i) cultural Anthropalogy.

Physical anthropology is concerned with a man as a physical
organisim in time and spaca. Here time means the stages of
davelopment of man in process of evolution during period of
time, space refers to the differentiation of the physical types in
modern man living in different parts of the warld.

ii} . Cultural anthropology is concerned with the study of man
as a cultural being, his work, behavioural pattern, the
kncwledge of life pattern and his society.

We are provided with thearithical background in classroom
lecture, As such the students of Anthropology are required to
verify their anthropological knowledge

by undergoing some training i.e. a trip to field which is an
assential part of Anthropolopgy. Anthropology is 2 field science.
50 field is the actual laboratory of it. To have a proper practical
axperience we are to stay in the midst of people, observing
them and their activities in their natural settings, which is

supplemented by interview and other anthropological methed.
We have undertakan the field




Study among the Mishing tribe of Avengia 8ali Gaon, Akajan
district of Assam.

in Dhema;ji
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CHAPTER —1

[NTRODUCTION



INTRODUCTION

Anthropology is a growing Science and fi i :
part of it. The field is a laboratary of the Eu'rtl'lrll:r::i pﬁfgﬁf Illiilesrzr:g:grill-.
most essential part af anthropological study. The first hand knuwreés e )
of the way of life of the pecple can be acquired with the help of ﬁeldE
wark by applying various methads and techniques, Hearing and ohe
attains henefits from the stu dy of visualizlng with ones own eyes. After
achieving the ideas and theoretical knowledge which remains |
incomplete without gaiting any practical knowledge, it |5 the field where

we can formulate new saciological and cultural development of scientific

anthropological researc hes.

Investigatian an various peaple, different types of celtures
Secial customs, behavior: and attitude towers livelihood is a part nf'the
field study where various analytical data can be collected with easy
reach of time and labor. To carry out his/her fieldwark on a specific
Act an interviewing: observing, attaining to rites and rituals,

omary behaviof, Juestioning about their tradition.
|earn many things ahout the particular Saciety. It
portunity to know the Socio-refigious and alsg

rticular group of population.

sub;
ohserving their cust
The investigator can
also gives him/her an op
the behavior patterh of a p2
This field ctudy is necessary for a student of anthropology as it
|earning the importante of mankind living in an envirenment

t through practical knowledge. Besides every possible

et matter concerns regarding anthropology,
¢ development of a community

helps in
not theoretical Bu

acquamt
e aim in fulfiling th

that inhabits in @ rura

ance witlt the sukje
e varl
| epwironme nt.

aLls aSpE‘E[E dn




societias to obtain the common and unigue scientific theories
8y knowing man we can more effectively understand man's |

nroblem and to cope with them.

Al AND OBIECTIVE:

tudies are never perfect unfil they are
every aspect of science practical
yable than theoretical. Theoretical
I iz rootless and practical

is fruitiess. Therefore social

Seientific s
practically verified. In
knowledge is More val
knowledge without practica

knowiedge withoul practical

thropology which
pects of man comprises two man's

deals with different as
divisions theoretical and practical. More precisely Anthropology
a, its Jaboratory is field. Hence

is not a laboratory scienc
v is considered as practical aspects

fieldwork In AnthropolCg _
where student are acguinted with a vast theoretical

background by classroom lectures.

sciance like An

eldwork we choose one community
s very much necessary. Through this we
d the spcial and cultural aspect of a particular
neipal aim of fialdwork is to acquire

wark and to became expert and eminent
1. Experience of fieldwork is the basic

hest social sciantists,

in Anthrﬂpnlugical fi

far our study, which i

can understan

commurity. The pri
idea of the
{ the subjec

hirn of her

practical
fieldworker 0
thing to make




he primary objective of the field training is to acquint the
students with the specific method of collecting data regarding

the various aspects of life of the people concerned.

Another ohjective of the field tralning is to conduct
astigation on a group where correct

lar topics like literacy, material condition
etc. are taken. Thus field training gives proper Lnderstanding of
the subject of anthropological fact, which is absolutely essential.
Therefore, fieldwork hecomes of very important.

The fietdwork is inciuded in the B.5C. sivth samester
ry study. We are o submit a report on a

syilalus as a compulso
which requires a student to undertake a

particufar cammunity, _
trip for at |aast 15 days preferﬂhh.l' in a tribal village.

ethnographic spot IV
information of partici

SELECTION OF FIELD:
ic an anthrupulugica! tradition which provides
xperience of "gther c}][ture". The study of culture
ystematic and scientific approach which can only be
dertaking an intensive fieldwork. Keeping this
academic curriculum is so designed to
jence in the field: Thus, In order

th firsthand eXper
irament assigned in the sixth

Fieldwork
empirical @

requires a3
verified by Uil

provide us wi
to partially fu
semester syllabus W

ifill the reqt )
o are 10 undertake a field,
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srean - ooorile or @ peasant village bat due 1 time consiraint we couwid
it we C thsiant wlace to do our field work. Therefore, keeping in mind the
wre and ronvenience we identified the Ayengia Bali Gaon at Akajan. Hences,
4t suggested by the faciiities of the department a pilot survey was conducted

e tpunad o be ideal fieid for the errdent of sixth semaster.

SOURMEY TO THE FIELD:-
On iz of hme, 2022 morming we made all arangement for the figld

~wark. i reached at the Ayengia Bali Gaon at 9.30 am accompanied by teacher -
Maba Kumar Pegu. Since the village selected for the field study
wras gt our wcinity it was not difficult for our journey. It was decided that the
residence of Ayengia Bali L.p. school would be our base camp. 50 we would
gather at Ayengia Bali L. P. school every day in the morming and far there we
would disperse for our household survey. Similarly, we would gather again in
the evening again from there we would feave for our respective homes.

- charge Air

SELECTION OF [WFORMANT!

ecticn of househotd information | interviewed mostly the head of

he head was not avaifable | took the help of the

ules. On special topic, | selected the

For coil

rne farnily as nty informant. it

elders of the family 1@ filf the sched

le persons of the viliage 25 My rformant.

krrowledgeat
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IRET DAY IMIPRESSION

odav. the 13 lune, 2022 , we start our first day field work with our

Jacher at Ayengia Bali Gaon, Alajan in the district of Dhemajl, Assam. The
¢ predominately inhabited by the Mishing tribe. The village Is adjacent
e et many people who could tell us about the history of the
gave Us information ~hout the growth of the village. After
charge divided us into two groups.

rs. The villagers were

pations. We got

ntire village, our teacher in-
¥ schedules in five hou
They were of various occu
household. It was at Z.30 PM when

village as wel
surveying the
ip | fillec up my Surve

d co-operative.
d every

wWith our grol

vary hard waorking an

response from gacn an

very good

afe returm Lo our homes.

ETHODS AND TECHNIQUES:
since the objective of field work was 1o acquaint us with the use of
field, these twWo aspect were given primary

| technigues in the
d techniques are arbitrarily used as

methoas and
in the fleld. nethods an

hough we might us
lem of the field work and to
¢ approaches this task, Technig

mportance

e the term to refer 10 the overall systematic
broad scientific principles in
ues might be

Ao YOS
1 o the prob

.35}p|'.:=g-',i.'.5
ch eth nographi

vhe right © P whi
L Em :':_-\"r.'_-.'l- d i;,-l-:f"-! the W'a.l:llls .I:IT dealEng‘




the minor day o day guolilems which confronn a Tehi worker 3 camying o hig

- %

-5 work on the spot ( Peddurigan, 1957) For collection of dara, | used the foliowang

=® meihods:

)

- S Schedule methiod ¢ Census Method

P i (ase Sudy mevhod

2

o 1 Interview method

B .. Observation method and

’i: v. Gemalegical method.

o

2 Gehedobe Miethod:
i

o

ﬁ In onder to get the general ides of social and demographic status of the
“1 L

-

,.5"' village we used census metbod and as such household cepsus were use 10 recard
2 doon 1o door infermation of family size, clan, marital siatus, and distance . level of

—"? education, sccupation, land holding, livestock and ihe knowledge of secondary

7

j [anguage, o,
;ﬁ
:.;p 1 used this muthort as the [irst method in the field for cofiection of socio-

T economic information of the vitlagers. | filled the survey schedules at the very
£ .
’:_I, h{,ginning of my Tield HT S

P



Case Biusy Methos:

The case study research hag bean gre of the importang methods of
200t FRsRArCh, i hat been tragingaaii 2 meihod of gualitative analyiis,
tAr. Hachet MEENCer, Mr. Frodeigh 1e Py and Dr. William Heaiy were
the pignears o the caza sudy methed. Or. Willlam Heaiy used case
sty method 1o study suvenile delinquents as the Dopuiation of the
sy,

ALLOTding to Py, Young ,"Case study is a method of xpioring and
anakyzing the tfe of 3 sacial unit - be that a person, & famidy, FRst tertion
cultral group or even an entire community” (Young, 1962 229).

Hiterview Method:

Interview is ane of the important toat of social resagrch, Interview
mest Be combined with schedules. In other words intarview is 4
technique used to administar the schedule, The person giving interview
's calted an interviewee, varied fypes of data can be gathered tensivey
ang extensively. Besides, intarview is 3 means for assessing the
personaitty of the respondent.

Young defines interview as, "an effective informai vertiy! and nan.-
verbal conversation initiated for a specific purpase and focused on
certain planned Contain areas.”

| emigioyed this method 3t the time of SEnerating census and diring
iy codfection of information an My speciat topic. Folkwing this mthoy |
aut the questions face to face at the same time | noted alt the reguireg
information,



Dhservation Method:

Gbservation mean to see things with a purpose. it consisted of facts
which are in the direct knowledge of the investigators. Observation is
perceplion with pyrpose, observation is regulated perception.in
abservation, cnly the ralevant things are taken into account.

In participant observation the observer takes the part in the sociai
events. When the cbserver does not actually participate in the activities
of the group, but simply observes them from distance it is known as non-
partitipant ohservation {Bajpai-184).

Duning our field study | used non pasticipant observation method,
At that time no social events were performed by the viliagers. Therefore,

| was not able to employ myself participating n any events of the
community.

interview and observation methods were simultaneously used to
gather infgrmation on our specially assigned topics. Case study meathods
were used to coliect information on assigned cases. Genealogical
method was used extensively to coliect data o kinship and farmily_

Genealogical method.

Genealogical method which is known a5 6.7 method was
discovered by L.H.R Rivers in the study of Melanesian society. This
method is very useful in the study of kifnshipo, family and marriage.
Thus, in the study of social structure this mathod has a great relevance,

There are some specific symbols which are used this method and
these are given below:

A . For Male
O . forFemale

For Affinal ar Marital Tie



2..

& -

ig . for Consanguine Tie

l-;1 |

i;}' . for the Line of Descent

& . Used for Dead

The abbrewation psed in the MApPINg of kinship are 35 fo!llows:

ST T T T TRTRRT
A

Father = Fa
mother = MO
Husband = HU
wite = Wi |
f Brother = Ba
| gister = 5i
|
ih Son = 50
EF paughter = D3
t
E EgO i 3D wnpartant male or femate infarmant through which the
) relation 1% traced in the gemlusical ratie method { Jha Makhan, 1924}
; SELECTION GF THE INFORMANTS:
it | have selected my informers while coflecting my census suivey
; schedules. i have selected the genutne persans who know their culterat
; pattern and tradition and their social institution.
3
"

__#__n_“
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CHAPTER — 11

SHORT
DESCRIPTION OF
THE FIELD
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SHORT DESCRIPTION OF THE LAND
ORIGIN OF THE NAME OF THE VILLAGE
HISTORY GF THE VILLAGE :

5o far 8% the histary of the village is concerned, it is in obscurity whatever
data we could unearth with regard to this is only through oral tradition of the
peopte which is the only available source. How far authentic this one is cannot put

a guarantee,

The story goes In the following manners:

The village Ayengia Bali Gaon derived it's name from the inhabitants of the
village as majority of them are Mishings. Gradually from the last two decades
people from the flood affected areas came in to settle whileany others built their
homes to educate their children while some athers due to their services. Since

the village have turned into a densely populated village now called the Ayengia

Bali Gaon.



LOCATION AND BOUNDARY

TOPOGRAPHY:

The topography of the village is flat. The area s characterized by
ﬁgﬁculturﬂ land, usable land , smd hamestead and bambog Brooves. The soil type
i sandy- ang alluvial. The nature of the coil is sticky when wat byt hard when

dried. The ground water is generally found at shallow depth and maostly less than

15 meiers.

HYDROGRAPHY:

The main source of water for domestic consumption in the village is tube
wells which are installed by the villagers themseaives at their own coasts, Other
than these, no any other sources supplied by government are conspicuous, Many
¢smilies, who are affardable, have electrical driven pumps 50 as 10 avail running

water facility in their housshaold.

For Agricultural purposes oh the other hand, peopte derived necessary

water from summer rains which s unpradictable in nature,
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CLIMATE :

The climate of the village can be divided in
surnmer and dry cold winter. The village and the surraunding area varies from
moderate to cold with medium to heavy rainfall. The winter seasons staris from
the month of Dcteber to March. The Wonsoon usuzlly starts from the month of
april to July. The autumn and spring seasons are usually marked by favorable
moderate weather. The cllmate of this village i< sujtable for the cultivation of

The village is rich in it's natural resouUrces.

to btwo seasons, hot and most

Crops.

FLORA:
The village is rich in floral resources; one tan fin vepetation Juxuriantly both
patural and planted. Some of the names of the domesticated plants with local

names have been recorded as foliows:-

gnglish Narme Local Mame
Jackfruit Belang
Betel Nut Buye
Mango Kedi
Pumpkin Tapa
Banana Kopak
Chilly Mirchi
Fineapple Keteki
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FALHA:

A rich variety of

ete.

some of the fauna available in the village have been tollected which are given

pelow with focal rames.

birds and domestic faung in the village. The common
domestic fauna sean in the village are cow, goat, cat, dog, pig, hen, duck, pigeon,

English Mame Local Name
Goat Soben
Cow Sobo
Foul Porok
Pig Aeg
Fish Ongo
Duck Fejab
Pigeon Parong
Dog Ekj

Cat Mekuri
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TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATION:

The means of transport and communication in the village not very much well develop, The Link roads from the
Mational Highway to the AkajanTiniall run just along the Ayengia Bali Gaon an the Southemn border, Many of tha
families own motorbikes and cars.

Pobile phones are used by almost every grown person of the area. Television are found in almost every
household, The post office is situated at the heart of the Akajanwhich is just a kilometer from the village.

ELECTRICITY:

The electricity is supplied from the Silapathar power station which Is just at a distance of 12 kilometer, There s a
regular electricity supply to the village though there are interruptions in between for few hours a day.

SAMIATATION:

canitary system of the village iz well developed, The tollets are usually built at the back sides of the main housess.

Mast of them are built on concrete sanitarytoilets while only a very few are made of bamboo huts, The families who
are economically sound have sanitary latrine attached 1o their bathroams,

A. IMPORTANT PUBLIC PLACE:
RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS:

There are two worshipping place In the village; a Maamghar, The occasiens like Kirton, Ali i Ligang et
Figure 1:- Naamghar.
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EDUCATIOMAL INSTITUTIONS:
There are two school one Ayengia Bali L.P. Schoal, Other one is Avengla Ball High school,

i
b‘ A
2B &
T
L 7] =
a s

Figure 3:-Ayengia Bali High school.
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VILLAGE SHQPS AND MARKET:

There are few shops within the villapes. They are also access to the daily and
weekly market at Akajan Tiniall which is only at distance of half Klamster,

REDICAL FACILITY:

There is a 200 bedded modal Hospital at Silapathar which |s at a distance of 12
kilometer from the village,

POLICE STATION:

The villagers of the Ayengia Ball Gaon come under the Sifapathar Polfce station.
The Sitapathar Police statfon is just at the vicinity of the village; in distance it 5 17
kilometer,

PLAY GROUND:

There is no any comman playground of the village as such. The children and youth

play games in the paddy field during the winter and in 50me open space of
people’s courtyard.

C.PEOPLE QR SHORT DESCRIPTION OF THE VILLAGE:

ETHNIC COMPOSITION:

The ethric compaosition of Avengia Bali Village is homogenecus. Almast all
the inhakitants of the village are mishings, a tribal community of Assam. Only a
few families of Bengali and RBodo communities sre seen in the village.

FHYSICAL FEATURES OF THE PEOPLE:

The Ayengia Bali Village people belong to the mongoloid race. The skin colors
of these people are yellow pale. Epicantic fold in their eyes are visible . Their
structures are usually short to medium and few tall. They have mescrrhine nose,
Coarse wavy and straight hair. They possess brown to black eye colpur.



T Y Tmeyd v iy A el Rl b gl T N o W o i

bk

3 A

- - - o el |

LANGUAGE:

The people of Ayengia bali speak Mishing dialogue which
belongs to the Tiketo Burman linglistic group, Missing is the
mother tongue of the Mising people. They also speak Assamese
fluently. Hindi and English are also known ta many of them as

majority of them are literate.

DRESS AND CRNAMERNTS:

The Mising tribe has its own traditional dress woven by
tha women folk. Wamen usually wear their traditional Chadar -
Mekhela, but the male folk usually wear traditional dress only
on certain festive ocecasions and during ritual ceremonies, The
Mosang Egee, Perre, Potaliete are important traditional dress
of tha dising women. The male members wear Mibu galuk,
Gonre Ugon, and Ribi Gasor during festivals and other special
Qccaslans.

The ornaments of the women folk consists of Ear ring,
Necklaces, Bangles, Doksiri, Thuriya, Madoli, etc.

FGOD AND DRENK:

Rice is the staple food of the Misings of the village. The villagers
usually eat vegetables, pulses, wild roots ang wild vegetables
and leaves, Meat like chicken
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and pork are very much liked by the people besides fish and
mutton. Namsing is a very common food fem of the Mising
people.

MNogin Apang and Poro apong are the traditional
beverages of the Mising people.avery family prepare their own
rice teer to be taken during performance of
Festivals and rituals, Itis also a regular drink for most of the
iising families. On special occasiens they prepare dishes like
Peret Qying, Pittang oying, etc. pork is the favorite rmeat which
rooked with wild edible plants,

WHSING DWELLING:

From the study of material culture in respact of the
house type the Misings are well known for their Chang Ghar,
the house on piie. The people of the village generally have
Assam type or Concrete RCC buildings houses. But have
constructed their kitchen an pile (Chang Ghar). The traditional
Mising Pile House (Chang Ghar) is a long single hall; the fire
olace in the middle of the hall. There is an open space infront of
the house [ocally called as the Tunggeng. The granaries are also
puilt on pile. Almost all of the families have at least one Chang
Ghar behind the main house. Oniy few families have house
made of bamboo built on pile as main house.
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PAISING FAMILY:

Traditianally the Misings are known for their joint
families, A common house is shared by a 3 whole family
consisting of parents, married sons and daughters. Evan after
the death of the father, the family does not break up as 2
general rule but continues to live in tha same house as
previously including the widow with her children.

In the present study | have found that the majority of the
people of the Kalyan Kendra Mising village liva in a smail
nuctear families consisting of a married couple and their
unmarried children. Regarding the family pattern of the village,
it is found that the families are of nuclear, joint and extended
types,

MARRIAGE SYSTEM OF THE MISINGS:

As marriage is concarned, monogamy is the general rule,
but polygamy is also allowed amaong the Mising community.
There are four types of marriages They are namely, Dugla
Lanam(marriage by found among the Mising. elopement), Tadla
Lanam{marriage by negotiation), Sola Lanam(force marriage),
fMago Dugnam{probatianary marriage). The hisings are divided
into number of clans and sub clans. Marriages are strictly
prohibited among the closely related clan and sub-clans. Itis

patrilocal in nature. The bride price or dowry system is not
practiced.



KINSHIP TERMINOLOGY:

Kinship terms are the terms used in designating kin of
various types. The study of kinship terms is an old as
anthropology 25 2 modern science is the first signiffcant
cantribution nef the study of kinship term are made by Morgan
who published his conclusions as regards the kinship tarms, He
made twg broad categories of kinship viz. the classificatory and
the descriptive system of kinship term.

Under a classificatory system several peaple, lineal as
well a5 collateral and often even affinal, are all similar, Such
term refer mare to rejationship rather thar to kin. Against this,
a descriptive term of designation describes the speaker's exact
relation towards him/her whom hefshe is referring to address.
Thus, ‘'uncle’ is the classificatory term but father® is a descriptive
term. Rivers also refer ta their family system of kinship terms.
Such term refers to the members of a single biological family
individuals such as nephews, cousins, and the persan refated
in-law are some exarnpies of classificatory terms used by
modern western society,

Following are some of the kinship terms which | have
found in Kalyan Kendra Mising village of Silapathar at the time
of field study.

Kinship Terms - Local Term

Father Babu
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viother

Father’s father
Father's Mother
Mother's Father
Mother's Mather
S0n

Daughter
Brother (elder)
Brother {younger)
Sister {elder)
Sister (younger)
Hushand

Wife

Au/ Nane

Tato
Yayo
Tato
Yayo
Aao

Ome

Birp
Bat
Biro

Milo

Miveng
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PROPERTY INHERITANCE:

The system of property inheritance is patriarchal, The
descent s always traced through the male. 50 they are
patrilineal, Generally the eidest male or the father is the head
of the family and regarded as the highest authority. The
property of the Mising family includes the cultivated land, the
residance, the domesticated animals, arhaments, utensils,
money and drass efc.

DEATH:

The Mising people believe that death is not only the
result of diseases caused by the evil spirit but alse an qutcome
of the natural phenomenon. Death due to old age is regarded
45 3 natural and action of God. Hence, when the head of the
family is bedridden and the death is certain his last wishes and
advices are sought by the family members. As a matter of role,
the relat/ves are informed and they are expected to arrive for a
condolence before the dead body is disposed off. The dead are
buried according to their will while alive.
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Demography 15 indispensable parl in .-"'Lllt_hm]:lﬂlﬂgicﬂi feld study, because

with the help of demopr phy many important information of particular population

are tollected.

With the help of census form provided by our deparment of anthropology,

we sollected much information like pﬂpulatiun patlern, population by age and sex,

1 - compasition, occupational pattern and
fa.l_'nj'ly t}"p'ﬂ-,. f‘amii},r Gumpﬂﬁlnﬂn1 clan Pe pa P
in tabular form. Quantitative dala are

' : di
livesiock populaticn, L& are represents
les

Pesentad and analyzed i different tab

g

|
i
o
1
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Tabkde Mo:- 1

Distribirtion fation e Sex & edncakion
|I - I| URterats Prirmary{ly' -} Sncondary{ViL-K] || Highat Secondary] X || B Graduate -P-ﬂstﬁ-r;E o
| group | rhate | Femal | Tatal (%) ]‘Ma-]e | Femal \‘Tntal lFema'. Total [%] ]Hla'le [ fem | Total (%) \Male T Fama | Tokal (%) | Mazle | Femal | Total
| & l[ e 134 ala le
]ln--:. '|l11 'll 15 -

'|I 26111.400 \l -

EmE

lﬁ':]

'|l5»9 '|L g ',I f '|l15L5.571 '|l ) |||1 \l-an_re.aq ||| . lll'|| - Il - % ]| - I|I i |I Ill - Iil - -
'|l11:|-1-: '||1 I'l_ '|l1lna.'.r'| |||5 lla |||'5|-1,3.E|£L} ]la. lls 1191;3%1 ]l_ l ||| ]| |I ]I_ l T =
]ll 1514 \1_ \\ - '|l - lll-- \l - ll - '|| &4 '|I g 9§3.G4) Il g Il 3 1| (3,50} Il - || 1 'l 10 43 || - -
lll e 1,L 2 26.5M lL Z - I|l - llI A ]l % ||| IW[A 32 ||I & I| & 'l 12{5.26) |l - 'l - ]I . '| - 1 L0432
||I 15:28 '|I 3 ',I T 1{1!.[354:3 '|L - ',I - '|l - '|l A 1||_1 '|I G253 '|I ] II T '|I 5[3.50] |I 3 1 'l 5{2.19} l - -
3634 |1 ',I 1 FIREN] -Il - - 2 '|I 1 ]I 34131 ‘14 ||4 32,501 ] 1 1 T IIE - 3531
3539 | 2 & 83.50) - - 2 b 4{1.75) 1 - 0BT " Z 20 A7) 1 - (.43
2044 | 3 1 5219 - - - 1 2 a[1.31) 1 1(D.43} 3 - LIy | - -
4543 | - 3 3{1.21) - 1 EETINIE 3 GZ5¥ |1 : 30131} 1 L A |1 - 1]0,43)
5054 |2 1 21.31) - - 1 - uoaa |4 - 411,75 1 20E7} - -
55-55 | — 2 2087} - - - 1 YR E - 20,87 - - - -
E0-GF | 4 4{1.75] 1 - LigaA3] |2 1 F(1.21 - - - - - -
G560 | - - - - 1 1o.43] - - — - -
1074 |1 - 1043 - - - - - - - - - - - -
573 | - 1 1[043 - - - - - - - - - o -
BO-B4 || - - - - - - - - - - - - 2 - 2157
Total l R B2(35.96) | 1D 7 17{745) | 28 28 Eelz4.56} |27 | Z1 [ 4Bj2a08) (11 | E 17(7.45) | 7 I 1 E13.50







Table Na; 2

Dlstribution of popuiation by marital status
Age | Unmatried N _ Mamied Widow | Total
group | Male |Female [Total |% Miale Female Total |% Male Fernzle ~
0-4 11 12 23 23.23 |- _ - - - ~
5-9 13 8 21 2121 |- — - - - — - [-
10-14 12 11 23 53.23 | .- - ~ - » .
15-19 9 7 16 16.16 | -- - _ I - A .
20-24 2 2 10 10.10 |3 13 16 12.8 |- - - |-
25-79 4 - 04 404 |10 12 22 17.74 |- - - |-
30-34 1 1 02 202- |12 7 15 1532 |- e
35.39 — - - - 7 g 16 129 |- - |- |-
an-44 |- - — - 6 S 11 g87 |1 - |1 |20%
45-49 - - — -- 6 10 16 125 |- — |- |-
5(-54 - - - — 8 1 a9 7.25 |- 1 1 |20%
55-59 - - - — 2 3 05 4.03 |- - - |-
60-64 - - - - 6 1 07 5.64 |- 1 1 | 20%
65-65 - - - - 1 - 01 0.08 |- e
70-74 - -- - — - - - - 1 - 11 |z20%
75-79 - - - - - - - - -- i L
80-84 - - - - —~ - - — 1 - |1 {20%
| Total 58 41 99 99.99 |62 62 124 (9935 |3 2 5 |1c00%




Analysis:-

This table shows the distribution of population of Ayengia Bali
village. Qut of the total population of 228, number of unmarried male i%
su and female is 41, in which total 93 are unmarried and 62 males and
fernales in which total 124 are mattied. Percentage being 99.99% and
a0 9% respectively. Besides this only 5 are found t2 be widaw,
percentage being 100. the highest number of unmarried male is 13
which is found in the age group of (529) years and unmarrled female is

12, found in the age
rmarried malke is 12 which
the highest number of marrie

(22-24} years.

group of {024} years. And the highest number of
is found in the age group of {30-34] years and
d female is 13, found in the age group of




Table Na: 3

_ Distribution of poputation by Sex and Clan Affiliation

Male female Total 5

Slﬂn.\ Hame of Clan \Eu. To% " THea. ) No. %

1 | Taw 27 22.6% (22 20.18 |49 2049
12 | Taid 28 2352  [32 29.35 |60 25.30
13 |™orang 16 1344 [13 1192 |29 11.70 |
14 | Daw |5 4.2 A 366 |9 3.94
|5 | Kuli 14 3136 A 3.66 |8 3.50

I | Pait | 11 9.24 11 1009 |22 8.64

|7 | Pegu 6 5 04 4 366 |10 4.38

g Daley 3 7.56 g %25 |18 7.88

9 Bori 1 0.34 2 183 |3 3.30

10 Padi 1 0.584 4 366 |5 2.19

11 Taye 3 2.52 i 183 5 Z2.19

12 Medok 6 5,04 1 091 |7 3.16

13 Mishong 2 1.68 i O EE 3.30
Total 119 99.9¢ | 109 99,91 | 228 99.97

Anabysis:-

Distribution of population by sex and clan has been presented in this table. The table revaals that there are 13 clans
in the village The number of Taid and the Taw pepulation stands highest with 60 and 49 numbers .In case of the Taid clan
the percentage is 25.30% and that of the Taw clan 20.49%. The clans namely Morang and Pait show considerable

percentage of the population which are respectively 11.70% and 8 64% .The Mishong, Taye, Bori and Bar] tlan constitute
the least number of poputation in the village.




Table No: 4

Distribution of Population by Sex & {Q¢cupation

| Occupation L
N’; Category Male Female Total
No % | No % No %
1 Govt. Service [ © 4.03 2 1.92 B | 3.50
2 Pvt. Service — -- -- — - -
3 Agriculture a2 34.67 1 0.96 43 18.85
4 Student 42 34.67 3 28.84 72 31.57
5 House wife - - 5B 53.84 L1 24.56
6 |Business |18 1451 |3 2.88 21 9.21
7 | pependent | 11 g8?__ |12 1153 |23 108 |
g |poltician |2 080 [~ - 1 0.43
g Wage tabourer |4 3.22 - - 4 1.75
10 | Tailor | - Rl - — -- a
Total 124 99.07 | 104 99.97 [228 99,95
Analysis:- the distribution of population by age, sex and category of primary

This table shows
occupation of the ped
are ynder Governmen
Private Service holder
primary occupation, 21
fernales.

gia Bali Gaan. Out of the total population 228, 8(2.50%)
primary orcupation, 43{18.85%) are Agric ulturist, & are
%) Are students, 4{1.75%) are Dally wage labour by
ssman, and 56{24.56%) are House wife among

pie of Ayen
t Service a@s
5, 72{31.57
(9.21%} are Busine




Table No: 5
Distribution of Population by Sex & Knowledee of seconda

[anguage

Si. | Secondary __Nlra_le Female Total

No ! language No | % No % No %

1 | Assamese 1113 | p2.08 |102 7727|215 568.47

2 |English 119 |10:43 7 530 |26 828

2 | Hindi ] L _IEE!I 27 ieeg |71 22.61
‘4 |Bengali |1 ___qif-l_ 1 0.75 2 | 0.83

5 |Other |- _ _|= . - - — ]
T [Total___ 382 '99.97 |132 |9998 {314 [99.99

Analysis:-

nows that there are 5 secondary

The ahove tahle s
people 0
5 SPO

f Ayengia Bali Gacn can speak. The

languages that 1 :
ken along with their percentages are

number of language
2 .08%), English - 26(3.23%), Hindi -
7{0.63%} and no other languages are

Assamese - 215(62-
71(22.61%), pengall -
spoken.




Tabkie No: &
Distributlon of Household according to size
3 No. of . Na. of
No. | individual size of household families Percentage
01 14 smatl 29 58
i —
o7 | s |Medum EES
03 7-8 Large 6 12
!Iﬂﬂﬂl __._L._-—-—-—'—'_'_ 50 100
Amnalysis:-

the distributions of household according
mall families consisting {1-4} individuals
eople of Ayengia Bali Village, number
o respectively. On the other hand
umber and percentage belng 15%
found to be large and O family

This table shows
is found that 5

among the P
e 22

to size. It
is common
of 26 and percentag
medium 3g€ farnily
respectively. Only 6
to be very 1argé-

iz 15in N
families are




Table No: 7

Distribution of Families according to pos <sion of domestic

anjmals and birds.
. an | Bomestic No. of familles :‘::L::}- utf ;
O- | animals & birds. in possession ) cd E:
R — animals & birds
13 {atile 28 72(24.32%)
I B e
2 | Dog 15 16(5.40%)
3 Pig 13 26{8.78%)
R
2 |ouk Ao 11{3.71%)
5 Fowls 19 107{36.14%)
(Fowls _ —
6 Goat 14 49{16.55%)
7 i Pigeon 1 3(1.01%)
T g |<cat g 12(4.05%)
cat ———om
1 Total 109 295{99,96%)
Analysiss-
This table shows that there are & animals viz, cattlei72), |
dog(16}, pigl26): duck{11). rowls{107), goat{49}, pigeoni(3) and !
catgu;-_} ;hat have been racorded in the village.




Table Mo: 8

5| Mo, | Type ‘Compositien Ne.
family

I
0l MNuclear Husband, wite and 33
66%

ynmarried chitdren.
Husband, wife with 1
married and ynimarried

e

{12
2%

chlld and grandchildren.

Joint Hushand, wife and g
10%

married children.

e
band, wife and their 9

—I_._,_n—'_—
Hus
married cpild and 13%

grandchildren,

Extended widow with married

and unrnanied chitdren. 1%

i
———
=0 100%

—

A

o
[ (Towl

Analysis:-
stribution of the family according

ble there are 33{66%) nuclear,
d families are found in the

This table chows the di
In this ta

%) extende

to type composition:
6(129%) joint and 11(22
Avengia Bali village.
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Tabie No: §
Distribution of martial alliances according to spouse distance
| i NG, ﬂis:::cf;m] No. of marriage Parcentage
1 il -
2 1-10 5 Y
3 11-24 & 645
= 21-30 10 16.12
2 31-40 : 3.22
& 41-50 4 6.45
7 51-60 10 T
g 61-70 10 3T
9 71-80 o ;
10 31-90 2 3.22
11 91-100 15 ET
12 100 and above 0 5
Total 52 9595
Analysis:-

ws the distribution of families of marita!
alliances according to spouse distance. From the table it is clear

that the marital according ta spouse distance within 51-100 km
are highest with a total nu mhber of 15{24.19%) fallowed by

spouse distance of 21-30 km with a number of 10{16.12%).

none has been fo
pAartial alliances of spouse

to be nil.

The table sho

und to have married within the village.
distance above 100km is also seems
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TRADITIOMAL MEDICAL PRATICEC OF

FAISHING CORMMUNITY

Assam has very rich traditional of herbal medicines used in the
treatment of wvarious allment The Mlshmg commurnity practice differant
types of traditional healing practicas,

The Mishings are an ethnic group inhabiting in the districts of Dhemaji,
North Lakhimpur Senfitpur, Tinsukia, Dibrugarh, Sibsagar Jorhat and Golaghat
of Assam.

This tribe lives close to river banks which brings about Malariz and different
water born diseases and they developed traditional healing pratices to protect
themselves from different diseases and traditional healing pratices of those
days are 5till preferred by the people of this communfty in this medern era |
Traditional healing practices amongst Mishing tribe is the method ta treat
ailments by using herbs in form of fresh of fresh drug, crushed Juice, decoction
of drug part and powdered medicing for aral intake and paste for local
application on skin diseases and wounds. They are locally available madicina!
herhs, cuitivated drug from different habitat as well as cultivated depleting
medicinat plants. 5ame commaon types of treatment like cuts and wound
;sprain end skin diseases whare external application is involved is practiced by
ail those who get affected immediately Use of natural herbs s common
practice as protective and is commonly soid in vegatalle shops.
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Case study- |

Name of the informant : Mr Romoni Taid
Education : H.S. Passed
Dccupation: cultivator

Age: 44 years

Sex . Male

Marital status : Married

Religion : Hinduism

Clan : Taid

Date : 16/08/2022

place : Ayengia Bali Village

A short genealogy of informant -

oo &IZQI
|
a1 Ay O

&!-'Huﬂgn
@Iﬂ The Ego's Wil

‘& 1= Eyos son
Od= Egos daughter




Case study -1

1n the morning of 16" June 2022, The ficld study team of 6" semester students
of Anthropology led by our teacher in-charge Sir Naba Kumar pegu, we set for
our fleld equipped with all our necessary iterns. We reached the field study at
10.00 am, We started our {leld study with the filling of the househald survey
=rheduie. Our team was divided inte two groups and we started our household
survey form one corner of the selected village. During the hol sehold survey b
met Mr Romoni Taid who was selected as my first informant for my case study
ap the speciak topic, # Traditlonal Medical practice among the mishing tribes.”
at first | disclosed to him the purpose of our visit to the village and the
academic importance of the help me in collecting the information regarding
the topic ahd acked for his co-operation 10 help me in collecting the
information regarding the topic. He was happy and appreciated the action of
the academis curricuium and agreed to provide all information that he could
tation. Mr. Romoni Tald shared much information

for a proper documen

regarding the use of warigus plants and their parts for healing and treating
various illnesses 8% traditional Medical practice among the mishing thraugh the
ages. We had 2 long fime disscussion about the use of plants and different

parts of plants as medicines for treating various diseases and the mode of uses
which is systematically presented in @ tabular Forem.

< of medicinal plants:-

Tabie showing the use

T eal Name  ; Assomtes ~part's used | Mode of use | Disease ;

Name_ . .o b i Treated
T 7| Ada Fook Leves & | The juice s Cough

: Juice | extracted and
nuliang Mou | ised with
Tulasi jalthuncy] honey & tulsi |

 Tulsi cextract  and

e — _I aken o
ST ileaves The leaves of | Post

Mg




Irj:_c.;-gk adiﬁ- kukira rna-ngk.f'r::i MEEI- ‘:‘I;e I'I'I-ETSE_I'IE . pﬁriuﬁtle:n-n uf ]

-! Faluk Faluk Seeds black pEpper women and tg
Pourder ara treat cold and
Cooked wit body pain
Chicker meat as

I Soup and taken

E Musﬁﬁ&ﬁn ; -rﬁ;sﬁn.l:i;:ri . Lea'-ras an-dét:r; Faves_m:ld stem | __st::m}a_:h_" N
are grined ang ache is treated

: the juice is served [ in children

|

Narasingho . narasingh Leayes, The Leaves are losse motian uf—

grinded ang the

pasle is Consume

stomach
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Case study- I

MName of the informant : Mrs purnima Doley
Erducation : . A

Age: 32 years

Sex female

Marital status: Married

Religion : Hinduism

Clan : Daley

Date : 17/08/2022

Place : Ayengia Bali Village

A short genealogy of informant —

D= O
&S S0 A A

& 1= The Ego’s Hustand
{:}2= The Ego

©3= Ego’s «lder daughter
C)F Ego's younger dauphier.
1&-5=Egcr'3 clder Son

AYE Fgo’s yOuUngar so




Case study -1l

As scheduled, on 177 une 2022 , the field study team of &7 semester students
of Anthropology led by our teacher in-charge Sir Naba Kumar pegu, we
regched the field ar around 10.00 am. We started our field study with the
$ilting of the household survey schedule. Gur team was divided into twegroups
e we started our household survey fram the two corners of selected village.
During the hausehaold survey | selected Mrs. Pumima Doley as informant for
my second case study on the special topic, “Traditional Medical practice
armong the mishing.” At Hrst | disclosed to her the purpose of our visit to the
village and academic importance of the study. | explained to her about my

for her co-operation 1o help me in coflecting the

the was happy and appreciated the action of
the academic corricLium and agreed to provide all the information that she

could for a proper documentation. Mrs. Furnima Doley shared much
information regarding the use of various plants and their parts for healing and

treating various HIngsses a5 traditional MEI?“‘EEI' practice among the mishing
through ages. Yve had a long time disscussion 1ahnut t_hE usg of plants and
different parts of plants a3 medicines for trl:atmll; various diseases and the
mode of uses which is systematicaﬂ ly presented in a tabular form,

special topic and asked
infarmation regarding the topic.

Table showing the uses of medicinal plants:

 Par'suscd | Mode of Use . isease

: [.ocal Name | ﬁif;::’tﬁ I |  Treated
; | eamE - i - = 1 T N
Rungkirupok Hhedhmla:.ﬂ ;:::; | :?-E:acf::llﬁ anl:jg Couegh I
| Satmod Asyamma imyixed  with | '
: “honey & Lul= ;
i ; g xtrac) and !
| A | Laken o
b — T —_—-— " _"; Traves :The leaves I.in Post
ﬂi::ﬂlﬁm | Chicken meat | the  marsang, panuralion of
b |J3Iu‘n’- : & black ' women and to:
jduk i pepper powder [ ireat cold and




are cooked
with  chicken
meat ag soup
and taken

body pain.

Aamlakhi asik

Aamlakii gas

The bark of
the plant s
soaked n
water for 1 hr
and the water
is drunk.

Small pox is
reated.
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Case study- Hi
Kame of the informant : Mr Sidhant Maorang
Education : H.5. Passed
Qccupation: cultivator
Age: 45 years
Sex Male
Marital status : Married
Religron : Hinduism
Clan : Taid
Date : 18/08/2022
Place : Ayengia Bali Village

A short genealogy of informant —

Zt.'Sl T OE
O] d)ai AS tfl_\ﬁ

G

Gl

A'f—\‘l | = The Ego’s Husband
Q= The Eger

OE= Ego's elder daughter
(4= Ego's younger dangher.
‘&5=Egn’3 elder Son

&Eﬁ Ego's younger son




Case study - Il

As scheduled, on 187 June 2022, the field study team of 6 semester students
of Anthropology led by our teacher in-charge Sir Naha Kumar pegu, we
reached the field at argund 10.00am. we started our field study with the fllling
of the house hold survey schedule forms two corners of the selected village.
During the household survey | selected Mrs Numail Morang as Informant for
rmy third case study on the speciat topic,” Traditional Medical practice among
the mishing tribes * At first | disclosed to her the purpose of our visit to the
village and the academic impartance of the study, | explained o har about my
spetial toplc and asked for her co-operation to kelp me in collecting the
information curricutum and agreed to provide all Information that she could
for a proper documentation. Mrs Sidhant h-_'lnmng shared rrmch inferm ;!tiun
regarding the use af various plants and thelr_ parts for healing arr.: treating
yarious ilinesses as traditional Medical nraf:t":l? among the mishing tribes
through the ages. We hada longs time disscuss.mn ah-?ut th? use of ptants and
different parts of plants a3 medigines for treating various diseasas and the

mode of uses which is systematically presented ina tubular form,

owing the use of medicinal plants:-

Takle sh S . i : |
T eal Name ;;‘5::“53 Part’s used ade of Use g:;t:it::j :
e e DR o T 7| The three pants | Gestiie TS
Takkir are mixed and | treated.
Gomid [.eaves Eﬂﬂd&lﬂd ) :
o CAVES & | together  an
I gmartata Amarlata ;::;ds o mE extract is
' : tuaken, _
] T;—.EIE___;_LEEM&' stem ’: [E E.I"!ll‘fiﬁjj and E ]cl-int. . pain,
Nalpﬂsﬂﬂl ] :j .E ried at joints 10 | arthritis, etc,
; [ : treat yaint
_pam. e
R
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Tine leppir
Eone
Rikom aye
Hilika
Lethai guth

Gila guti

y

Jesta madha
Chirota pat
Makat guti
Hilika
Lethai puti
Gila guti

Leaves
Seed
Seed, bark
Seed

All the

ingredients are
mixed and
grieled  and
boiled. The
exiract is taken
twice in the
propattion  of
haif a tea cup

per day

Appendreitis is
treated.
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CHAFTER- ¥V

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

Anthropology is the thorough and systematic study of human baings fram
ali sorts of aspects. 1t is very sssential in understanding the perfect perspective for
the students of Anthropology. This year,2022, the department of Anthrapology,
silapathar Science College, Silapathar has arranged a field work for the students
of sixth semester students at Ayengia Bali Vvillage, Akajan in Dhemaji district,
assam. An extensive field study was carried out continuaysly of seven days, which
started from 12 June 2022 and continued upto 18 June , 2022, in the present
report, a discussion is proposed Lo focus some aspect of the socio-cultural life of
the Mishing tribe of Ayengia Bali Village. In the preceding chapters | have made a
detailed study shout the sorig-cultural aspects of the Mishing of Ayengia Bali
viilage. in relation to othar topics more Investigations were made on “Musical
Instruments of the Mishing”. In addition to data collection made on through

ﬂbgewatiun and interview, a few concretg case for the above mentioned topic

was also collected from the people of the village. First chapter deals with the

introduction of the field methodology. In the next chapter, | have discussed the

including the size and settlement.

village feat Jres
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1 whey

pluﬂes.ﬂutside' the distriet and also ‘other states like Dglhi', Pungib,

[3anpalore, LC-
Reparding the fanily patierm of (he village, it is found that the famnilies are of
nuclear, joint and extended types,

The systemn of properly inheritance iz pairiarchial. The descent is always
iraced through the male. So they are patrilineal. Generally the cldest male or the

Father s the head of the family and regarded &3 the highest autharity.

As marriage is concetned, monogamy is the general rule, but polygamy is

aleo allowed among the Mising community. There are four types of marriages

found among the Mising: They are namely, marriage by elopement, marriage by

nepotiation, force marriages, probationary marriage. Jt is patrilocal in nature. The

bride price or dowry Systef! & not practiced.
From the study of imaterial culture m respect of the house type the Mising

are wel| known fot their Chang {rhar, the house on pile. The peopl

g of the village

v - have /Assamt type Of Concrete RCC bujldings houses. But have
enerally - .

on pile (Chang {har).

g . -l
The granneries are also bwlt on

constructed their kitehen I "
le. Almost all of the familied have atleast ODE Chang Ghar hﬂh_lind the main
pile. Alm . .
as havi house made of bamboo built on pile as main house.
| 1

house. Only W famili

e
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supply of electricity covers the whole village. Majority of .the'- famiifes h
- ) ' = aAve

modern electronic amenties like television, radio, sound system, freeze and

telephancs, etc. Matorbikes and cars are also common ameng the villagers, Schoo

buses, autorickshaws, electronic rickshaws also ply in the village as a means of

transportation. The Silapathar town ;5 adjacent to the village Lo the west and the

Mutjonal Highway to the east at a distance of half a kilometer.

Traditionally the womce of the village wear their traditional dress and

ornaments but the impact modernization is ohservable in their dress pattern. Males

usually wear the maditional dress during fastivals and rimal occasioms. Regarding,
becupations most of the people are either Government servants of businessmen.

Very few are agriculturistﬁ by occupations.

The economic condilion of the village is quite good. As per analysis it is

of earming membe the population 1 quite high.

e EL
seen that that the number !
Jeveloped. Almost all male and female

The village 13 educationally well
teracy 13 very little. Many

The rate of il
age. Nowadays peaple have

members of the yillage ar literate.
o secn in the vill

duates 2r¢ als
guality education and are ed

;nt th
the aréd: Many have SE0

graduates and Post £ .
pcating their young children

become conscious abyut -
eir children for higher education

in the best schools of




It ix seer thal the Mising people of this village live 2 middle class Tives

They are much better in living standard {han the other Mising populations in alher

backward areas. Their special traditicnal custams and other such characterstics are

hot|ceable in the religicus and social praciices.

The present siudy i5 ¥ery preliminary in mature, However, 1 5 very

Intercsting and educative study through which | was able 1o notice the development

and changes regarding their education, economic status and socio-culural aspecls
of the people of this village in particular and the hMisings a5 2 whole in general. An

ow thoroughly about them.

Extensive study is necessary 10 kn
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Date - 14/06/ 2022
?n 14 June 2022,The first day of my field trip. | woke up at 7.0¢ am and got
reshup. | was very much excited for the field trfp, And 50 on | toork a frash bath

and had my breakfast at 8.00am . After that | took my materials required for
my field. At sharp 9.30am we were asked to present on silapathar Highway Mo
56 road. We were there for all my friends had gathered in silapathar Highway.
When qur sir came all of us went for field study. After that our sir divided all
the students in 2 groups and asked each group ta collect the census data from

the mishing families residing the village.

Date- 15 f06/2022
aarlier schedule, we accordingly

Like the previous day and as it had been
arrived at our destination at 9.30 in the morning far aur field study at Ayengia

Bali village silapathar. We set out for the field and reached our destination at
10.00 am. On our second day of fiald study we went 19 fill the house hald
survey schedule forms for the ¢ the village. We started our houses hold

rest O
Survey. Having done our filed survey til 2,00 pr we came to qur house 3.00pm

Date — 16/066/2022 |
A3 it earlier schedule, We sccordingly srrived at our destination at 9.30 am In
, pia Bali village silapathar at 10,00 am

the marning for our field i tai i i

for my first iHSE study | want {0 1 er’h Hﬂf;ﬁﬂﬂ;tz:ghw;?ilﬁggﬂr:gi
_ d his fam '

and according to custo™ stays with h persan.

daughter and a son. He was 2 very kin
Qusg on 17/06/2022.

Date — 17/06/2022 ,
L a Daley > h

For my second case study , | visited Mrs pu‘;nlﬁ'; family members. she has twa

She is married and lives with her husban helptl person.- ghe honestly

u ? he prepa ration and

Day co- operative 1
ghters. She was very [ put forwarded 1© her E!hﬂ'“t

Fesponged to my questions
the M
UE-E ﬂf thE I':":-ﬂ”'jr prepﬂred hEVEraEE EI'I"I'iU'T'IE
the Apong,
Eate— 18/06/2022 .+ pirs Sidhant porang 3 Ihﬂ::l’- 2d his family
Or my third case study: | visited 1ays Wi::; hlskl od and cooperative
d

::h‘:’ is married and according m son. He wa
embers. He has a daughter an
DE"SDH,
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