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PREFACE

Anthropology is the science which deals with the comparative
study of man as a physical and cultural being.
It has main two branches:

I} . Physical Anthropology and i} cultural Anthropology.

Physical anthropology is concerned with a man as a physical
organism in time and space. Here time means the stages of
development of man in process of evelution during peticd of
time, space refers to the differentiation of the physical types in
madern man living in different parts of the world.

] . Cultural antiropology is cancerned with the study of man
as a cultural being, his work, behaviours| pattern, the
krnowtedge of life pattern and his society.

we are provided with theorithical background in classranm
lecture. As such the students of Anthropology are required o
vetify their anthropelegical knowledge

by undergoing some training i.e. a trip to field which is an
essentlal part of Anthropolegy. Anthropalogy is a field science.
5o field is the actual laboratory of it. To have z praper practical
experience we are to stay in the midst of people, observing
thern and their activitias in their natural settings, which is
suppternented by interview and other anthropoiogical method.
Wa have undertaken the field



Study among the Mishing tribe of Ayengla Bali Gaan, Akajan in Dhemaji
district of Assam.
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INTRODUCTION

Anthropolagy is the science of man. But this meaning is too
hroad and general. Ta be more precise, itis the science of man
and his work ang behavior, The term "anthropology” has been
derived from two terms "anthropos” meaning - man andg
"ogos' means study, Thus anthropology is the study of man.
According to Radcliff Brown, "if we define anthropology as the
science of man and human life in all its aspacts, then it is
obvious that psychology as the study of human mind

and behavipr, must be included in anthropology between
hurnan hiclogy, which deats with man’s physical aspects, and
cocial or cultural anthropoiogy which deals with his own social

life.”

Anthropology studies man and his varied manifestation
‘m tirne and space over a periad of little mare than one hundred
vears of its life, the discipline is distinguished itself reasonabiy
well, both in term of systematic attainment of knowledge as
well as in application to the service of the mankind,

An Anthropotogist coliects data by direct observation
and interview as well as other procedures Involving field
inyestigations. Anthropologists not only study the peaple but
also they share with them their life experiences, eating,
laughing and crying, etc.
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societies to obtain the common and urigue seientific theories,
By knowing man we can more effectively understand man's
problem and to cope with them.

Al AND OBJECTIVE:

Scientific studigs are never perfect until they are
practically verified. in every aspect of science practical
knowledge is more valuable than theoretical. Theoretical
knowledge without practical is rootless and practical
knowledge without practical is fruitless. Therefore social
science like Anthropology which
deals with different aspects of man comprises two man's
divisions theoretical and practical. More precisely Anthropology
is not a lahoratory science, its laboratory is field. Hence,
fieldwork in Anthropology is considered as practical aspects
where student are acguinted with a vast theoretical
background by classroom lectures.

In Anthropological fieldwork we choose one community
far our study, which is very much necessary. Through this we
can understand the social and cultural aspect of a particular
community. The principal aim of fieldwork is to acquire
practical idea of the work ang to become expert and eminent

fieldworker of the subject. Experience of fieldwork is the basic
thing to make him or her best social scientists.
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The primary objective of the field training is to acguint the
students with the specific method of coliecting data regarding
tha various aspects of life of the people concerned.

Another objective of the field training is to conduct
ethnographic spot investigation on a group where correct
informatian of particular tapics like literacy, materiat condition
etc. are taken. Thus field training gives proper understanding of
the subject of anthropological fact, which is absolutely essantial.
Tharefare, fieldwork becomes of very important.

The fieldwork is included 1 the B.5c. sixth semester
mpulsory study. We are to submit a report on a
unity, which requires a student to undertake 3

preferably in a tribal village.

syliabus as a 0
particular comm
trip for at least 1o days

SELECTION OF FIELOD:

'« an anthropological tradition which provides
upther culture”. The study of celture
a scientific approach which can onty be

verified by yndertaking an intensive fieldwork. Keepging this
point in mind cNE academic curriculum is so designed to

rovide us with firsthand exparience in the fiald. Thus, in order
E;}” artialfy fulfill the requirement assigned in the sixth
5E':'IE'51;EF syllabus We are to undertake a field.

Fieldwork

ampirical axperience of
requires a sttemat:c an



Study in a tribe or a peasant village but due to time constraint we could
not go to distant place to do our field work, Therefore, keeping in mind the
time and convenience we identified the Ayengia Bali Gaon at Akajan. Hences,
as suggested by the facilities of the department a pilot suniey was conducted
and found to be ideal field for the student of sixth semester.

JOURNEY TO THE FIELL:-

On 13 of lune, 2022 morning we mate all arrangement for the field
work, | reached at the Ayengia Bali Gaon at 9.30 am accompanied by teacher -
in- charge Mr Naba Kumar Pegu. Since the village seiected far the field study
was at our vicinity it was nat difficult for our journey, it was decided that the
residence of Ayengia Bali L.P. schooi would be our base camp. 50 we wolild
gather at Ayengia Ball L. P. school every day in the morning and for there we
would disperse for our househotd survey. Similarly, we would gather again in
the evening again fram there we would leave for gur respective homes.

SELECTION OF INFORMANT:

For caflection of household information | interviewed mostly the head of
the family as my nformant, If the head was not available | took the heip of the
alders of the family to fill the schedutes. On special topic, | oselected the

knowledgeable persans of the village as my informant.
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l_jih:: minor day i iy probilenss which confront a el workeT in carrying out his
| ' . . _
2 work on the spot ( Pediinglun, 1957). For coliection of data, T used the following
L
. Ameghods:
3
oL Schedody inethad £ Census Method
<3G Case Study methed
A . :
' 11 Interview method
A
& i Observanon method and
3} v.  Cenealogical method.
-
» Sclred ofe Method:
#}
5 ba order to get the general idea of social and demographie status of the

~Zyijiage we used census method and as such household census were use to record

jduﬁ ka deor information of family size, clan, marital status, and distance | level of

3
s education, occupation, land holding, tivestock and the knowledge of secandary

Y language, et
3

"
economic informaticn of the villagers. § fitled the survey schedules ar the very

y gsed this meihad as the fust method m Lthe field for collection of soci0-

F
hepinning of my field study.
p
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FIRST DAY IMPRESSION:

Today, the 13 June , 2022 , we start our first day field work with our
teacher at Ayengia Bali Gaon, Akajan in the district of Dhemaji, Assam. The
villzge is predominately inhabited by the Mishing tribe. The village is adjacent
to the Akajan. We met many people wha could teli us about the history of the
villzge as well as gave us information about the grawth of the village. After
surveying the entire village, our teacher in- charge divided us inio two groups.
with qur group { fililed up my survey schedules In five hours. The villagers were
very hard working 2nd co-operative. They were of various occupations. We got
very good response from each and every household. 1t was at 2.30 PM when
we return toc our homes. '

METHODE AND TECHMIQUES:

Since the objective of field work was to acquaint us with the use of
methods and technlques in the field, these two aspect were given primary
impartance in the field. Methods and techniques are arbitrarlly used as
synonymous though we might use the term to refer to the overall systematic
approach to the problem of the field work and to Broad scientific principles in
the right of which ethnographic approaches this task. Technigues might be
used to refer rather the ways of dealing.
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Case Study Method:

The case study resaarch has been one of the important methods of
social research. It has been traditionally a method of qualiktative analysis,
PAr. Herbert Spencer, Mr, Fredrick Le Play and Dr. William Healy were
the ploneers of the case study methed. Dr. William Healy used case

- study method to study juvenile delinguents as the population of the

stuty.

Accorging to P.V. Young ,"Case study (s a rmethod of exploring and
analyzing the life of a social unit - be that a person, 2 family, institution,
cultural group oF even an entire community" (Young, 1962: 229).

interview Mathod:

Interview Is ene of the important tool of social research. Interview
must be combined with schedules. In ather words tnterview is 3
technigue used to administer the schadule, The person Eiving interview
is called an interviewee, varied types of data can be gathered intensively
and extensiveiy. Besides, interview is 3 means for 33%es5ing the
personality of the respondent.

Young defines Interview as, “an effective informal verba and non-

verbal conversation inittated for a specific purpose and facused on
certain pianned contain areas.”

| employed this mathad 3t the time of genarating census and during

my coilection of informatlon on my special 1opic. Foltowing this method |
put the guestions face to face at the same time i noted al|

the required
information.



Ohservation Method:

Ghservation mean to Se€ things with a purpose. it consisted of facts
which are in the direct knowiedge of the investigalors. Observation 15
perception with purpose, observation 5 reguiated perception.in
aghservation, only the ralevant things are raken into aCCoOU nt.

\n participant observation the observer takes the part in the social
eyents. When the observer does not actually participate in the activities
of the group, put simply observes them from distance il is known as non-

participant observation (Bajpai:184).

During our field study | used non participant ghservation method.
At that time RO cpocial events Were perfmmﬂ.-cl by the villagers. Therefore,
i was not able 10 employ myself participating nany events of the

community.

interview and ohservation methods were simultaneously used to
gather information on our specially assigned topics. Case study methods
were used to coltect information on assigned cases. Genealogical
method was used extensively 10 collect data on Kinship and family.

Genealogical method:

Geneatogical method which is known as G.T method was
discovered by U.H.R Rivers in the study of nelanesian society. This

method is very yeeful in the study of ki8nshipo, family and marriage.

Thus, in the study of social structure this method has a great relevance.

There are s0me specific symbols which are used this method and
these are given pelow.

ii . For Male
O . For Female

Far Affinal Or Marital Tie

]



. For Consanguine Tig

i . for the Line of Descent

& . used for Dead

The abbreviation used in the mapping of kinship are as follows:

Farther = Fa
Mother = WD
Husband = Hu
wife = W
Brother = Bo
Rister = Si
Son = $0

paughter =02

FgD i% A impartant mate or female informant threugh which the

relatian is traced in the genealogical table method | lha Makhan, 1924).

SELECTION OF THE INFORMANTS:

| have selected my informers while collecting my census survey
cchedulas. | have selected the genuing persans who know their cuttural
pattern and tradition and thelr soclal institution,
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SHORT DESCRIPTION OF THE LAND
ORIGIN OF THE BAME OF THE VILLAGE

HISTORY OF THE VRLLAGE :

So far as the history of the village is concerned, it is in obscurity whatever
data we could unearth with regard to this is only thraugh oral tradition of the

peopie which is the only available source. How far authentic this one is cannot put

a guarantae,

The story goes in the folowing manners:

The village Ayengia 8all Gaon derived it's name from the inhabitants of the

- village as majority of them are Mishings. Graduzlly from the last two decada:

pecple from the fiood affected areas came in to settte whileany others built their
homes to educate their children while seme others due to their services, Since
the viliage have turned Into 3 densely populated village now called the Avengia

8al: Gaan,
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CLIMATE :

The climate af the village can be divided into two seasons, hot and moist
summer and dry cold winter, The village and the surrounding area varies fram
maderate to cold with medium to heavy rainfall. The winter seasons starts from
the manth of Octgber to March. The Monsoon usually starts from the month of
April ta luly, The autumn and spring seasons are usualy marked by favorable
moderate weather. The chimate of this village is suitable for the cultivatlon of
eraps. The village is tich in it's naturai resaurces, '

FLORA;

The village is rich in florel resources, one can fin vegetation luxurisnily both
natural and planted. Some of the names of the domesticated plants with local
names have been recorded as follows.-

English Name Local Name
Jackfruit Belang
Betal Mut GLye
hango Kedi
Pumpkin Tapa
Banana Kopak
Chllly ivlirchi
Pineapple Keteki
FALIMA:

. A rich variety of birds and domestic facna in the village. The common
domestit fauna seen in the village are cow, goat , cat, deg, pig, hen, duck, pigeon,

etc,
same of the fauna available in the village have been collected which are given

helow with local names.
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English Name Local Name
Goat Soben
Cow Sobo
Foul Porok
Pig ABE

* Fish Ongo

T Dtk Pejab

- Pigeon Parong
Dieap Eki

? Cat ek

rasaeesen
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TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATION:

The means of transport and communication in the village not very much
well develop. The Link roads from the National Highway to the Akajan Tiniali run
just along the Ayengia Bali Gaon on the Southern border. Many of the families

own motorbikes and cars.

Mobile phones are used by almost every grown person of the area.
Television is found in almost every household. The post office is situated at the
heart of the Akajan which is just a kilometer from the village.

ELECTRICITY.

The electricity is supplied from the Silapathar power station which is just at

a distance of 12 kilometer, There is a regular electricity supply to the village
though there are interruptions in between for few hours a day.

SANIATATION:

Sanitary system of the village is well developed. The toilets are usually built at
the back sides of the main houses. Most of them are built on concrete sanitary
toilets while only a very few are made of bamboo huts. The families who are

ecanomically sound have sanitary latrine attached to their bathrooms.

A. IMPORTANT PUBLIC PLACE:

RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS:

There are two worshipping place in the village; a Naamghar. The occasions

fike Kirton, Ali ai: Ligang etc.

Figure 1:- Naamghar.
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EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS:

There are two school one Ayengia Bali L.P. School. Other one is Ayengia Bali High
school.

- :E‘
.
oli2 alie ,__-r:g,.j S o
_'T-F":l = o E.r.l'ﬂ

Figure 2:- A-rengia Bali LP. School.
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VILLAGE SHOPS AND MARKET:

There are few shops within the villages. They are also access to the daily and
weekly market at Akajan Tindall which is ooly at distance of hialf kilometer.

MEDICAY FACILITY:
There is 3 200 bedded model Hospital at Silapathar which is at a distance of 12
kilometer from the village.

POLICE STATIOM:

The villagers of the Ayengia Bali Gaon tome under the Silapathar Police station.
The Silapathar Police station is just 3t the vicinity of the villags; in distance it 1s 12

klinmeter.

LAY GROUND:

There is no any commaon playground of the village as such. The children and youth

play games in the paddy field during the winter and in some open space of

people’s courtyard.
C.PEOPLE OR SHORT pDESCRIPTION OF THE VILLAGE:

ETHMIC COMPOSITION:

The ethnic cOMpPos
the inhabitants of the‘ wil
fow famities of Bengali 2n

PHYSICAL FEATURES OF THEP
viliage people betong 1o the mongoloid race. The skin colors
ailow pale. Epicantic fold in their eyes are visible . Their

ition of Ayengla Bali Village is hornogeneous. Almost all
lage are mishings, a tribal community of Assam. Only 3
d Bodo communities are seen in Lhe village.

ECPLE:

The Ayengia Bali
of these people 2r€ ¥
structyeas are usud
coarse wavy and StralE

Iy short 10 medium and few tall. They have mesorrhine nose,
ht hair. They possess brawn to black eye colour.
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LANMGLUAGE:

The people of Ayengia bali speak Mishing dialogue which
helongs to the Tibeto Burman linguistic group. Missing is the
mother tongue of the Mising people. They also speak Assamese
fluently. Hindi and English are also known to many of them as

majority of them are literate.

DRESS AND ORMAMENTS:

The Mising tribe has its own traditional dress woven by
tha women folk, Women usually wear their traditional Chadar -
wekhela, but the male folk usually wear traditional dress only
on certgin festive occasions and during ritual ceremonies. The
Masang Egge, Perre, potali,etc are impaortant traditiona! dress
of the Mising women. The maie membears wear Mibu gaiuk,
Gonro Ugon, and Ribi Gasor during festivals and othar special

accasions.

The arnaments of the women folk consists of Ear ring,
Necklaces, Banghes, Doksiri, Thuriya, Madali, etc.

FOOD AND DRINK:

Rice is the staple food of the ndisings of the village. The villagers
usually eat vegetables, pulses, wild rocts and wild vegetables

and leaves, Meat like chicken
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and pork are very much liked by the people besides fish and
mutton, Namsing is a very common food iem of the Mising
paaple.

MNoagin Apong and Porg apong are the traditional
heverages of the Mising people.every family prepara their own
rice beer to be taken during performance of
festivals and rituals. It is 2lso a regular drink for most of the
hMising families. On special occasions they prepare dishes like
Peret Oying, Pittang oying, etc. pork is the favorite meat which
rocked with wild edibie plants.

AMISHNG DWELLING:

Frem the study of material culture in respect of tha
house type the Misings are well known far their Chang Ghar,
the house on pile. The people of the vitlage generally have
Assam type or Concrete RCC buildings houses, But have
constructed their kitchen on pile {Chang Ghar). The traditional
Mising Pile House (Chang Ghar) is a long single hall; the fire
place in the middle of the hall. There is an open space infront of
the house locally called as the Tunggeng. The granaries are also
buiit on pite. Almost all of the families have at least one Chang
Ghar behind the main house. Only few families have house
made of pamboo built on pile as main house.
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MISING FAMILY:

Traditionally the Misings are known for their joint
tamilies. & cammen house is shared by a whole family
consisting of parents, married sons and daughters. Even after
the death of the father, the family does not break up as a
general rule but continues to live in the same house as
nreviously including the widow with her children.

In the present study ! have found that the rmajority of the
pecple of the Kalyan Kendra Mising village live in a small
nuciear families consisting of 2 married counle and their
unmarried children. Regarding the family pattern of the village,
it is found that the families are of nuclear, joint and extended

types.

MARRIAGE SYSTEM OF THE MISINGS:

As marriage is concarned, MoONoOgamy is the general rule,
but polygamy is also allowed amang the Mising community.
Thare are four types of marriages They are namely, Dugla
Lanamimarriage by found among the Mising. eiopement), Tadla
Lanamimarriage by nagotiation), 50la Lanam{force marriage},
hagn Dugnam(probationary matriagge]. The Misings are divided
inte number of clans and sub clans. Marriages are strictly
pmhihited among the closely related clap and sub-clans. Itis
patri’rucal in nature. The bride price or dowry system is not

practiced.



KINGHIP TERMINOLOGY:

Kinship terms are the terms used in designating kin of
various types. The study of kinship terms is an old as '
anthropelogy as 2 modern science is the first significant
contribution nof the study of kinshig term are made by Morgan
who published his conclusions as regards the kinship terms. He
made two broad categories of kinship viz. the classificatory and

the descrintive system of kinship term.

under a classificatory system several people, lingal as
wall as coliateral snet often even affinal, are all similar. Such
term refer more to relationship rather than to kin. Against this,
a descriptive term of designation describes the speaker's exact
rejation towards hirn/her whom hefshe is referring to address.
Thus, 'uncte' is the classificatory term but father' is a descriptive
rerm. Rivers also refer to their family system of kinship terms.
5ych term refers 10 the members of a single biclogical family
individuals such as nephews, cousins, and the person related
r-law are some examples of classificatory terms used by

madern western society.

Following are some of the kinship terms which | have

found in Kalyan vendra Mising village of Silapathar at the time
of field study.

Kinship Terms Lacai Term

Father Babu
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Mother

Father's father
rather's Mother
RMother's Father
Mother's Mother
San

Datghter

Brother {eldar}

Brothar (younger)
Sister {elder}
Sister (younger}
Hushantd

wife

Auf Mane
Tato
Yayo
Tato
Yayo
Az
Orne
Kai
giro
Bai
Biro
Milo

Miveng




PROPERTY tRNHERITAMCE:

Tha system of property inheritance is patriarchal. The -
descent is always traced through the mate. S0 they are
patrilingal. Generally the eidest male ar the father is the head
of the family and regarded as the highest aythority. The
property of the Mising family includes the cultivated land, the
residence, the domesticated animals, arnaments, utensils,
maney and dress etc.

DEATH:

The Mising people believe that death is not only the
rasult of diseases caused by the evil spirit but also an outeome
of the naturai phenomenan. Reath due to old age is regarded
as a hatural and action of God. Hence, when the head of the
family is bedridden and the death is certain his last wishes and
advices are sought by the family members. As 2 matter of rale,
the relatives are informed and they are expected to arrive for a
congdolence hefore the dead body is disposed off. The dead are
buried according to their will while alive.
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Tabin No:- 1
Digtyibutlon of Population by Age, Sex & education
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2044 | 3 F] 52,19 — - - 1 z WLy |- 1 1{g,43) 3 - sy | - - -
2543 - 3 Ay |- 1 10043 |32 3 s263 1L 2 3¢1,31] 1 1 A0EY |1 - 1(0.43] |
LO%d | 2 1 3Lsy | - — - 1 » 1604% |4 S T T — 2087 |- - -
535% | - 2 s | - - — - 1 1043 |2 - 2087 |- - - - -
E=iE - 3178 |1 - 1it43 | 2 1 31al | - N - - - - - -
E5848 | — - - - - - 1 - 1(0,43] — . -- - — - - -
E=8E = | Hean . _ . _ N - - _ - Z _ - _ _
7579 | - 1 G |- - - - |- - - - |- - - . - z -
EE - - - - = - - T - - - - - ! - 112.87]
1wml I |44 | &x3596F |10 |7 17(7.45) | 28 | R Shize5e | 27 | 21 | 48{z1es) |11 (6 177.a5) | ? 1 A[3.50




Tahlae No: 2
15tributi ulaxl arital statu
Age Unmarried Married Widow Tota)
group | Male |Female |Total % Maile Female | Total |y Male Fernale
0-4 11 12 £3 2323 |- - — - - - - —
59 131 & 21 21.21 |-- - - - - - - -
10-14 12 11 23 22,23 |- -- -- - - - — -
15-19 9 7 i 1616 | -- - —- - - - - -
2024 |8 Z 10 110 |3 13 16 _ Jiz9 (- - |- =
25-29 4 -- 04 4.04 1D 12 23 17.74 |- .- -- -
30-34 1 1 02 202 |12 7 19 (1532 |- I D
35-39 -- - -- -- 7 9 15 129 - - - -
40-34 - -- - -- B 5 11 8.87 1 - 1 0%
45-43 - - - - & 10 16 125 | _ _ M
5054 _ - — - E 1 09 7.25 - 1 i 20%
55-59 - -- - — 2 3 0% 4.03 — — - -
60-64 - - - - 6 1 07 564 |- 1 |1 | 20%
B5-68 - -- - - 1 - {1 0.08 - - - -
70-74 - - - - - - - - 1 -- 1 20%
75-79 - |- - -- - - - -~ . - .
B0-84 - - o - - = - 1 - 1 | 20%
Tota! 58 a1 { 29 99,99 |g2 52 124 99,35 |3 2[5 |100%
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Analysis:-

This table shows the distribution of population of Ayengia Bali
village. Out of the total population of 228, number of unmarried male is
58 and female is 41, in which total 29 are unmarried and 62 males and
fernales in which total 124 are married. Percentage being 99.99% and
99 99% respectively. 8esides this only 5 are found to be widow,
percentage being 100. the highest number of unmarred male is 13
which is found in the age group of [529) years and unmarried female is
12, found in the age group of {024} years. And the highest rumber of
rmarried mzle is 12 which is found in the age group of {20-34) years and
the highest number of married female is 13, found in the age group of
{22-24) years.



Table No: 3

istribution of ion by Sex n AHiliati

' Male Female Total

| 5l No. | Name of Clan No. ™ No. . N ”
1 Taw 27 22.68 22 20,18 45 20.45
. Tahd 8 23.52 32 29.35 50 25.30
3 Morang 16 13.44 13 11.92 29 i1.70
4 Dawy 5 4.2 4 3.66 9 3.54

! 5 Kuli i 3,36 4 3.66 8 3.50

' 6 Pait i1 924 11 1009 |22 8.54
7 Fagu & 5.04 4 3.65 10 4.38
5 Croley o 756 9 5.25 18 T.28
g Bori 1 0.B4 2 183 3 3.30
10 Pzdi 1 0.84 4 3.66 5 2.19
i1 Tays 3 252 2 123 5 2.19
12 Medok B 5.04 1 091 Fi 3.16
13 Mishong 2 1.58 1 0.91 3 3,30
Total 119 99.95 109 99,91 223 99.97

Analysis;-

Distribution of population by sex and clan has been presented in this table. The tzble reveals that there are 12 clans
in the village. The number of Taid and the Taw population stands highest with &0 and 49 numbers In case of the Taid clan
the percentage is 25.30% and that of the Taw clan 20.49%. The clans namely Morang and Pait show cansiderabie
percentage of the population which are respectively 11.70% and 8.64% The Mishong, Taye, ®ari and Bori clan constitute
the least number of gopulation in the village.

;\Eﬁﬂ.ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁ:ﬂﬁ&-.ﬁﬁhﬁﬁﬂﬁhﬁ'{'."ﬁ"uu.



Table No: 4

Distribution of Population hx Sex & Occupation

S1.No I Occupation e
;r Eategnr',r fale Female Total ]
! No % No No | %
I [ Govt. Service 6 403 |z IRETY. '8 3.50
) ' Put. Service ks ’ a— — -- - - .
3 | Agriculture 42 34.67 1 0.56 43 18.85 ]
4 Student a2 34.67 30 28.84 172 31.57
-5 House wife -- - 5h 53.54 56 24,56
6 Business 18 114,51 3 2.88 21 9,21
¥ Dependent 11 i §.87 12 11.53 23 10.8
8 Folitician 1 0.80 -- - 1 043
P9 Wage Labourer 3 3.22 - - Fa 175
10 ' Tailgr o — = - ) - = Ve
| Total 126 98,97 104 99,97 (228 (9995 |
Analysis:-

This table shows the distribution of population by age, sex and category of primary occupation of the people of Ayengia Bali
Gacn. Out of the total population 228, 8(3.50%) are under Gavernment Senvice as primary ogcupation, 42(18.85%) are Agriculturist,
0 are Private Service holders, 72{31.57%) are Students, 4(1.75%) are Daily wage labour by primary occupation, 21{9. 21%} are
Businessman, and 56{24.56%, are House wife among females.

N B M A i e R S O R s S s a  aMr a0 s & i = ) rFa i s Y ” - ~ . . = .
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Table Mo: &
Distribution of Household according to size
sl Mo. of : No. of
Size of household . Percenta
Mo. |individual e families Be
o 1-4 small 29 5B
02 56 Medium 15 30
03 7.8 | Large 6 12
14 T8 Very large 0
Total 50 100
Analysis:-

This table shows the distributions of household according

to size, It is found that small farmifies consisting {1-4) indlviduals
iz common among the people of Ayengia Bali Village, number
of 29 and percentage 29% respectively. On the other hand
medium age family is 15 in number and percentage being 15%
respectively. Only & families are found to be large and O family
to be vary large.
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Table No: 7
Distribution of Families according to possession of domestic
animals and birds.
51t | oAl NS0 FRI :E::L:I::;:::Ed
animals & birds. | In possassion sinlmiain. i Rivee
' Cattle 29 B 72(28.32%)
"5 |Dog 15 16(5.40%)
3 Pig 19 26(8.78%)
4 Duck 3 11(3.71%)
5 | Fowls 13 107(36.14%)
6 Goat 14 49({16.55%)
7 Pigeon 1 3(1.01%)
8 Cat g | 12{4.05%)
| Total 109 296(99.96%)
Analysis:-

This table shows that there are 8 animals viz, cattle(72),
dog(16), pig(26), duck{11), fowls{107), goat(49), pigeon(3) and
cat(12) that have been recorded in the village.




This table shows the distribution of the family according
to type composition. In this table there are 33{68%) nuclear,
&6{12%) joint and 11{22%) extended families are found in the

Ayengia Baki Village.

3
)
-
-5 Table No: B _
¥ 5l Mo, Type Composition MNo. Of | M%Age
B family
» il Muciear Husbanr.‘l, ‘:I'I.I'lff.‘ and 33 6%
unmarried childran.
- oz Husband, wife with 1
) married and unmarried 25
) Ioint child and grandchildren.
= Huskand, wife and 5
y maried children. 1084
» nz Husband, wife and thelr 9
> married  child  and 182
> ded grangdchlidren,
' Bxten Widow with married 2
x and unmarried children. A%
. .
Total 50 1007
>
W
3 Analysls:-
P
¥
3 3
i}
i"r.
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Table Mo: 9
Distribution of martial alllances according to spouse distance
Sl No. di;;::sﬂim} No. of marriage Percentage
B g - -
p, 1-10 5 £.05
3 11-20 4 £.45
4 21-30 10 16.12
5 31-40 2 3.22
5 41-50 4 6.45
7 51-£0 10 16.12
8 61-70 10 158.12
g 71-80 + 0
10 81-90 2 322
11 g1-100 15 24.19
12 100 and above 0 0
Total 62 99,95
Analysis:-

The table shows the distribution of families of maritai
alliances according to spouse distance. From the table it is clear
that the marital according to spouse distance within 91-100 km
are highest with a total number of 15(24.15%) followed by
spouse distance of 21-30 km with a pumber of 10{16.12%).
Wone has been found to have married within the village.
hartial alliances of spouse distance above 100km is also seems

ta be nil.
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RITES AND RITUALS

introduction

Misings are one of the most colourful tribal groups, Misings has its own religion

known as the Mising Faith: Donyi (sun) is the god of the Misings. They are mostly
azgimilated with ihe Hinduism. People are mostly non-religious as they are fun

ut caring much about strict religions in

loving and enjoy life at the fullest witho

junction, The wraditional religious beliefs and practices amongst the Misings are the

animistic.

The Misings have undergone a process of acculturation. They believe

different supernatural beings haunting the sarth, uzually unseen.these supemnatural
beings fall into four categories, viz, Uyu, Urom — Posum, Gumeen - Sohing, all the
:supﬂmsllllﬂli beings need 1@ be propitiated with sacrificial offerings both

seriodicaily and on specific oecasions of illness. disaster, ete. even the benevolent
- Arits i _sitiated from time to time for all ro i :
opardian gpirits are propit all round well being of a
household. Nature worship as such is not common practice amongst the Misings,

she sun and the moon are invoked on all AUSPICIOUS DCcasins.

The leader of their animistic faith is called a Mibu (also called a Miri

sarlier), their priesls are medicine men, who 15 pposed 1o be bom with special
fion with supernatural beings. While Mibus are on their way

pica

BOAWETDS of commu
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g amongst the dMising 0WINg

w0 the introductien of modem education and

- — . "
_Mealtheare amongst them. propitialion on supematural beings contlnue 10 mark

_%hﬂir religious kife.
. |
-2 Religion among Misings
.
Religion Percent

_2 = ,
-» Daonyt — Pelo PO
¥
2 Christanity” Bl
2 )

o Hindutsm 440 :

” In addition, they have embraced in the valiey some kind of monotheistc

| ' ) 145 of the Vaishnavism of
}H}nduisﬂn as passed on 10 them by one of the sec

P Gankerdeva (1445 - (568 4. 0.} the Saint poet of Assam. Their religious itfe in 1he

alley has thus assumed & fully syneretistic character, as it were, and i has given
5 by

-. f hamogensails character of boll animistic Danyi Paloiom and waishnavism,
A 1Rerm 8
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Case study-|

Figure 1 :- Me and my Informant
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Househald No.

Karne of the informant
Education

Qocupation

Age

Sex

parital Status

Religion

Clan

Date

Place

A short genealogy of informant:-

CASE STUDV-

45

Karkik Tald

HS Passed

Cultivation

SO Years

hale

Married

Hindy

Taid

16-06-2022

Ayengia Bakli, Akajan

50 AW r Oz

&1 &3 = dd

Os

AR The Ego
O 2= The Ego’s wife

&- 3= Ego’s Son

O 4= Epo's Daughter-in-law

O E=Epo"s Daughter
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Case study- |

For my first case study, on 16 June, 2022 at 9.30 AM | along with my
classmates of sixth semester students of the Anthroplogy department, Silapathar
Science College headed for Avengia Ball Gaon, Akajan for coliection of
information for our special topics, | went to Mr. Kartik Taict house. He is a married
person and stays with his wife and children. He has a Son and a Daughter. And
alse have Daughter in law. | selected him as an informant far my case study
hecause he was a person of knowledge, kind hearted and co-operative, |
explained to him the purpose of my visit ta which to co operative and gave me
some insight into the rites and rituals of Mishing culture. We had a long time talk
gn the rites on rituals of the Mishing peoplie of Ayengia Bali Gaon. | asked Mr.
Kartik Taid if he could tell me the number of rituals performed by the Mishing
pecple of his village. He replied that there are various rites and rituals performed
by the villagers depending on certain occasions while still many others are fixed
on certain days of the year. Mr. Kartik Taid sald there are many rituals but most

important ones are the Dabur, Taleng-Ui, Dodgang, Urom Apin.



| tried ta learn trom Mr Kartik the bypes and the meaning of the ahove

mentioned rituals o which he went 10 explain in details about the same n ihe

D
S
. i
e 1
¥
" |
iy |

following manner.

o

{.Dobur:

W

Dobur is an important ritual of the Misings. It usually means penance. There

(¥

are three types of Dobur pooja performed by the Mising people. When an

'H'ui

individual or a family commils certain crime or wrong doing against the sociely or

N

religion or social norms, this ritual is performed o purify themselves and get

reunited with the villagers {or all social activities.

Rerize Dobur: It \s performed every year in the month of May commeoniy
pa.ruc!pﬂl.ed by oplv the male members of the village. Individuals from other
villages are prohibited from emering inle the ¥illage on the day 11l the riwuals are
aver. | a person gels into the village by mistake he is not allowed to leave the
village ull the Stuals are over. On this day the vitlagers commonly ask foc

forgiveness for a]l their wrongdoings and seek blessings for prosperiy and good

harvest of thelr crops.

"I R T T B B T A T

Frang Debur: This Dober is performed in a family i they are found einicy
~r - .

L]

[ their wrong dongs which is helieved to obstruct from prosperity and hring
of ther W

"

v

b
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Case study-l|

Figure 2 :- Me and my Informant
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CASE 5TUDY-|

Household Mo. &7
Mame of the informant Lisha Marang
Education HS Passed
Ocoupation Cultivation
ARe 28 Years

Sen Fernale
Mantal Starus Married
Religion Hindu

Clan Marang

Bate 1-06-2022
Place Ayengla Bali, Akajan

& short genealogy of infermant, -

=0 &1 =! OZ

a1 fﬁt?- .'}i'\. 4 (:-I_)E

(s

“ﬁ 1= The Ego’s Husband

D 5= Ego's Daughter
O 5=tgo's Daughter
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Case Study-II

For my second case study, on 17 June, 2022 at 9.30 AM | along with my
fellow mates of sixth semester studenis of the department of Anthropeology,
silapathar Science College haaded for the Ayengia Bali Gaon, Akajan for collection
of information for our special topics. | went to Mrs, Lisha Morang house, She is a
married person and stays with his husband and children. She have two Son and
two daughter. ! selected her as an informant for my case study because she was a
person of knowledge, kind hearted and co-operative. | explained te her the
purpose of my visit to which she extended t¢ co-operative and gave me some
insight into the rlites and ritvals of Mishing culture. We had a long time to talk on
the rites and rituals of the Mishing peaple of Ayengia Bali village. | asked Mrs.
Eiska Morang if she couid tell me the number of rituals performed by the Mishing
people of his village. She replied that there are various rites and rituals performed
Ly the villagers depending on certain occasions while still many others are fixed
on certain days of the year. Mrs. Lisha Worang said there are many rituals byt
most important ones are the Dobur, Taleng-Ui, Dodgang, Urom Apin, Dolung Ui,

vaalo Bamid and Yaalo- lasang.



L

| mied 10 fearn from Mrs. Lishathe types and the meaning of the above
mertioned rituals to which he went to explain in details about the same in the

following manner.

[. Urom ili:

This cwal is pertormed o propitiate the ancestors or the dead, The Mising
people belicve that the ancestors or the dead ones can bestow illness and undesired
affects on the living kin members if 1hey desire so. Therzfore, Mising people once
betieved that any disease or illnesses were thoughi w be the due Urom Korog.
(wrath of the ancestors or the dead). Henvce, 5 Disag (effering) of a pig is made 1o
the ancestors or the duad against the sick person. The Drom- apin is perfarmed at a
stipulated time penod at home to offer the dead ones with foods and drinks to
appease ther. During this nteal a good meal of food and donks are prepared For
she sick person where relatives and neighbours are invired. This ritual is performed
< that the dead anes are satisfied and do ol bestow any undesired aflects on ihe
ving ONes. Apain, Lrom epin tor the accidental dead ones are pérfurmed UHuLs e

he residential Houses.

2. Doting Li:

]



urdesired consequences to the family members. Hence it is performed a5 a means

of cunfession and penance and to seek blessings of the mepernature.

Birte Dohur: This is 2 very important Dobyr and regarded as a seripus ritual by the

hMising people. When any person commits a scnots enme he is removed from all
social activities and sociai networks. He i left isolated til] he has performed the

Birte Dobur.

2. Taleog Ui (Worship of the heavealy gods.)

This ritual of Teleng —L7 is performed w appease the gods in the heavens. It
is believed by the Mising people that the wreth of the Heavenly gods can bong
serious disaster to the agricultural products and livestock and their ves if they ane
not plegsed with them. They performed this riesal either st their agricultural fiehd,
residential houses or near their cowshed so that the gods spare them from thunder

baft or insects which destroy their agricultural products.

2 Uirgon — apit:

This riual is performed to propitiate the ancestors ot the dead. The Urom-
apin is perfortned at home to offer the dead ones with {oods and demiks, This ricual
is petformed sa that the dead ones are satisfied do not bestow any undesired affects

an e living pass Again, urom -apin for the accidental dead ones are performed

outside the residential houzes.



Somelmes (415 seen that a person desires 1o eat some things which are due

tp deficiency of certain minerals and vitamins; or due to under nuiftion. Such 2
situation 15 called a Doding (desire 1o sat} and as such & Doling U is performed,
Falling of saliva, absent minded, feeling of weakness etc. are some of the
symptoms for which 4 performance of 4 foling £ is done. Hence, in such a
sitiation 4 person’s medical condition 13 neglected and considered a2 a cause of the
desire to eat something and religious, 8o to fulfill the desire & meal s prepared
where a pig is killed in the name of the sick pecson. Large amount of pork meat is
offered to the concerted person in larpe sizes, cooked in different forms and

allowed 1o w2t
3. ¥aalo Bamid aod Yaalo lasang:

¥aako Bomid i9 performed for a person when he meets with some aceidents, seen
?:.1 accident case or Feared something. it is belizved ameng the Mising peapie that
z'r:*.m:h fearful vcuasions Lhe spirit of the person remains away from the person and
,iﬁ.pdﬂh necded 10 be called back, To pecform Lhe ritual of ¥Yaato Bamid, at the tajl

{:f;f.r hen i3 bw in ke band of the sick person which is later killed and served 1y

4 garson.



Case study-lii

Figure 3 :- Me and my Informant
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Household No.

Name of the infarmant
Education

Cecupatlan

AgE

San

rarital Status

Rellgion

Clan

Date

Plate

A short genealogy of intormant:-

CASE STUDY-it
69
tiayan mani Doley
HSLC Passed
Lultivatian
23 Years
Femate
Married
Hin.clu
Dodey
1862022

Ayengla Bali, Akajan

a0 28 - Os

Gl

G2

/X 1=The Eag's Father —in - Law
O i=The Egu'sidother-ir-daw
lf'l"n 3= Ego's Huzbend

O 4=The Ego

& 5= Ego’s Son
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Case Study-H

For my third case study, on 18 June, 2022 at 5.30 AM | along with my
classmates of sixth semester of the Anthroplogy department, Silapathar Science
College headed for the Ayengia Bali Village, Akajan for collection of information
for our special topics. | want Mrs. Nayanmoni Doley house. She iz a married
persan and stays with her mother-in-law , Husband and a Son. [ selected him as
an informant for my case study because she was a person of knowledge, kind
hearted and co-cperative and gave me some insight into the rites ang rituals of
Mishing tuiture. We had had a long time talk on the rites and rituals of the
mishing people of Ayengia Bali Village. | asked Mrs. Nayanmoni Doley if he rould
tell me the number of rituals performad by the Mishing pesple of her village. She
replied that there are various rites and rituals performed by the the villagers
depending ot certain gccasions while still many others are fixed on certain days
of the year. Mrs. Nayanmoni Doley said that besides Dobur, Taleng-Ui, Dodgang,
Urom Apin, Dolung Ui, Yaalo- Bamid and Yaalo iasang, there are also other rityals
which are common among the Mishing llke the Pide, Arig koson, Risto, Gupini Ui,
Kaina kaal, Pejab Ui, Nao bhat, atc.



- W F W W W W WY W WY W wr

-

Ul iy Pesguest hrs Nayanmoni Doley cried b Jebdsi me aboat sume of the nizugl

vinimnly practiced by the Mising people of i village i the llowing mapner
Pide

Fred s o overy common fual proctice of the Mising people, 11 s a mite ot
pesilicanon. I i perfonned in many occasions. For example when a baby is bom
ara aly s considered impare, and unwwchahilite s praciced. Atter tew Jdan -
thw Pide is performed and the mother amd the baby v anointed with Baly waicr

Vrin, before stockang new niddy grain in e pranan the Fide is done.
oalpine

FUakzine i g deatn ceremony peeformed b the Mising peeple. T o so-
caperiaiae Tl wieh cests many pigs and lovad beverases called the Ao an.
e Frares apow TS gt b periunmead s dia the soul of the dead attainm peace

~eanen. bur the nerlorating the Droadezives ull hin memibers ot the degd are TRl I,

e wecantan Boweter U they mighn be e whale village tak. past
e i the death cerctiony of the diseased  Foors b memier andd cvery g
xea tapilies ol i viilape curdribuie to nsect e necd Ao nectfonming the PETY TN,

N ey psteahiv e ceremmne ot e Qays e e das cidled Sie Yo

anor ol kin menthrs are expecked fo amse, the secomd the Drgena and the thind
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day the Jivari dolor on which the materual kins are served with a pig following a

rime of knowing each other.

Arig Fosan

This is an agricuitural hased ritaal. 1t is performed in the agricuitural felds.

it is performed for good cultivation and harvest. it is done w appease the gods 1o

spare from the avil eyes, An aler is prepared in the feld with bamboos sticks on

which chicken is sacrificed. During the ritual traditional rice beer cailed the Negin

apong 15 sarved with the chicken cury which was sacnbced to the gods, Mo tic: is

. served in this rial.
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CHAPTER -V

SUMMARY AND
CONCLUSION.



CHAPTER- ¥
SUMMARY AND COMCLUSION

Anthropology is the thorough and systematic study of human beings from
all sorts of aspects. it is very essential in understanding the perfect perspective for
the students of Anthropology. This yaar,2022, the department of Anthropalogy,
Silapathat Science Cotlepe, Sitapathar has arranged a3 field work for the students
of sixth semester students at Ayvengia Bali Village, Akajan in Dhemal district,
Ascam. An extensive field study was carried out continuously of seven days, which
started from 12 June 2022 and continued upto 18 June , 2024, In the present
report, a discussion is proposed o focus some aspect of the socio-culural life of
the Mishing tribe of Ayengia Bali Village. In the greceding chapters ! have made a
dotaited study about the socio-culturei aspects of the Mishing of Ayengia Bali
Village. in ralation to other topics maore investigattons were made on “Musica
nstruments of the Mishing”. In addition to data collestion made on through
shservation and interview, a few concrete case for the above mentigned topic
was 3lso collected from the people of the village. First chapter deals with the
intraduction of the field methodology. In the next chapter, | have discussed the

village foatures including the size and settlemant.



matier of the viliage Ir also wcivdes the goneral n:u:in-h-ialﬂfi-.;a! I:rac_kgmum:‘ A
e peeople, physical fealures, 2w, 2nd conlains sone socin relivions aspeots of (e
people. The third ehapte ot domographic pan. The fourth chapter inciudes the
special topic. Tho {asi chapter e this chepter deals with the summan ang

conclusion, held diary and Riblingraphy

The sunmnary and conciusion gral ol iy chapeer bigidhighns soapre of i

salient feptures in the field work,

One mein comminity of et s the Misng populauon mainly tniabis she
Kalvan Kendra Mising vdlage. Many of thes have moved inte the il
Jiffupenl times lrem vanous other arcas and districts. Most ol thern are o
villages on the north bank of river Brahmaputra in the districs of  Dhemad s
have mgratest 10 the village duc 10 flond and other reasons like service and

business and {or the better educarion of their chilidren

The mothar tongue of the Misings is Mising lanpuage whick belones 11 e
Tibete-Buwrman tsuistc groap. They also spoak Assamese, Hireds, Benga and
some of them car alse spesk Eaglish. The climatioc condition of the Kalyan
Kendra Mising Gaon 1» alse samc with Bwe aiker pans of Dhemaji districe. Most of
the prople have their agriculural land away from the village. The village 15

densely populated ik tunce only kivicu garded are practiced among them  The



supply of eleciricity covers the whole village, Majority of the
farnilies have modern electranic amenties like television, radip,
sound systam, freeie and teiephones, etc. Motorbikes and cars
are also coremon among the villagers. School buses,
autorickshaws, electronic rickshaws aiso ply in the village as a
means of transportation.

Traditicnally the women of the vilage wear their
tragditional dress and ornaments but the impact medernization
is observable in their dress pattern. Males usually wear the
traditional dress during festivals and ritual Gecasions. Regarding
occupations most of the people are either Government
servants or businessmen. Very few are agriculturists by
occupations.

The ecanomic condition of the village is quite good, As

per analysis it s seen that that the number of earning members
in the populatien is quite high.

The village is educationally well developad, Almost ali
male and female members of the village are literate. The rate
of iliiteracy is very litthke. Many graduates and Post graduates
are also seen in the village. Nowadays people have become
conscious about quality education and are educating their
young children in the best schaots of the area. Many have sent
their children for higher education,



to ather places outside the district and also other states like
Delhi, Punjab Bangalore, etc.

Regarding the family pattern of the village, it is found
that the famikies are of nuciear, joint and extended typas.

The system of property inharitance is pairiarchial. The
descent is always traced through the male. So they are
patrilineal. Generally the eidest male or the fathet is the head
af the family and regarded as the highest authority.

Ac pnarriage s concerned, monogamy is the general rule,
but petygamy is also allowed among the Mising community.
Thera are four types of marriages found among the Mising,
They are namely, marriage by efopement, marriage by
nepotiation, force marriage, probationaty marriage. It is
patrilacal in nature. The bride price or dowry system is not
practiced.

From the study of material culture in respect of the
house fype the Mising are well known for their Chang Ghar, the
hause on pile. The people of the village generally have Assam
rype or Concrete RCC buildings houses. But have canstructed
their kitchen on pile [Chang Ghar). The granneries are also byilt
on pite. Almaost all of the families have atleast one Chang Ghar
behind the main house. Only few families have house made of
bambao built on pile as main house,



- - L - - - - - - - L} - L -

It i5 seen that the WMising poopfe of thic village live a middie
ciass lives. They are much hetter in living standard than the
other Mising populations in cther backward areas, Their special
teaditinnal customs and other such characterstics are
noticeable in the religicus and social practices.

The present study is very preliminary in nature. However,
{5 very interesting and educative study through wanich | was

apie ta notice the development and changes regarding their
sducation, economic status and socic-cultural aspects of the

peopte of this village in particular and the Misirgs as a wheole in
general. An extensive study is necessary ta know thoroughly

ahput them.
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