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PREFACE

Anthropology is the science which deals with the comparative study of
man a5 a physical and cultural being.
It has main two branches:

1} Physical Anthropology and I} cultural Anthropology.

)] Physical anthropology is concerned with a man as a physical organism
in time and space. Here time means the stages of development of man
in process of evolution during period of time, space rafers to the
differentiation of the physical typesin

modern man living in different parts of ithe world.

1) Cultural anthropology is concerned with the study of man as a cultural
betng, his work, behavioral pattern, the knowledge of life pattern and his

society,

Wwe are provided with theoretical background in classroam lecture. As
such the students of Anthropology are required to verify their
anthropological knowladpe

by undergoing some training t.e. a trip to fisld which is an essential part
of Anthropology. Anthropology is a field science. 5o field is the actual
laboratory of it. To have 2 proper practical experience we are to stay in
the midst of peaple, observing them and thelr activities in their natural
settings, which is supplemented by interview and other anthropological
method. We have undertaken the field study among the Mising tribe of
Ayengia Bali Mising Village, Silapathar in Dhemaji district of Assam.
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Chapter-1i

INTRODUCTION
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tNTRODULCTION

Anthropology is the science of man. But this meaning is too broad
and general. To be more precise, it is the science of man and his work
and behavior. The term “anthrepalogy” has been derived from two
terms "anthropos” meaning - man and "logos' means study. Thus
anthropolagy is the study of man. According to Radcliff Brown, "if we
define anthropology as the science of man and human life in all its
aspects, then it is obvious that psychology as the study of human mind
and behavior, must be included in anthropology hetween human biclogy,
which deals with man's physical aspects, and social or cultural
anthropology which deals with his own sacial life."

Anthropology studies maa ard his varied ma nifestation in time
and space over a period of little more thah one hundred years of its life,
the discipline is distinguished itself reasonably well, both In term of
systematic attainment of knowledge as well asin application to the
service of the mankind.

An Anthropologist collects data by direct observation and interview as
well as other procedures involving field investigations. Anthropologists
not only study the people but also they share with them thalr life
experiences, eating, laughing and crying, etc.

The origin of medern anthropologica! thoughts is usually
attributed to major British, Armerican, german and Franch scholars of the
19" century. The horizan of the subjects experience and impressive
expansion and diversification in the second World War under the
|eadership of ruth Benedict, Margaret mead {1946}, Alexander Leigton
{1945) and many others.

The conceptual underpinning of the study of the complex societies
developed under the guidance of Robert Redfield (1930). At present
anthropology practically studies all types of human cultures,
communities as well as their problems,

AnthropBlogy studies in the classroom as well a5 in the laboratory.
But the study of this science cannot be complete only by theoretical
knowledge wrltten In the books and lectures imparted by teachers
during class. The experimental obsarvation of practical support is always
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needed in the study of science Moreover, Anthropology, which deals
with the study of man and everything that concerned with him, can
never be completed without fleld work. Anthropologists studies and
compares the widest possible range of human pop ulation and human
societies of past and present, primitive and civilized, in all parts of the
world to determing the common and unigue social and cultural features
of man's behavior. The practical works of anthropalogists need intensive
study of particular pop ulation ot society, its interpretation and compare
it with other population or societies to abtain the common and unique
scientific theories. By knowing man we can more effectively understand
man's problem and to copa with them.

AIM AND OBIECTIVE:

crientific studles are never perfect until they are practically verlfied.
In every aspact of science practical knowledge is more valuable than
theoretical. Theoretical knowledge without practical is rootless and
practical knowledge without practical is fruitless. Therefore social
ccience ke Anthropology which deals with different aspects of man
comprises twe man's divisions theoretical and practical. More precisely
anthropelagy is not a labaratory science, its laboratory is field. Hence,
Faldwork in Anthropology is considered as practical aspects where
student are acquinted with a vast theoretical background by classroom
iectures.

in Anthropological fieldwork we chogse one cammunity for our
study, which is very much necessary. Through this we can understand
the social and cultural aspect of a particular community. The principal
aim of fieldwork is to acquire practical idea of the work and to becoms
expert and eminent fleldworker of the subject. Experience of flieldwork is
the basic thing to make him or har best social scientists.

The primary ebiective of the field training is to acquint the students
with tha specific method of collecting data regarding the various aspects
of life of the people concerned.

Another objective of the field training is to conduct ethnographic
spot investigation on a group where correct information of particular
topics like iteracy, material condition etc. are taken. Thus fleld training
gives praper understanding of the subject of anthropological fact, which
i5 absotutely essential. Therefare, fieldwork becomes of very important.
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The fieldwork is included In the B.Sc. sixth semester syllabus as a
compulsory study. We are to submit a report on a particular community,
which requires a student to undertake a trip for at least 15 days
preferably in a tribal village.

SELECTION OF FIELD:

Fieldwork is an anthrepological tradition which provides empirical
experience of *other culture”. The study of culture requires a systematic
and scientific approach which can anly be verified by undertaking an
intensive figldweork. Keeping this point in mind one academic curriculurn
is 30 destgned to provide us with firsthand experience in the field. Thus,
in order to partially fulfill the requirement assigned in the sixth semester
syltabus we are to undertake a field study in a tribe or a peasent village
but due to time constraint we could not go to distant place ta do our
field work. Tharefore, keeping in mind the time and convenience we
idantified the Ayvengia Bali Gaon at Silapathar. Hence, as suggested by
the faculties of the department a pllot survey was conducted and found
to be ideal field for the student of sixth semaster.

JOURNEY TOQ THE FIELD:

On 14 of June, 2022 morning we made all arrangement for the
field wark. The Journey to the Ayengia Ball village was an enjoyable and
exciting one. Our team of 14 students along with our teacher-in-charge
nr. Naba Kr, Pegu sit, gathered at the Department of anthropology at
g:00am. We started our journey at 9:00am and about 9:30am we arrived
at our camp.

SELECTION OF INFORMANT:

For collectlon of household information | interviewed mostly the
head of the family as my informant. If the head was not available | took
the help of the elders of the family to fill the schedules. On special topic,
) selected the knowledgeable persons of the village as my informant.
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FIRST DAY IMPRESSION:

Today, the 14" lune, 2022, we started our first day field work with
our teacher Mr. Naba Kr. Pegu sir at Ayengia Bali Gaan, Silapathar in the
district of Dhemali Assam.the village is predominantly inhabited by the
Mising tribe. The village is adjacent to the Silapathar town and is
connected to the town through various lanes, We met many pzopla who
could tell us about the history of the village as well as gave us
information abaut the growth of the village. After surveying the entire
village, our teacher in- charge divided us into twe groups. With cur
group | filied up my survey schedules in two hours. The villagers were
very hard working and co-operative. They were of various occupations.
We got very good respanse from each and every household. It was at
2.00 P.M when we return to our base camp.

In short my first day imprassion about the field was good and
satisfactory.

METHODS AND TECHNIGUES:

since the objective of field work was to acquaint us with the use of
methods and techniques in the field, these twa aspects were given
primary importance in the field. Methods and techniques are arbitranly
used as synonymous though we might use the term to refer to the
overall systematic approach to the problemn of field work and to broad
scientific principles in the right of which ethnographic approaches this
task. Techniques might be used to refer rather the ways of dealing the
minar day to day problems which confront a field worker in carrying out
his work on the spot | Peddingtan, 1957).

For collection of data, | used the following methods:

i. Scheduls method/ Census Mathod
i, Case 5tudy method

i, Interview method

lv. Observation methad and

v. Genealogical method.
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Schedule Method:

in order to get the general idea of social and demographic status of
the village we used census methad and as such household census were
use to record door to door infermation of family size, clan, marital status,
and distance, level of education, occupation, land holding, vestock and
the knowledge of secondary language, etc.

1 used this method as the first method in the fleld for collection of
socle-economic information of the villagers. | filled the survey schedules
at the very beginning of my field study,

Case Study Method:

The case study research has been one of the Important methods of
social research. It has been traditionally a method of qualitative analysis.
Mr. Herbert Spencer, Mr. Fredrick La Play and Dr. William Healy were
the pioneers of the case study method. Dr. Willlam Healy used case
study method to study Juvenile delinguents as the population of the
study.

Accarding to P.V. Young ,"Case study is 8 method of exploring and
analyzing the life of a social unit - be that a person, a family, institution,
cultural group or even an entire community” {Young, 1962; 228},

Interview Methaod:

Interview is one of the important tool of social research. Interview
must be combined with schedules, In other wards interview is a
technigue used to administer the schedule, The parsan giving interview
is cafled an interviewee, varied types of data can be gatherad intensively
and extensively. Besides, intervlew is a3 means for assessing the
personality of the respondent.

yaung defines interview as, "an effective infarmal verbal and non-
verbal conversation initiated for a specific purpose and focused on
certain planned contaln areas.”

| employed this methad at the time of generating census and during
my callection of infarmation on my speciat topic. Following this method |
put the questions face to face at the same time | noted all the reguired
information.
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Observation Method:

Chservation mean to see things with a purposs. It consisted of facts
which are in the direct knowledge of the investigators. Observation is
perception with purpese, observation is regulated perception.in
observation, anly the relevant things are taken into account.

tn participant observation the observer takes the part in the social
evants. When the observer does not actually participate in the activities
of the group, but simply observes them from distance it is known as non-
participant observation [Bajpai: 184).

During aur field study | used non participant observation method.
At that time no social events were performed by the villagers. Therefore,
| was not able to employ myself participating n any events of the
community.

Interview and gbservation methods were simultaneousty used to
gather information on our specially assigned topics. Case study methods
were used to collect information on assigned cases. Genealogical
method was used extensively to collect data on kinship and family.

Genealogical method:

Genealogical method which is known as G.T methad was
discovered by U.H.R Rivers in the study of Melanesian society. This
method 15 vety useful In the study of kiBnshipo, family and marriage.
Thus, In the study of sogial structure this method has a great relevance,

There are some specific symbols which are used this method and
these are given below:

A - For Male
O - For Female

- For Affinal or Marital Tie
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- - For Consanguine Tie

t - Forthe Line of Descent

& - Used for Dead

The abbreviation used in the mapping of kinship are as follows:

Father = Fa
Mother = Mo
Husband = Hu
wife = Wi
Brother = Bo
Sister =5
Son =50

Baughter =Da

Ega is an important male or female informant through which the
relation is traced in the genealogical table method | tha Makhan, 1924).

SELECTION OF THE INFORMANTS:

i have selected my informers while collecting my census survey
schedules. | have selected the genuine persons who know their cultural
pattern and tra dition and thelr social institution,
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A SHORT DESCRIPTION OF THE LAND:
ORIGIN OF THE NAM OF THE VILLAGE;
HISTORY OF THE VILLAGE:

<o far as the history of the village is concerned, t is in obscurity
whatever data we could unearth with regard to this is only through oral
tradition of the people which is the only available source. How far

authentic this one is cannot put a guaranteg,

The story goes in the following manners,

The village Ayengin Bali Gaon derived its name from the
inhabitants of the village as majority of them are Misings. The present
location of the village was once an open agricultural field. Gradually
from the [ast two decades people from the flood affected areas came in
to settle while many others built their homes to educate their children
while sorme others due to their services. Since then the village have

turned into a densely populated village now called the Ayengin Bali Gaon.




LOCATION AND BOUNDARY:

TOPOGRAPHY:

The topography of the village is flat. The area s characterized by
agricultural land, usable Jand, and homestead and bambao groaves. The
scil types sandy- and alluvial. The nature of the soil is sticky when wet
but hard when dried. The ground water is generally found at shallow

depth and mostly less than 10 meters.

HYDROGRAPHY:

The main source of water for domestic consumptian in the village is
tube wells which are installed by the villagers themselves at thair own
costs. Other than these, no any other source supplied by government is
conspicuous. Many families, who are affordable, have electrical driven

pumps 50 as to avail runring water facility in their household,

For agricultural purposes on the other hand, people derived
necessary water from summer rains which is unpredictable in nature.
There i5 a drain running through the Silapathar town and passes by the

southern border of the Ayengin Bali Gaon.
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CLIMATE:

The climate of the village can be divided into two seasons, hot and
muoist surmmer and dry cold winter. The village and the surrounding area
varies from moderate to cold with medium to heavy rainfall. The winter
seasons starts from the month of Qctober to March. The Monsoon
usually starts from the month of April to July. The autumn and spring
weasons are usually marked by favarable modarate weather. The climate
of this village is suitable for the cultivation of varieties af crops. The

village is rich in its natural resources.

FLORA:
The village is rich in floral resources, ane can fin vegetation fuxuriantly
hoth natural and planted. 5ome of the names of the demesticated plants

with local names have been recerded as follows: -

English Name Local Name
Jackfruit Belang
Betel Nut Guye
Mango Ked

hMaize Tepang
Chilly Mirci
Banand Kopak
Fumpkin Tapa

grinjal Begena
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FAUNA:

& rich variety of birds and domestic fauna are found in the village.
The comman domestic fauna seen in the village are cow, goat, cat, dog,
plg, hen, duck, pigeon, etc.

some of the fauna avallable in the village have been collected

which are given helow with local names:

English Name Local Name
Goat soben
Cattle Sobo

Foul Porak
Buffalo Menjek

Pig Aeg

Fish Onge

Duck Pejak
Figeon Parong
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TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATION:

The means of transport and communication in the village not very
much well develop. The Link roads from the Mational Highway to the
Akajan Tiniali run just along the Ayengia Ball Gaon on the southern
horder. Many of the families own motorbikes and cars.

Mobile phones are used by almost every grown person of the area.
Television are found in almost every household. The post office is
situated at the heart of the Akzjan which is just a kilometer from the

village.

ELECTRICITY:

The electricity is supplied frorm the Silapathar power station which
js just at a distance of 12 kilometer. There is a regular electricity supply
to the village though there are interruptions in between for few hours a

day.

SANIATATION:

ganitary system of the village is well developed. The toilets are
usually built at the back sides of the main housese. Most of them are
built on concrete sanitary toilets while only a very few are made of
hambaw huts. The families who are economically sound have sanitary
[atrine attached to their bathrooms.




A. IMPORTANT PUBLIC PLACES:
RELIGIOUS INSTITUTION:

There are two worshipping place in the village; a Naamghar. The

accasions like Kirton, Ali ai: Ligang etc.

Figure 1:- Naamghar

EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS:
There are two school one Ayengia Bali L.P. School. Other one is

Ayengia Bali High schoal.
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VILLAGE SHOPS AND MARKET:

There are few shops within the villages. They are also access to the
daily and weekly market at Akajan Tiniali which is only at distance of half

kilometer.

MEDICAL FACILITY:

There is a 200 bedded model Hospital at Silapathar which isata
distance of 12 kilometer from the village.

POLICE STATION:

The villagers of the Ayengia Bali Gaon comes under the Silapathar
police station. The Silapathar Police station is just at the vicinity of the
village; In distance it is 12 kilometer.

PLAY GROUND:

There is no any common playground of the village as such. The
children and youth play games in the paddy field during the winter and

in some open space of people’s courtyard.
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C.PEOPLE OR SHORT DESCRIPTION OF THE VILLAGE:
ETHNIC COMPOSITION:

The ethnic composition of Ayengia Bali Village is homogeneous.
alrmost all the inhakitants of the village are mishings, a tribal community
of Assarm. Cinly a few farmilies of Bengall and Bodo communities are seen

in the village.

PHYSICAL FEATURES OF THE PEQPLE:

The Ayengia Bali Village people belong to the mongoloid race. The
skin colors of these people are yellow pale. Epicantic fold in their eyes
are visible . Their structures are usually short to medium and few tall.
They have mesorrhine nose, coarse wavy and straight hair. They possess
hrown to black eye colour.

LANGUAGE:

The people of Ayengia Bali Village speak Mishing dialogue which
befongs to the Tibeto Burman linguistic group. Missing is the mother
tongue of the Mising peaple. They also speak Assamase fluently. Hind)

and English are also known to many of them as majarity of thern are

literate.

DRESS AND ORNAMENTS:

The Mising tribe has 1ts own traditional dress woven by the women
falk. Womnen usually wear their traditional Chadar - Mekhela, but the
male folk usually wear traditional dress oaly on certain festive occasions
ond during ritual ceremonies. The Mosang Egge, Perre, Potalietc are
important traditipnal dress of the Mising women. The male members

weat Mibu galuk, Gonro Ugon, and Ribi Gasor during festivals and other

5pecialcc-::aslnn5.



The ornaments of the wamen folk consists of Ear ring, Necklaces,

Bangles, Doksiri, Thuriya, hadali, &tc.

FOOD AND DRINK:

Rice is the staple food of the Misings of the village. The villagers
usually eat vegetables, pulses, wild roots and wild vegetables and leaves.
teat like chicken and park are very much liked by the people besides
fish and mutton. Mamsing is a very cornmon food iem of the Mising
pecple.

Nogin Apong and Poro apong are the traditional beverages of the
Mising people.every farnily prepare their own rice beer to be taken
during performance of festivals and rituals. Itis also a regular drink for
most of the Mising familtes. On speclal octasions they prepare dishes
(ike Peret Bying, Pittang oving, etc. pork is the favorite meat which

cooked with wild edible plants

MISING DWELLING:

fram the study of material culture in respect of the house type the
Misingsare well known for their Chang Ghar, the house on pite. The
pecple of the villagegenerally have Assam type or Concrete RCC
huildings houses. But haveconstructed their kitchen on pile (Chang Ghar].
The traditional Mising Pile House{Chang Ghar)is a long single hall; the
fire place in the middle of the hall. There is an open space Infront of the
house lacally called as the Tunggeng. The granaries are also built on pile.
ajmost all of the families have at least one Chang Ghar behind the main
house. Cnly few families have house made of bamboo built on pile as

main house.
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MISING FAMILY:

Traditionally the Misings are known for their jaint families. A
commor house is shared by a a whole family consisting of parents,
married sans and daughters. Even after the death of the father, the
family does not break up as a general rule but continues to live in the
same house as previously including the widow with her children.

In the present study | have found that the majority of the people of
the Ayengia Ball Mising village live in a small nuclear families consisting
of 3 married couple and their unmarried children. Regarding the family

pattern of the village, it is found that the families are of nuclear, joint

and extended types.

MARRIAGE SYSTEM OF THE MISINGS:

As marriage is concerned, monogamy is the general rule, but
polygamy is also allowed among the Mising community. There are four
types of marviages found amang the Mising. They are namely, Dugla
Lanam{marriage by elopement), Tadla Lanam{marrizge by negotiation),
sgla Lanamiforce marriage), Mags Dugnam(prabationary marriage). The
wisings are divided into number of clans and sub clans. Marriages are

strictly prohibited amaong the closely related clan and sub-clans. It is

patritocal in nature, The bride price or dowry system is not practiced.
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KINSHIP TERMINCLOGY:

Kinship terms are the terms used in designating kin of
various types. The study of kinship terms is an old as
anthropology as a modern science is the first significant
contribution not the study of kinship term are made by Morgan

who published his conclusions as regards the kinship terms. He

the descriptive system of kinship term.

under a classificatory system several people, lineal as

well as collateral and often even affinal, are all similar, Such

term refer more to relationship rather than to kin. Against this,

a descriptive term of designation describes the speaker's exact

3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
A made two broad categories of kinship viz. the classificatory and
*
4
3
3
'
A
v
'
A relation towards him/her whom he/she is referring to address.

Thus, 'uncle' is the classificatory term but father' is a descriptive

1erm. Rivers also refer to their family system of kinship terms.

' cuch term refers to the members of a single hiological family

L . ¥

j " individuals such as nephews, cousins, and the parson related

“ in-law are some examples of classificatory terms used by

7 madern wastern society.
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Following are some of the kinship terms which | have

found in Kalyan Kendra Mising village of Silapathar at the time

of field study.

Kinship Terms

Father

hWother

Father's father
Father's mMother
mMother's Father
Mother's Mother
S0on

paughter
arother (edler}
Brother {youngefi
sister (elder)
Sister (younger)
Husband

wife

Local Term

Babu
Auf Nane
Tato
Yayo
Tato
‘l’ﬁyu
Aan
Ome
Kai

Bira

Bai
Biro
Pdilo
Miveng
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PROPERTY INHERITANCE;
The system of property inheritance is patriarchal. The

descent is always traced through the male. 30 they are
patrilinea!. Generally the eldest male or the father is the head
of the family and regarded as the highest authority. The

oroperty of the Mising family includes the cultivated land, the

residence, the domesticated animals, ornaments, utensils,

money and dress ett.

DEATH:
The Mising people believe that death is not only the

result of diseases caused by the evil spirit but also an outcome
of the natural phenomenon. Death due to old age is regarded

25 a natural and action of God. Hence, when the head of the

family i5 bedridden and the death is certain his last wishes and

advices are sought by the family members. As a matter of role,

the relatives are informed and they are expected to arrive for a

condalence hefore the dead body is disposed off. The dead are

bhuried according to their will while alive.




Chapter-3

DEMOGRAPHIC
ANALYSIS




CHAPTER - 1ll

Demography is indispensable partin anthropological fleld study,
pecause with the help of demography many important information of

particular population are collected.

with the help of census farm provided by our department of
anthropalogy, We collacted much information like population patierm,
pﬂpulaﬂnn by age and sex, family type, family compasition, clan
compaosltion, occu patienal pattern and livestaock population, efc. are
represented in tabular form. Quantitative data are prasanted and

analyzed in different tabies.




Tahle No:-1

BHstribution of Population by Age, S5ew & aducation
Age lIEEzrata m-aryiw—wl Sectomdary VIl-X) Higher Secondayp[-A15) | Graduate Past Graduate
proup | Male | Femal | Teial (%) | Male | Femal | ol Male | Femal | Total (%) | Male | Fem | Tetal(3] | Msle | Fems | Total (%) | Make | Femal | Total
j e I e (%] " ale Ie £ |56}
04 11 |15 TEMLAD) | — — - _ _ _ - - - - - -
‘58 |9 5 151657 | 4 2 &2.63) |- — - -
ST - 2i0.87) 5 4 3i3.54) |4 5 e - - " " " " "
EECRE - - - - - 1 5 X394k |5 3 B(3.50) 1 1(0.43) -
24 | - 2 2087 - - - ; L] G 1438 |6 & 12(5.26) - - 1 1043}
2523 | 3 5 843 501] == [« z BZE3) | 3 5 Basm |4 1 5219 | - -
3034 |1 1 240.57) — — - 2 1 e F £[3.50} 1 1 A0ET | 3 - H1L3L
35-33 12 3 E[3.50) ~ - - 2 2 T E 2[0.67] " z A0ET | 1 - 1{0.43)
a0-a4 | 3 2 5219 - - - 1 2 ETTRERY] L 10,43 3 31,31 -
249 |~ |3 e E noa3l |3 @ dezsa |1 |z Jaiaw |1 |1 |esm |1 |- 10430
H-ig |2 L] (1.3 - - - 1 - o434 - 4{1.75) a0 1= FILTE I - -
EE 58 | — 2 2(0.27) — — — 1 043 |2 — 0ET) i — _ _ —
6064 | - 4[1.75} 1 - 1nodar |2 1 LA |- — _ _ - _ _ _ }
BECE | — — R P 1 1043F | - - _ Z _
074 1 | = 1j0.43} - - - - - ~ - - -
7579 |- 1 140.43) - - - - - . - — - — - ~
| 8083 | - - - - - - - - - - - - 2 - 2(0-87)
Total |38 |44 Ba3s.o8k (10 |7 17745 (280 | 28 SEf2456) (27 |21 28208 (11 & | 1r7as} |7 1 £]3.50
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Analysis:-
Distribution of population by age, sex and education are shown in this

table. The above table raveals that out of the total population of 228 the
number of illiteratas are 82{35.96). the number of illiteracy is higher among
the fermale which Is 44 while it is only 38 in case of the males. Of the total
population 17(7.45) have studied ugto Primary level, 56(24.56) have studied
upto Secondary and 48(21.05) upto Higher Secondary. There are 17(7.45)
Graduates and 8(3.5) Post Graduates in the Ayengia Bali Mising Village.
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Table No: 2
Distribution of population by marital status
Age Unmarried | Married Widow Total
Eroup | Male Female ' Total |% Wale '| Female | Total %% Male Female

-4 11 12 23 2323 |~ | - - - — -~ - |-
5-9 13 B 21 2121 |- -- — - — — -
L 10-14 12 11 23 23.23 |- ~ — —~ . — N
15-19 g 7 16 |16.16 |- - - — - - |-
20-24 a3 Z 10 10,10 |3 13 16 12.9 - - - —
25-25 a |- 04 404 [10 12 22 17.74 |- - - |-
30-34 1 1 02 2.02 12 7 19 15,32 |- an - -~
35-39 -— — -- - 7 9 16 12.9 — .- - -
40-44 - — - - o 5 11 3.87 1 - 1 20%
45-49 - — - -- o 10 16 129 -- — - -
S0-54 - - — - & 1 0 7.25 - 1 1 20%
55-55 -- - — - 2 3 05 4.03 -- — - -
5064 - - — - b 1 o7 5.64 - 1 1 20%
6569 |- - - - |1 - 01 0.08 |- - |- i~
70-74 - -- - - - — — -- 1 — 1 20%
75-79 an - - - -- — — - — — - -
BO-84 - - - — - - -~ - 1 - 1 [20%
Total 58 |41 99 99.99 |62 62 124 (9935 |3 2 |5 |100%




Analysis:-

This table shows the distribution of population of Ayengia Ball
village. Qut of the total population of 228, nu mber of unmarried male is
58 and female is 41, In which total 99 are unmarried and 62 males and
females in which total 124 are married. Percentage balng $9.99% and
59.99% respectively. Resides this only 5 are found to be widow,
tage heaing 100. the highast number of unmarried male is 13
which is found in the 2g& group of {529) years and unmarried female is
12, found in the age group of [024) years. And the highest number of
married male is 12 which is found in the age aroup of {30-34] years and
the hlghest number of married female Is 12, found in the age group of

|22-24) years.

percen
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Table No: 3
DAstribiutlon of population by 5ex and Clan Affiliatlon
| | Male | Female Total
S1NO. |l Name of Clan o % Ty % Ty ™
1 [Taw | 27 2268 |22 2018 |49 20.49
2 | Taid | 28 2352 |32 29.35 |80 75.30
3 Morang 16 132,43 13 11.92 29 1170
| 4 Daw 5 4.2 4 366 |9 3.94
& Kuli 4 3.356 4 3.66 8 3.50
B Pait 11 9.24 11 10.09 22 .64
7 Pegu & 5.04 4 3.66 10 4,38
8 : Doley 9 1.5kp q 8.25% 18 288
9 Bori 1 0.8 2 1.B3 3 3.30
10 Padi . 1 .24 4 .66 L 2.18
11 Taye 3 2.52 pl 1.83 [ 2.19
12 Medok & 5.04 1 091 Fi 3.15
13 Mishong 2 1.68 1 091 3 3.30
| Total 119 99.96 109 99.91 228 99,97
Analysis.:-

Distribution of population by sex and clan has been preserted in this table. The table reveals that there are 13 clans
in the village.The number of Taid and the Taw population stands highest with 60 and 49 numbers .In case of the Taid clan
the percentage is 25.30% and that of the Taw clan 20.4%%. The clans nemely Morang and Pait show considerable
percentage of the population which are respectively 11.70% and B.64% .The Mishang, Taye, Bori and Bori ¢lan constitute
the least number of population in the village.
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Table No: 4 !
Distribytion of Population by Sex & Occupation ;
| | Occupation 5
| i' Category | Male | Female | Total
No | % | No | % | No %
1 |Govt. Service |6 403 |2 1192 |8 3.50 ﬁ
2 Pvi Service - — - -- — -
3 | Agriculture 42 34.67 |1 096 |43 18.85
4 | Student 42 3467 |30 28.84 |72 3157
5 | House wife - - Lh +53.84 |56 24.56
6 | Buginess 18 1451 |3 2,83 21 9.21
7 | Dependent 11 RB? |12 11,53 |23 10.8
E | Politician 1 :0.80 |- — 1 .43
8 | Wage Labourer |4 3.22 |- - q 1.75
10 | Tailor - - - - — -
Total 124 09,97 | 104 99,97 (224 90,05
Analysis:-

This tabie shows the distribution of population by age, sexand category of primary occupation of the pegple of .
Ayengia Bali Gaon. Out of the total population 223, B{3.50%) are under Government Service as primary occupation, '
43{18.85%) are Agriculturist, 0 are Private Service holders, T2131.57%) are Students, 4{1.75%} are Dally wage labour by
primary occupation, 21(9.21%) are Businessrmarn, and S6{24.56%) are House wife amang females.
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Table No: 5
Distr]bution of Population by Sex & Knowledge of secondary
language
| g1, | Secondary Male Female Total
No | language No va No % No %
1 | Assamese 113 g2.08 | 102 TR2T | 215 &8.47
(2 | English 19 10,43 |7 530 |26 8.28
5 | Hindi 48 692 |22 1666 |71 22.61
4 | Bengal 1 054 {1 075 |2 0.63
5 | Other — = - - — -
| Total 182 |99.97 [132 [99.98 314  |99.99
Analysis:-

lan

The above table shows that there are 5 secondary

guages that people af Ayengia Bali Gaon can speak. The

number of languages spoken along with their percentages are

Assame

se - 215{62.08%), English - 26(8.28%), Hindi -

71(22.61%), pengali - 2(0.63%) and no other languages are

spoken.
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Table No; b
Distribution of Househald according to size
S| No. of , No, of
) Siza of howvsehold -
No. |individual families Percentage
[ 01 1-4 cmall 29 53
[ 02 5-G Medium _ 15 |30
02 7-5 targe B 12
04 7-8 very large 0
| Total 50 100
Analysis:-

This table shows the distributions of hausehold according
to size. It found that small families consisting (1-4) individuals
i comimon among the people of Ayengia Bali Village, number
of 20 and percentage 29% respectively. On the other hand
medium age family is 1% in number and percentage being 15%

respectively. Only & families are found to be large and O family

to he very [arge.
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Table No: 7

Distribution of Famllles according to possession of domestic
animals and birds.

. § farmili Total no. of
5| No. Dn.mestlc !m' of rarmiies | domesticated
animals & birds. | in possession rierals B bicds
1 | Catile 28 72{24.32%}
v, Dog 1% 16({5.40%)
3 | Pig 19 26{8.78%)
4 Duck C 11{3.71%}
5 FowTs 19 107(26.14%)
6 | Goat 14 49{16.55%)
7 Pigeon 1 3H1.01%)
8 Cat 9 12{4.05%]
Total 109 296{99,96%)
Analysis:-

dog

This table shows that there are & animals viz, cattle(72},

(16), pig(26), duck{11}, fowls{107}, goat(49}, pigeon(3] and

cat{12) that have been recorded in the village.
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Table No: 8
Sl No. Type Compesition No. Of|%Age
family
01 Nuclear hHushand, wife and 33 6%
unmarried children.
02 Husband, wife with 1
married and unmarried L4
Joint _child and grandchildren.
v Husband, wife and 5
married children. 1055
03 Husband, wife and their g
married child and 18%
grandchildren.
Extended Widow with  married 2
and unmarried children, 4%
— {Total 50 100%
Analysis:-

This table shows the distribution of the family according

to by

6{12%) joint and
Ayengiad Bali Village.

pe composition. In this table there are 33{66%) nuclear,
11{22%) extended families are found in the
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Table No: 9
Distribution of martial alliances according to spouse distance
Spouse
SINo. | yctance(km) No. of marrlage Percentage
B 0 _ ]
> 1-10 5 _ 8.06
3 11-20 4 B.45 “_
4 31-30 10 16.12
[4 3140 2 3.22
B 41-50 _ 4 £.45
7 51-60 10 16.12 5.
g 51-70 10 16.12 ]
q 71-80 0 0 !
0 | 8190 2 3.22
— 711 |  S51-100 15 24.19
12 | '_icn:l and above 0 0
| Total 62 86.05
Analysis:-

The table shows the distribution of families of marital
alliances according to spouse distance. From the table it is clear
that the marital according to spouse distance within 91-100 km
are highest with a total number of 15(24.19%) followed by
spouse distance of 21-30 km with a number of 10{16.12%}.
None has been found to have married within the village.
Martial alliances of spouse distance above 100km is also seems

ta be ril-
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Chapter-4

SPECIAL TOPIC




T

. L Y L T U Y T Y ST S Y TR | S TR T AT

w

R A B

L

Bamboo Crafts

introduction:
assam 1s rich in sylvan resources and most of its forests are richly

stocked with bamboos and canes of various species. Bamboo is a raw
material of great versatility and forms an integral part of life-style and

economy of Assam. Special mentian may however be made of the

forests of Mizo hills, NaDgacn and North Lakhimpur districts of Assam.

while touring in the hill districts, on sa metimes wonders at the vast

expanses of bamboo and cangs. The important species of bamboos of

economic value are the Muli [Melocanna bambusaides). Dalu

[tainastachyum dalloa). Khang (Dendrocalamus longispainus), Kaligoda
(Oxytenanthera nigrocialata), Pecha {Dendrocalamus hamilton), The

Muli and the Dalu have great commercial importance, the former for

pulping constructional and fencing purposes, and the later for the mat

and basket industey.

The making of bamboo and cane products is perhaps the most
universal of all te crafts practiced by a large number of artisans scattered
throughaut the state. It is practiced as a house hold industry and no
mechanical device is used. Cane and bamboo products are used for a

alde range of purposes and extensively used in every housghagld.
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Case Study - |

For oy first case study I went 1o the house of Mr. Uttpal Taw, wha is
married and according to custom stays with his wife and his family
members. Ha has three sons. | explained to the purpose af my visit and
the importance of bamboa craft among the Mising people of Ayengia
pali Gaon. | also requested him far his kind favour 1o help me write my
special topic on bamboo and cane craft among the Misings. He wasa
very kind and cooperatlve person. He agreed to glve Ihformation and
heip me document the importance of bamboo craft in day to day [ife of
the community. To him 1 put some guestions regarding my special topic.
M. Uttpal Taw said that bamboo and cane craft is ene of te most
ect in the life of the Mising people. From the birth till the
e of bamboa and bamboo product is an
indispensable material. inthe Mising culture the bambog may be
regarded as one of the most important element of the Mising material
culture. Starting from every ritual ceremony to agricultural and fishing
implements and construction of houses the bamboo is used in all
aspects of life. Hence hamboo and canes and their products are very

important i the life of Mising pecple.

irnportant 3sp
death ceremony the us

| Taw said that many articles used in day to day life of the
prepared from some bamboo species for specific

Iso named some of the bamboo names [ocally available
d by the community. 5ome of them are:

mMr. Lttpd
MIsing people
purposes. He @
and frequently useé

1, Jabi hah-thin and tall
3. pMukal pah-tall with close internodes

3. ghaluka pah-thich and hard with close internades

4. Bhatuki bah
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some of the bambao craft articlas which are commonly visible in the
houses of the Mising people are the korai, chalanl, passi, meyap, megap,
dola, gempa, jurki, epo, giri, pettir, etc.

Resides the above mention ed articles most important of all is the
traditional hauses and their granaries which are com pletaly built of
bamboo and canes. The traditional Mising house has ten layers In all

from the roof to the lowest level of the floor. Every layer is made of
bamboo pleces apd splits n different sizes. Some of the different
elemeants of 3 Mishing rraditional house are lakjun, kobkang. bener,
sotem, jopong: tarte, piso, perap. rapte, bangkung, kopkang, saal, etc.
Even. bambog wall, bamboo door, bambog rag, etc. are some of the
common articles seen in a Mising house. He also defined some of the
above mentioned bambooc articles commonly usad by the Mising people
of Ayengia Baligaon while canstructing a traditional

kouse are a5 follows:

1. Kobang - St€P of the house

2. Lpgfun - 8 long bamboo stick as a support while climbing a trational
House

2, Japong the horizontal lower support of the floor

3. piso - the floor made of bamboo splits

4. Bangkund - long bamboo pole acrass the upper case of the roof.

a platform over the fireplace

5. Perap -
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Informant:
Education:
Occupation:
Age:

Sex.

KMarital Status:

Religion:
Clan:
Date:

Place:

A short geneaciogy of infor

G0

;51

AN

Mr. Utipal Taw

H.S passed

Cultivatar

43

Male

Married

Hinduism

Taw

16/06/2022

Ayengiz Bali Gaon, Silapathar

mant:-

=
AN

3

T O
A,

/\,
JANgE
O =The Ego’s wife
2

A = Ego's Elder Son

3

A = Ege"s Middte Son

4

A = EEE"S You nger son
5
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Case Study - I |

3
3
3

For my second case study | went fo the house af Mr. Rabika Taw.
He is head of the famlly. | explained 1o her the purpose of my visit and
the importance of ba mboo craft among the Mising people of Ayengia
Bali Gaon. | also requested him for his kInd guidance to write my special i
topic on bamboo and cane craft among the Misings. He was a very kind .
and cooperative person. He agreed to give Infarmation and guide me in
documenting the importance of bambog craft in day to day life of the

community.

O ] SR P P

Mr. Rabika Taw said that bamboo and cane crafi is one of the
most imporiant aspects in the life of the Mising pecple. Fram the birth
till the death ceramony the use uf bamboo and bambon product 15 an |
indispensable material. In the Mising cutture the hambm:._ may be .
regarded as One of the most im portant element uf‘the Mising material
culture. Starting frem gvery ritual ceremony 1o ngltulltural and fishing
implements and construction of houses the hampnu i5 used in all
aspects of life. HencE bambaoo and canes and their products are very

important in the life of Mising people.

nr. Rabika T2w ¢aid that many articles used in day to day life of |
: gpared from some bamboa spacies far specific

i eaple Pr
the Mising P med some of the bamboo names locally available

 He alsoné )
pu;pfizsueﬂﬂ y used by the community. Some of them are:
an

1. Jati bahl - thin and tall
2. puka! pah - tall with close internodas

palika haft - thick and hard with close intemodes

3.0

come _rticles which are mfade from Iflamhmﬁ for agricuftural

. s are Difla, moi, €sa7h; faroil, biryn, pettum, tongal, hoti, dolg,

,mpierr."’-'“ ; gempa, pasl, etc. and some other articles like fui, chatam,
gt : irdang, tutok etc. some of the fishing implements of the

porans, i she also defi nad some of the above mentioned bamboo

o e e .
MlSITESI:‘;':::m only used by the Mising people of kalya Kendra Mising
..'I. ar'[_i{: L=

village-
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1. Tuli Basket for holding fishes while fishing

2 cholomi a type of sieve for catching fish

3. Porang-basket jmedium size) for trapping fish

hasket {medium size) for trapping fish

4, Turfi -
5. Dirdaing - basket flarge size] for tra pping fish
Name of the informant: Rablka Taw
Egucation: Illitrate
Occupation: Cultivator
Age: o0 i
SEX; Male
Marital Status: Married
Religion: Hinduistm
Taw
Clan:
Date! 17/06/2022
Place: Ayengia Baligaon, Sllapathar

A short geneolosy aof informant:-

A =The Ego
1
Q = Eao's Wife
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Case Study - 1li

st case study | went to the house of Mrs. Juli Taw, who |3
custom stays with her hushand and her famnily
members. She has a son. | explained to the purpose of my visit and the
importance of bamboo craft amaong the WMising people of Ayengia
Baligaon. | also raguested her for his kind favour to help me write my
special topic on pamboe and cane craft among the Misings. She was a
very kind and cooperative person. She agre ed to give information and
heip me document the importance of bamnbod craft in day to day life ef
the community. TO she | put s0mMe questions regarding my special topic.

Far my fir
married and according @

at bamboo and cang craft is one of the mast
important aspects i the life of the Mising people. From the birth till the
death. ceremaony the use of bam hon and bamboo product is an
indispensable material. In the Mising culture the bamboo may be
regarded as one of the most important element of the Mising material
cuiture. Starting from every ritual ceremony to agricultural and fishing
implements and construction of houses the bamboo is used in all

fa. Hence ba mboo and canes and thelr producis are very

o the life of Mising people.
I

Mrs. Juli Taw said th

w said that many articles used in day to day life of the
prepared from some bamboo species for specific
[g0 named s0me of the barmboo names locally avaitable

ced by the community, Some of themn are:

Nirs. T4
Mising people
purposes. she d
and frequently U

and tall

| with clos€
k and hard with close internodes

1. Jati pah-thin

al internodes

2. pMukal hah
3. Apoluko pah-thic

4. Bhafuki bah

made from bamboos for day i day house hald
5, meyap, Mmegap, dala, gempa, Jurki, epo,
ther articles like bamboo wall, bamboo door

re waral,
uses are - and some ©
parts of the Mising house.

ri, gttir et
E-zra;f rapie which ar€ some
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She also defined some of the pamboo articles commonly used by
the Mislng people of Ayengia Baligaon.

1, Gempa - bamboo hasket

3 jurki - basket used for trapping fish

3. Tasuk - basket for filtering the traditional beverage, the Porc apong-
LIa r

4. Prssi- ba sket for holding any types of materials

5 peftir- ifsa cheek house

6. Perg - it's @ hen hut
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Name of the informant: Mrs. Juli Taw
Education: literate
Occupation: Housewife
60
Age:
g Fernale
2x
Fried
Marital Status: ra
ligi Hinduism
Religion:
Taw :
Clan:
17/06/2022 !
Date:
Ayengia Ballgaon, Silapathar
Place:

A short B2 nealogy of informant

, @

A = The Ego’s Husband
1

o
2

AZ = Egn's Son
O = Ega's Daughter in Law
4
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CHAPTER - V
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION
Anthropology is the thorough and systematic study of human
beings from all sorts of aspects. |tis very essential in understanding the
perfect pe rspective for the siu dents of anthropology. This year, 2022
the department of anth rapology, Silapathar Science College, Si[a path:ar

has arranged a field work for the students of sixth semester students at
silapathar in Dhemaji district, Assam. An extensive

Ayengia Bali Gaon.
field study was carried out continuously of seven days, which started
nd continued upto 20th June, 2022, In the present

frorm 14th Jung 20228
roposed to focuss some aspect of the socio-

rapart, a discussion is P
cultural life of the Mising tribe of Ayengia Bali Gaon.

hapters | have made a detailed study about the

Ao cultural aspecis of the Ayengia Ball Gaan. In relation 1o other

topics more ivestigations were made on "Musical Instruments of the
llection made through abservation and

i1t the preceding

Misings”. In adgition to data €0
‘nterview, a few concrete cases for the ahove mentioned topic was also
le of the village-

collected from the peop

¢ with the introd uction of the field methodology
in the next chapter, | have discussed the village features including the ]
cjze and settlerment pattern of the village. It also includes the general
socio-histarical packground of the people, physical features, ete. and

] . pects of the people. The third chapter is
The fourth chapter includes the special tapic. The
ter daals with the summary and canclusion,

First chapter desal

aphiﬂ part.
e, this chap
d biblicgraphy.

the demogl
last chaplier
field diary an

ard conclusion part of this Chapter highllights some

The summary =
of the salient features N the field work.
that Is the Mising population malnly
Many of them have movedinto the

rious other areas and districts. Mast of
he north bank of river Brahmaputra in the
e migrated to the village due to flood and
and for the better educatian of

One main community of
i3 Bali Gaon.

inhabits the AYE =
village at different times from va
gillages on't

om are
ph hemail they ¥
and business

district of i
L like Service




& of the Misings is Mising language which

e T an linguistic group. They also speak

Assamese, Hindi, Bengali and some of them can also speak English. Th

climatioc condition of the Ayengia Ball Gaon is also same with the :;the

parts of phemaji district. wost of the peaple have their agricultural | EL

away from the village. The village is densely populated and hence r.-mEIIn
acticed among them. The supply of electricity !

kitchen garden are pr
lfage. Majority of the families have modem electronic

radio, sound system, freeze and telephones, etc
Motorbikes and cars are als0 COMMON AMCNE the villagers. School bfjse;
autorickshaws, electronic rickshaws also ply in the village 25 a means of ;
transportaticon. The Silapathar town is adjacent to the village to the west
and the nNational Highway 1o the east at a distance of half a kilometer.

The mother tongu
belangs to the Tibeto-Burm

covars the whabe vi
amenties like television,

of the village wear their traditional dress
modernization 18 observable in their dress
traditional dress during festivals and
ations rost of the people are either
very few are agriculturists by

Traditionally the women
and ornaments put the jmpact
pattern. pMales gsually wear the
rituzl occasions. regarding occup
Government 5€ ryants Or businessmen.
accupations.
of the village is quite good. As per analysis
of earning members in the population is

guite high-
well developed. Almost all male and

The village is ) . _
fornale members of the village are literate. Therate of illiteracy is very
little. Many graduates o Post graduates are also seen in the village.
Nowadays peoPie gung children become consere about quality

aducating their in the best schools of the area. Many
r educatian

EdUCHﬁDﬁE"'I’

aducation 20 a
sent their children tor highe

have




‘ Regarding the family pattern of the village, it 1s found that the
farilies are of nuclear, joint and extended types.

m of property inhe ritance is patriarchlal. The descentis
o rale. So they are patrilineal. Generally the

is the head of the family and regarded as the

The sysie
always traced through th
aldest male or the father
highest authority.

cernet, MONDEAMy s the general rule, but

4 among the Mising cammunity. There are four

d among the Mising. They are namely, marriage
ation, force marriage, probationary
The bride price ar dowry system is not

A5 mnarriage is con

polygamy Is also allowe

types of ma rriages foun
by eloperment, marriage by negot

marriage. It 15 patrilocat in nature.

practiced.
From the study of material culturg in respect af the housz type the
for their Chang Ghar, the house an plie. The

Mising are well known
paople of the village penerally have Assam type or Concrete RCC
put have constructed their kitchen on pile [Chang

buildings houses
Ghar). The granneresa
atleast one Chang _
hawve house made of bambod built on

re also built on pile. Almost all of the families
Ghar behind the main house, Cnly few familles
pile as main house,

en that the Mising people of this village live a middle class life.
ch better in living standard than the ather Mising

+ n othet backward areas. Their special traditional customs

hara-:terEtir:s 1re noticeable in the religlous and social

It is 52

The pr-ESEnt study is very preliminary in nature. However, it 5 very
ducative study through which | was able to notice the
rding their education, economic status

interesting and &
ot and chanBes regd
ple of this village in particular ard

f the ped
_cultural aspects ©
and $0¢10 whole in peneral. A

isings
the Misins Jghty about them.

n extensive study is necessary 1o
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FIELD DIARY

Date: 14-06-2022

As it had been earher scheduled, we accordingly arrived at our
department at around 8.00 A.M. in the morning for our fleld study at
Ayengia Ballgaon . Sifapathar. At S.00 A M. we set aut for the field and
reached our de ctination at 10.00 A M. On our flest day of Field study we
made oursalves farniliar with rhavillage and the villagers. We started our
hause hold survey. Having dane our field survey till 2.00 P.M. We came

to our camp from where we dispersed at 3:00 P. M.

Date; 15- 06- 2022
yand as it had been earlier scheduled, we
r department at around 8.00 A.M. in the
Ayengia Baligacn , Silagathar, At 8.00 AWM.
we set aut for the field and reached our destination at 10.00 A, M. On
our second dav of Field study we went 1o fill the house hold survey
<chedule forms for the rest of the village. We started our house hold

ne our field SUNVey til§ 2.00 P.M. We came 1O our camp

survey. Having do
from where W dispersed at 2.00 P. M.

Like the previous da

accordingly arrived at o
morning for our field study at

16-06- 2022
At 5.00 AWML W

the field and reached our destination at
1d study we went to fill the house hald
of tha village. We started our house
d various information on the day 1o day
done our field survey up 10 200 P.M
dispersed at 3:00 P.M. '

a st out for

10.00 A. p1.COn our chird day of Fie
survey sch edule forms? for the rest
hold survey-

MISINE
camp

we alsa collecte

; people Having
lives of the from where we

we came to our




Date: 17-06-2022

The gther days and asit had been garlier scheduled, we arrived at
Ayengia Baligaon, silapathar at 5.00 A.M. We started our house hold
survey. We concentrated our study the materlal culture of the Mising
people of the village. we gatherad information on agriculture, dress and
ornaments, festivals, house rypes,food and drink etc, Having done our
field survey till 2.00 P.M, We cams o our (amp from where we

dispersed al 3.00 P. M.

Date: 18 -06-2022

Today | woke UP at 6.00 A.M.in the moerning and finished my
washing before g 00 A. M. After breakfast, | started for the field and
roached there a1 9. A. M. As instructed and accompa nied by 5ir Naha
kurmar Pegu, the teacher In charge we started to sketch the village map.
we tried to capture sgme important photographs of the Mising material
cultural elements | rss and ormaments, house typesand
granaries, ¢t + 00 P. M. We reunited at the camp and left for our

respective homes 21 5.00 P. M.

as it had be on earlier scheduled, We ac:_:crdinglv arrivad at our
¢ around 8; A M. inthe marning for our field study at
o A.M, For my first case study | went
arried and atcording to
to the house & "0 0 e and his family members. He has three
ative person. Ta hirm | put some
to which he answered in this way. |

av :
sans He was @~ ¢ acial topic
w for almast 7 hours after which !

u stinnsregardm :
Eas an ipterac jon with Mr.Uttpal Ta

Jeft for our camp-

| e
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