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PREFACE

Anthropology s the science which deals with the comparative
studv of man as a physical and cultural being.
It has main two branches:

i} . Physical Anthropology and ii) cultural Anthropology.

Physical anthropology is concerned with a man as a physical
organism in time and space. Here time means the stages of
development of man in process of evolution during period of
time, space refers to the differentiation of the physical types in
modern man living in different parts of the world.

i) . Cultural anthropology is concerned with the study of man
as a cultural being, his work, behavioural pattern, the
knowledge of life pattern and his society.

We are provided with theorithical background in classroom
lecture. As such the students of Anthropology are required to
verify their anthropological knowledge

by undergoing some training i.e. a trip to field which is an
acsential part of Anthropology. Anthropology is a fleld science.
5p field is the actual laboratory of it. To have a proper practical
experience we are to stay in the midst of people, observing
them and their activities in their natural settings, which is
supplemented by interview and other anthropological method.
We have undertaken the field



study among the Mishing tribe of Ayengia Bali Gaon, Akajan in Dhemaji

district of Assam.
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INTRODUCTION

anthropology is the science of man. But this meaning is oo
broad and genaral. To e maore precise, itis the sclence of man
and his work and behavior. The terim 1anthropology” has been
derived from two L&rms nanthropos” meaning - man and
nippos’ MEans study. Thus anthropology is the study of man.
According 1o Radcliff Brown, " if We define anthropology as the
ccience of man and human life in all its aspects, then it is
obvious that psychology as the study of human mind

and behavior, mist pe included in anthropelogy between
human hiology, which deals with man's physical aspects, and

social or cultural anthropology which deals with his own social
life."

Anthropology studies ma¥ anid his varied manifestation
in time and space aver a periad of little more than one hundred
years of its iife, the discipling 15 distinguished itself reasonably
well, both in term of systematic attainment of knowledge 3s
well as in application 10 the service of the mankind.

An Anthropologist collects data by diract observation
and interview as well as other procedures involving field
ipvestigations. Aanthropologists not only study the pecple but

aiso they share with them their life experiences, aating,
jaughing and crying, elc.



societies to obtain the common and unique scientific theories.
By knowing man we can mare effectively understand man's
problem and to cope with them.

AIM AND OBJECTIVE:

scientific studies are never perfect until they are
practicalw verified. In every aspect of science practical
knowledge is more valuable than theoretical. Theoretical
knowledge without practical is rootless and practical
knowledge without practical is fruitless. Therefore social
science like Anthropology which
deals with different aspects of man comprises two man's
divisions theoretical and practical. More precisely Anthropology
is not a laboratory science, its laboratory is field. Hence,
fieldwork in Anthropology is considered as practical aspects
where student are acquinted with a vast theoretical
background by classroom lectures.

In Anthropological fieldwork we choose one community
for our study, which is very much necessary. Through this we
can understand the social and cultural aspect of a particular
community. The orincipal aim of fieldwork is to acquire
practicai idea of the work and to become expert and eminent
fieldworker of the subject. Experience of fieldwork is the basic
thing to make him or her best social scientists.



Figure:- Pilot survey with our Field in charge
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The primary ohjective of the figld training is to acruint the
students with the specific method of collecting datare garding
the various aspects of life of the people concerned.

Another objeciive of the field training is 10 conduct
ethnographic spot investigation ¢n @ group where corract
information of particular topics ke literacy, material condition
etc. are taken. Thus field training gives proper understanding of
the subject of anthropological fact, which is absolutely essential.
Therefore, fieldwork becomes of very important.

The fieldwork is included in the B.5c. sixth semester
syflabus as a compulsory study. We are to cybrmit a report on a
particular com munity, which requires a student to undertake 3
irip for at least 15 days preferably in a tribal village.

SELECTION OF FIELD:

Fieldwork is an anthropelogical tradition which provides
empirical experience of "other culture”. The study of culture
requires a systemnatic and scientific approach which can only be
verified by undertaking an intensive fialdwork. Keeping this
pointin rnind one academic curticulum is s¢ designed to
provide us with firsthand expenence in the field. Thus, in order
o partially fulfill the requirement assigned in the sixth
cernester syllabus we are to undertake a field.



Figure :- With our Field in charge ( Naba Kumar Pagu)
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ctudy in a tribe or a peasant village but due to time constraint wWe could
not go to distant place to do our field work. Therefore, keeping in mind the

fime and convenience we identified the Ayengia Ball Gaon at Akajan. Hences,
as sugges.ted by the facilities of the department a pilot survey was conducted
and found to be ideal field for the student of sixth semester.

JOURNEY TO THE FIELD:-

On 13 of Juneg, 2022 maorning we made all arrangement for the field
work. | reached at the Ayengia Bali Gaon at 9.30 am accompanied by teacher -
in- charge Mr Naba Kumar Pegu. since the village selected for the field study
Wwas at our vicinity it was not difficult for our journey. It was decided that the
residence of Ayengia Bali LF. school would be our hase camp. S0 We would
gathe-r at Ayengia Rali L. P. school every day in the morning and for there we
would disperse for our household SUMVEY: cimilarly, we would gather again in

the eve ning again from there we would leave for our respe ctive homes.

cELECTION OF IMFORMANT:

For collection of household information | interviewed mostly the head of
the family as my informant. If the head was not available | took the help of the
glders of the family to fill the schedules. On special topic, | selected the

kﬂﬂwmd geable persons of the village as My informant.



Figure:- Photo of Goan Bura
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(e minor day 1o day prolilems which confron: a field worker in carrying ou his
work on the spot | Peddinglon, 1957). For collection ol dara. | used the fpllowing

methods:

BouE ok B U oo T

1. Schedule method F Census Method

= ii. Case Study method

e

- i, Interview method

* &y Observaticon method and

- v. Geoealogical method.

4

“ Schedole Method:

-:a

£ In order to get the general idea of social and demographic status of the

A

. yillage we used census method and as such household census were use 10 record
|

'+ door to door information of family size, clan, marital stats, and distance , tevel of

A
. educal
A
i '.ﬂ,ngu'ngar efc.

o

ion, occupation, land holding, Evestock and the knowledge of secondary

1 used -this method as the first method in the field for colbection of socio-

A
A

nformution of the \r‘illngt:rs. 1 filled the survey schedules at the very

.‘J beginning of h}r field study.

-
£
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FIRST DAY IMPRESSION:

Today, the 13 June , 2022 , we start our first day field work with gur
teacher at Ayengia Bali Gaon, Akajan in the district of Dhemali, Assam. The
village is predominately inhabited by the Misking tribe. The village is adjacent
to the Akajan. We met many people who could tell us about the history of the
village as well as gave us information about the growth of the village. After
surveying the entire villaga, our teacher in- charge divided us into two groups.
with our group | filled up my survey schedules in five hours. The villzgers were
very hard working and co-operative. They were of various occupations. We got
very good response from each and every househoid. 1t was at 2.30 PM when
we return to our homes,

PMETHODS AND TECHNIQUES:

Since the objective of field work was to acquaint us with the use of
methods and techniques in the field, these two aspect were given primary
importance in the field. Methods and techniques are arbitrarfly used as
synoNymous though we might use the term to refer to the overall systematic
approach 1o the problam of the field work and to broad scientific principles in
the right af which ethnographic approaches this task. Techniquas might be
used to refer rather the ways of dealing.
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Case Study Method:

The case study research has been one of the important methods of
soctal research. It has been traditionally a method of qualitatlve analysis.
Mr. Herbert Spencer, Mr. Fredrick Le Play and Dr. Willlam Healy were
the pioneers of the case study method. Dr. Willlam Healy used case
study method to study Juvenile delinquents as the population of the

study.

Accarding to P.V. Young ,"Case study is a methed of exploring and
analyzing the life of a sacial unit - be that a person, a famlly, Institution,
cultural group or even ar entire community” {Young, 1962: 229),

interview Method:

Intervigw Is one of the Important taol of social research. interview
miust be combined with schedules. In other words Interview is a
technlque used to administer the schedule, The gerson glving Interview
is calted an interviewee, varied types of data can be gathered intensively
and extensively. Bes/des, interview Is a means for assessing the
personality of the respondent.

young defines Interview as, "an effective informal verbal and non-

verbal conversation Initlated for a specific purpose and focused on
certain planned contaln areas.”

| employed this method at the time of generatlng census and during
my coftection of information on my special topic. Following this method |
put the questions face to face at the same time | noted all the required
information.



Observation Method:

Observation mean 1o see things with a purpose. |t consisted of facts
which are in the direct knowledge of the investigators. Observation is
perception with purpose, abservation is regulated perception.in
observation, only the retevant things are taken into account,

in participant observation the observer takes the part in the sociat
avents. When the observer does not actually participate in the activities
of the group, but simply observes them from distance it is known as non-
participant observation {Bajpai:184).

puring our field study | used non participant obsenvation method.
At that time no social events were performed by the villagers. Therefore,
| was not able to employ mysetf participating n any events of the

community.

intesview and observation methods were simultaneously used to
gather information on our specially assigned topics. Case study methods
were used to collect information on assigned cases. Genealogical
method was used extensively to collect data on kinship and family.

Genealogical method:

Genealogical method which is known 35 6.7 method was
discovered by U.H.R Rivers in the study of Melanesian society. This
method is very useful in the study of ki8nshipo, family and marriage.
Thus, in the study of social structure this method has a great relevance.

There are same specific symbolfs which are used this method and

these are given below:

- For Male

O - For Female

- For Affinal or Marital Tie
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- - For Consangulne Tie

| - For the Line of Descent

& - Used for Dead

The abbreviation used in the mapping of kinship are as follows:

Father = Fa
Mother = Mo
Husband =Hu
wife = Wi
Brother = Bo
sister = 5i
son =30

paughter = Da

Ego is an important male or female informant through which the
relation is traced in the genealogical table method { Jha Makhan, 1924}

SELECTION OF THE INFORMANTS:

| have selected my informers while callecting my census survey
chedules. | have selected the genuine persans who know their caltural
;attern and tradition and their social institution,
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SHORT DESCRIPTION OF THE LAND

ORIGIN OF THE NAME OF THE VILLAGE
HISTORY OF THE VILLAGE :

5o far as the history of the village is concerned, it is in obscurity whatever
data we could unearth with regard to this is only through oral tradition of the

people which is the only available source. How far authentic this one is cannot put

a gu arantee.

The story goes in the following manners:

The village Ayengia Bali Gaon derived it's name from the inhabitants of the

village as majority of them are Mishings. Gradually from the last two decades
people from the flood affected areas came in to settle whileany others built their

homes to educate their children while some others due to their services. Since

the village have turned into a densely populated village now called the Ayengia

Rali Gaon.



CLIMATE :

The climate of the villape can be divided into two seasons, hot and moist
summer and l::||!"||r cold winter. The village and the sirraunding area varies from
moderate to cold with medium ta heavy rainfall. The winter seasons starts from
the manth of October to March. The Monsoon usually starts from the manth of
april to July. The autumn and spring seasons are usually marked by favorahle
moderate weather. The climate of this village is suitable for the cultivation of
crops. The vitlzge is rich in 1t's natural resources.

FLORA:

The village is rich in floral resources, one can fin vegetation luxuriantly both
natural and planted. Some of the names of the domesticated plants with local
names have been recorded as follows:-

English Name Local Name
lackfruit Belang
Betel Mut Guye
Mango Kedi
Pumpkin Tapa
Banana Kopak
Chilly Mirchi
pineapple Keteki
FALUINA:

A rich variety of birds and domestic fauna in the village. The common
dopnestic fauna seen in the village are cow, goat , cat, dog, pig, hen, duck, pigeon,

atL.
some of the fauna available in the village have been collected which are given

below with local names.

English Name Local Name
Hoat soben
COW Sobo

Foul Forok

pig Aeg

Figh Ongo

puck Pejab
pigeon EF;: rang
oos Mekuri

Cat



TRANSPORT AND COMMUNMICATION:

The means of transport and communication in the village not very much
well develop. The Link roads from the National Highway to the Akajan Tiniali run

just along the Ayengia Bali Gaon on the Southern border. Many of the families
own motorbikes and cars.

Mobile phones are used by almost every grown persan of the area.
Television is found in almost every househald, The post office is situated at the
heart of the Akajan which is just a kilometer from the village.

ELECTRICITY:

The electricity is supplied from the Silapathar power station which is just at
a distance of 12 kilometer. There is a regular electricity supply to the village
though there are interruptions in between for few hours a day.

SAMIATATION:

Sanitary system of the village is well developed. The toilets are usually built at
the back sides of the main houses. Maost of them are built on concrete sanitary
toilets while only a very few are made of bamboo huts. The families who are
ecanomically sound have sanitary latrine attached to their bathrooms.

A. IMPORTANT PUBLIC PLACE:
RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS:

There are two worshipping place in the village; a Naamghar. The occasions
like Kirton, Ali ai: Ligang etc,




EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS:

There are two school one Ayengia Bali L.P. School. Other one is Ayengia Bali High
school.
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EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS:

There are two school one Ayengia Bali L.P. School. Other one is Ayengia Bali High
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VILLAGE SHOPS AND MARKET:

There are few shaps within the villages. They are also access to the daily and
weekly market at Akajan Tiniali which is only at distance of half kitometer.

MEDICAL FACILITY:

There is & 200 hedded model Hospital at Silapathar which is at a distance of 12
kilometer fram the village.
POLICE STATION:

The villagers of the Ayengia Bali Gaon come under the Silapathar Police station.
The Silapathar Police station is just at the vicinity of the village; in distance it is 12

kilprmeter.
pLAY GROUND:

There is 5 any comman playground of the village as such. The children and youth
piay games in the paddy field during the winter and in some open space of
people’s courtyard.

C.PEOPLE OR SHORT DESCRIPTION OF THE VILLAGE:

ETHNIC COMPOSITION:

The ethnic composition of Ayengia Bali Village is homageneous. Almost all
the inhabltants of the village are mishings, a tribal community of Assam. Only a
faw Families of Bengali and Bode communities are seen in the village.

PHYSICAL FEATURES OF THE PEOPLE:

The Ayengia Bali Village people belong to the mongoloid race. The skin calors
people are yellow pale. Epicantic fold in their eyes are vislble . Their
s are usually short 1o medium and few tall. They have mesorrhine nose,
vy and straight hair. They possess brawn to black eye colour.

af these
stru cture
EGHI‘EE wa




LANGUAGE:

The people of Ayengia bali speak Mishing dialogue which
belongs to the Tiheto Burman finguistic group. Missing is the
mather tongue of the Mising people. They also speak Assamese
fluently. Hindi and English are alse known to many of them as
majority of them are literate.

DRESS AND ORNAMENTS:

The Mising tribe has its own traditional dress woven by
the women folk, Women usually wear their traditional Chadar -
Makhela, but the male folk usually wear traditional dress only
on certain festive occasions and during ritual ceremanies, The
mMosang Egge, Perre, Potali,etc are important traditional dress
of the Mising women. The male members wear Mibu galuk,
sonre Ugon, and Ribi Gasor during festivals and ather special
accasions.

The orhaments of the women folk consists of Ear ring,
Necklaces, Bangles, Doksin, Thuriya, Madeli, etc.

FOOD AND DRINK:

Rice is the staple food of the Misings of the village. The villagers
usually eat vegetables, pulses, wild roots and wild vegetables
and leaves. Meat like chicken



and pork are very much liked by the people besides fish and
mutton. Namsing is a very common food ferm of the Mising
people.

Nogin Apong and Poro apong are the traditional
beverages of the Mising people.every family prepare their own
rice beer to be taken during performance of
festivals and rituals. It is also a regular drink for most of the
mising families. On special occasions they prepare dishes like
peret Oving, Pittang aying, etc. park is the favorite meat which
cooked with wild edible plants.

MISING DWELLING:

From the study of material culture in respect of the
house type the Misings are well known for their Chang Ghar,
the house on pile. The peaple of the village generally have
Assam type or Concrete RCC buildings houses. But have
constructed their kitchen on pile (Chang Ghar). The traditional
mMising Pite House {Chang Ghar]is a long single hall; the fire
place in the middle of the hall. There is an open space infront of
the house locally called as the Tunggeng. The granaries are also
built on pile. Almost all of the families have at least one Chang
Ghar behind the main house. Only few familles have house
made of bambco built on pile as main house.




MISING FAMILY:

Traditionally the Misings are known for their joint
families. A common house is shared by a a whole famnily
consisting of parents, married sons and daughters. Even after
the death of the father, the family does not break up as a
general rule but continues te live in the same house as
previously including the widow with her children.

In the present study | have found that the majority of the
people of the Kalyan Kendra Mising village live in a small
nuclear families consisting of a married couple and their
unmarried children. Regarding the family pattern of the village,
i+ is found that the families are of nuclear, joint and extended

types.

MARRIAGE SYSTEM OF THE MISINGS:

As marriage is concernad, monogamy is the general fule,
but polygamy is also allowed among the Mising community.
There are four types of marriages They are namely, Dugla
Lanam(marriage by found among the Mising. elopement), Tadla
Lanam{marriage by negotlation), Sola Lanamiforce marriagel,
Mago Dugnam(probationary marrlage). The Misings are divided
into number of clans and sub clans. Marriages are strictly
pmhihited among the closely refated clan and sub-clans. it is
patrilucal in nature. The bride price or dowry system is not

pra::ticed.



KINSHIP TERMINOLOGY:

Kinship terms are the terms used in designating kin of
yarious types. The study of Kinship terms is an ald as
anthronology as @ modern scignce is the first significant
contribution nof the study of kinship term are made by tMorgan
who published his conclusions as regards the kinship terms. He
made two broad categories of kinship viz. the classificatory and
the descriptive system of kinship term.

Under a classificatory system several people, lineal as
well as collateral and often even affinal, are all similar. Such
+arm refer more to relationship rather than to kin, Against this,
5 descriptive term of designation describes the speaker's exact
relation towards him/her whom he/she is referring to address.
Thus, 'uncle' is the classificatory term but father' is a descriptive
term. Rivers also refer to their family systern of kinship terms.
such term refers to the members of a single biclogical family
individuals such as nephews, cousins, and the person related
in-law are some examples of classificatory terms used by
modern western society.

Following are some of the kinship terms which | have
found in Kalyan Kendra Mising village of Silapathar at the time

of field study.

kinship Terms Local Term

Father Babu




Mother

Father's father
Father's Mother
Mother's Father
Mother's Mother
San

Daughter
Brother [elder)
Brother [younger)
gister [elder]
gister (younger)
Husband

wife

Auf Nane

Tato
Yaya
Tato
Yayo
Az0
Ome
Kai
Bira
Bai
Biro
Milo

Miyeng



!
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PROPERTY INHERITANCE:

The systermn of property inheritance is patriarchal. The
descent is always traced through the male. So they are
patrilineal. Generally the eldest male or the father is the head
of the family and regarded as the highest authority. The
property of the Mising famnily inchudes the cultivated land, the
residence, the domesticated animals, ornaments, utensils,
money and dress eic.

DEATH:

The Mising people believe that death is not only the
result of diseases caused by the evil spirit but also an outcome
of the natural phenomenon. Death due to old age is regarded
as a natural and action of God. Hence, when the head of the
family is bedridden and the death is certain his last wishes and
advices are sought by the family members. As a matter of role,
the relatives are informed and they are expected to arrive for a
condolence before the dead body is disposed off. The dead are
buried according to their wilk while alive.
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Table No:-1
pistribution ef Population by Age, Sex & education
nee ]I rieerate Frimannly-vi} Seconrhary (V1153 Higher SecondanyX]-X1I) Graduata Post Graduate
group & Male | Femal | Total (%) | Wale | Femal Tokal Male | Femal | Totab(%) | Male | Fern | Total (%] | Make | Fema | Total (=) | Male | Femal | Tekal
" B %] e b in [ [RE)
04 11 15 ZE[11.40) .- - - - -- - — -
548 ] B 1%0a.57 + 2 B2163) - - — - -
1014 | 2 - 11087 3 4 HIgd) 4 5 9[31.94] - -
1519 “ - - il g 9(aa4] |5 3 8(3.50} 1 143 | - _ —
024 o - ) 10E7} - - & & 10[4.38] (6 & 125.26¢ | - - 1 1|43
2529 3 A B|3.50) - 4 . B[Z.53) 3 5 IR 4 1 5{2.15) - -
n3ia |1 1 20,37 - 2 t 313 |4 4 B(3.500 1 1 20er |z - ETRREST)
333 | 4 B ai3 b} - i 2 175§ 2 - 2(0.87) - 2 Mo 1 - 1[043}
ap-34q | 3 2 sl 19t - - 1 z L2 1 1i2.43) 3 - 1.33) - -
4544 3 LI 1 oA |2 3 E[7.54] 1 2 341.71) 1 1 HEET) 1 - 1(0.43)
SO-54 [ 2 1 3131y - 1 - s |4 - a[1.75) 2 - 2(0.57)
GE-53 1 BT - - 1 Unasp |2 - 2TEN - - -
BO-BA | 4 a{1.75) i Mea3] |2 1 |- - - - -
£5-50 - - ] 1143 - - -
74 | I - 1(0.43%) - - - — _
T5- 79 | 1(0.43) - - - - - -
8084 | — - - - - - - - - 2 - 200,871
Tolal | 30 41 21[35.55 | 10 7 17{1.45}) | 28 T E5(z8.%6] | 2T 2 4a[21.05] |11 6 11745 |7 1 8{3.50}




Analysls:-

Distribution of population by age, sex and education are shown in this
tahle. The above table reveals that out of the total population of 228 the
number of illiterates are 82(35.96). the number of illiteracy is higher among
the female which is 44 while it is only 38 in case of the maies. OF the total
papulation 17(7 .45} have studied upto Primary level, 56{24.56} have studied
upta Secondary and 48(21.05) upto Higher Secondary. There are 17(7.45)
Graduates and 8(3.5} Past Graduates in tha Ayengia Bali Mising Village.
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Analysis:-

This table shows the distribution of population of Ayengia Bali
village. Qut of the total population of 228, number of unmarried male is
.8 and female is 41, in which total 99 are ynmartied and 62 males and
females in which total 124 are married. Percentage being 99.99% and
99.99% respectively. Besides this only 5 are found ta be widow,
percantage being 100. the highest number of unmarried male is 13
which iz faund in the age group of (52%) years and unmarried female is
12, found in the age group of (024) years. And the highest number of
married male is 12 which is fourd in the age group of [30-24) years and
the highest number of married female is 12, faund in the age group of
[22-24) years.



Table No: 3

Analysis:-

Distribution of i d Clan Affiliation

Male Female Total
SIMo. | Name of Clan No. % No. a No. To
1 Taw 27 22.68 22 20,18 4G 20,459
2 Taid 28 23.52 32 29,35 Bl 25.30
3 Morang 16 13.44 13 1192 |29 11.70
4 Daw 5 4.2 L 3.66 2 3.94
5 Kuli 4 3.36 4 3.66 B 3.50
& Pait 11 24 11 10.09 22 8.64
7 Pegu B 5.04 4 .66 10 4.28
B Coley 9 1.56 9 8.325% 18 1.BR
9 Bori 1 0.84 2 1.53 3 3.30
10 Padi 1 0.84 4 3.56 5 2.19
11 Taye 3 2.51 2 1.83 ] 2.19
12 Medok b 5.04 1 091 7 316
13 Wishong 2 1.68 1 (.51 3 3.30
Total 11% 99.96 109 99.91 228 99.97

Distribution of population by sex and clan has been presented in this table. The table reveals that there are 13 clans
in the village. The numbear of Taid and the Taw populatian stands highest with 60 and 49 numbers In case of tha Talid clan
the percentage is 25.3(% and that of the Taw clan 20.49%. The cfans namely Morang and Pait show considerable
percentage of the population which are respectively 11.70% and 8.64% .The Mishong, Taye, Bori and Bori clan constitute
the least number of population in the village.



Table No:. 4
Distribution of Population by Sex & Occupation

51, Il Occupation
No Category | Male Female Total
Mo . No % No %

1 | Govt Service 3] 403 |2 1,92 3 3.50
2 | Pwt. Service - -- - — - s
3 | Agriculture 42 34.67 |1 0.9 |43 1885
4 | Student 42 34.67 |30 2B.84 |72 31.57
5 | House wife - -- 56 53.84 |5B 24.56
& | Business 18 1451 |3 2.88 21 6.21
7 | Dependent 11 8.87 |12 11.53 |23 10.8
B | Politician 1 0ag |- — 1 0.43
9 |Wage Labourer | 4 3.22 |- -- 4 1.75
1¢ | Tailor -- -n -- - - --

Total 124 99,67 (104 |99.97 [228 |99.95
Analysis;-

This table shows the distribution of population by age, sex and category orf primary occupation of the people of
Ayengia Bali Gagn. Qut of the total population 228, 8{3.50%) are under Governmert Service as primary pccupation,
A3(18.85%) are Agriculturist, ¢ are Private Servica halders, 72{31.57%) are Students, 4{1.75%] are Daily wage labour by
primary occupation, 21{9.21%] are Businessman, and 56|74.56%) are House wife among females.
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Table No: 5

Distribution of Population by Sex & Knowledge of secondary

language

5l. | Secondary hiale Femnale Total

No | language No % No % No %

1 [ Assamase il3 62.08 | 102 FRA7 215 6847

2 | English 19 1043 |7 5.30 26 8.28

3 | Hindi 49 2692 |22 1666 |71 220l

4 | Bengall 1 0.54 1 0.75 2 0.63

5| Other ~ - - — - -
Total 182 0997 1132 99.98 |314 99.99

Analysis:-

The above table shows that there are 5 secondary
tanguages that people of Ayangia Bali Gaon can speak. The
number of languages spoken along with their percentages ara
Assamese - 215(62.08%], English - 26(8.28%]), Hindi -
71(22.61%;}, Bengali - 2{0.63%) and no other languages are

spoken.




Table No: 6
Distribution of Household according to size

—_
No. | Size of household | M. | percentage
01 14 |Smal -5 T5&
02 5.5 | Medium TERRET
d3 7-3 Large 6 13
04 78 | verylarge 0

Total 50 100
Analysis:-

This table shows the distributions of household according

to size. It is found that small families consisting (1-4) individuals
is camman amoeng the people of Ayengia Bali Village, number
of 29 and percentage 29% respectively. On the other hand
medium age family is 15 in number and percentage being 15%
respectively. Only 6 families are found to be large and 0 family
to be very large.



Table No: 7

Distribution of Families according to possession of domestic
animafs and birds.

Sl No. Domestic No. of famllies :::L:;;:::e d
* | animals & birds. | In possession
P animals & birds

1 Cattle 29 72{24.32%)

7z |Dog 15 16{5.40%]

3 Pig 19 Z2E{8.78%)

4 Duck 3 11{3.71%])
B Fowls 19 107{36.14%)

G Goat 14 49{16.55%}

7 Pigecn 1 3(1.01%)

8§ |Cat g 12{4.05%)

Total 109 296{59.96%)
Analysis:-

This table shows that there are 8 animals viz, cattie(72],

dog(16}, pigi26), duck{11}, fowls(107), goat(49], pigean(3) and
cat{12) that have been recarded in the village.




Table No: 8

5| No. Type Composition No. Of | %Age
family
01 Muclear | Husband, wife and 33 -
| unmarried children. %
02 Huskand, wife with 1
married and unmarried 205
. child and grandchildren.
Joint
MM [Fusband, wife and 5
rnarried children. 10%
03 Huskand, wife and their g
married  child and 183,
ded erandchildren,
Exten widow with married 2
and unmarried children. 4%
Total L) 100%
Analysis:-

This tabla shows the distribution of the family according
to type composition. In this tabie there are 33(66%} nuclear,
B{12%) joint and 11{22%)] extended families are found in the
Ayengia Bali Village.




Table No: 9
Distribution of martial alliances aceording to spouse distance

S| No. di:::;im] No. of marriage Percentage
1 () -
[ 2 1-10 5 8.06
3 11-20 4 b.45%
i 21-30 10 16.12
S 31-40 2 3.22
& 41-50 4 .45
7 51-60 10 16.12
8 &1-70 10 16,12
q F1-80 0 0
10 B1-90 2 3.22
11 S1-100 15 24.19
12 100 and above a 1]
Total b2 99.95
Analysis:-

The table shows the distribution of farnilles of marital
alliances according ta spouse distance. From the table it is clear
that the marital according to spouse distance within 91-100 km
are highest with a total number of 15{24.19%)] followed by
spouse distance of 21-30 km with a number of 10{16.12%).
None has been found to have married within the village.
adartial alliances of spouse distance above 100km is also seams

to be nil.
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TRIDITIONAL DRESS AND ORNAMENTS AMONG MISHING
TRIBE:-

Introduction

Mishings are ane of the most joying and colourful tribal groups .
Mishing had its own religion known as the mighing Faith; Donyi [ Sun
} is the god of the mishing. They are mostly assimilated with the
Hinduism. People are mostly nan-religious as they are fun loving and
enjoy life at the fullest without caring much about strict religious
helief and practices amongst the mishing are the almistic.

Mishing has also been its own traditional dress and ornaments
known as the mishing Faith; Génarm Bamnarn. They are used it in
their function, occasion and rituals like Ali a: Ligang, Porag etc . But
mostly traditional mishing dresses are wear in Ali a: Ligang. Alsg they
are ornaments have thair own fragmented. Like some arnaments
was wear only married and upper class people, In following we
discuss about it briefly. Let’s know about somea of mishing traditional
dress of Male andd Female . The men of the tribe wesr dhoti, whatis -
cailed a Gorno Ugon that is a piece of cloth worn from the waist
down. Mibu Galuk is a shirt like a dress that is used by men to cover
thare upper body. The women of this iribe ara also simple dress
when it comes to traditional dressing. They also wear the Mekhala
Chador which is known as the Ege Gasor. Mishing dresses are so
colourful and looking so beautiful. Mishing traditional dress are
mastly have homemade in their own weaving handlooms, It's simple
in looking but other way it is difficult to making. In this earlier days
mishing people also wear western dresses and got modern. Bui they
did not leave or forgot their traditional dresses. Alsc the ornaments
coming in artificial in those earlier days. In Ali a: tigang all mishing
people like man, woman, children, grandmothers and grandfathers
all of these wear their traditional dress .
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Different types of cloths and garments of mishing tribes are
made in their handlooms with simple implements and equipments.
The varietias are seen in colour combination, designs displaying
aesthetic beauty. Most of the dresses are of multicolor with massive
designs except few are of single colour with simple or without
design. Colour selection is a centre of attraction of the mishing
fabrics. The mishing women develop their peculiar floral motifs from
the natural surroundings. Main items of floral matifs are flower, tree,
hird, creaper, and fish etc. The motifs are generally desgined in a
diamond, oval and geometrical shapes. Different apparals are used
on different occasions in the socio cultural fife of the mishing society.
somée tloths are used in day to day life some are used on certain
pceasions and seasons. Some cloths are used by only one sex and
some are used by hoth sexes.




Case study-I

Figure 1 :- Me and my Informant
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Name of the informant
Education

Occupatian

Age

Sex

Marital Status

Religian

Clan

Date

Place

A short genealogy of infarmant:-

GO &1 OE

CASE STUDY-I

57

Furnima Taid
H5LC Passed
House Wile
38 Years
Fernale
Married
Hindu

Taid
16-06-2022

Ayengia Bali, Akajan

AY:
A

: O 2=The Ego

1= Tha Ego’s Husband

O 3= Ego’s Daughter

O4= Ego’s Daughter

O 5= Epo’s Daughter
& 6=Ego’s San




CASE S5TUDY-I

For my first case study, on 16 June , 2022 at 9:30 am | along with my
classmates of sixth semester students of the Anthropology department |,
Silapathar Science College headed for the Ayengia Bali Village for collection of
information for our special topics. | went Mrs, Purnima Taid house. She is a
married person and stays with her husband and children. She has tree Daughters
and one Son. | selected her as an informant for my case study because she was a
person of knowledge, kind hearted and co-operative. | explained to her the
purpose of my visit to which she extended to co-operative and gave me some
information about mishing traditional female dresses. We had a long time talk on
the mishing traditional female dress of Ayengia Bali Village.

| asked Mrs. Purnima Taid if she could tell me about mishing traditional
dress and ornaments. She replied, yes we have lots of types of mishing traditional
dress and ornaments. And she said about the dresses also said about its used
different time in different occasions. Then | asked Mrs Purnima the name of the
dress ornaments. And she replied me and tell the dress and ornaments name and
it details. | mention all of these in the following:-

Mishing Traditional Dress of Female and its used:-

Gero:- The design is always woven in the center of the cloth with red and black
rolours on white background. Gero is used to tie around the waist and chest on
top of Ege ( Mekhela)

Figure 1:- Gero.
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sori Potali- It is a kind to Gero, except that the body in this case is woven in check
with red , black and white colour also its design is simpler than gero the, It is also
used to tie around the waist and chest on top of Ege .

Figure 2:- Sori Potali.

Kegreg:- A piece of cloth wrapped around the busy. Mostly used by the old ladies
at home instead of Gasor ( Chador), It is plain in colour without any designs, but
with contrasing colours on borders and both the ends of the cloths.

Ku: Po:- It is a dupatta kind of fabrics used by grown up girls to wrap around the
hody beneath the armpits covering the upper part of the bady. The colour of the
ku: pob is mostly white, green or blue with contrasting borders,

Ege ( Mosang Ege) :- Ege is a lower garment worn to cover the lower part of the
body from waist to ankle level and two or three folds are given at the front waist.
Mishing women use different types Ege such as Mosang Ege , Geging Ege, Tapum

Ege etc.

Figure 3:- Mosang Ege.
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Mosang Gasor:- It is an upper garment worn with the Mosang Ege. The color and
design of the Mosang Gasor is similar to the Mosang Ege.

Figure 4:- Mosang Gasor.

Seleng Gasor :- The length is same as other Gasor . It is woven out of light cotton
yarn worn occasionally instead of a ri: bi or a Gaseng.

Pe: Re:- It is also a type of Gero. The cloth is designed with narrow stripes of red,
black , yellow , green and white colour with black or green border. Stripes of red
colour predominate to give out a redish appearance of the cloth,

Figure 5:- Pe:Re.

Po: Tub:- Used to cover the head during working time such as cooking, cleaning
house etc. It is blue or green is colour with white borders. The length of the cloth
is around three feet in length and one and half feet in width,

Differentiated from their used:-

Gero is mainly wear on marriage occasions and some in the rituals like
porag, Apin Biyod and Ali A: Ligang.

sgri Potali is also used in marriage occasions and also rituals like Porag, Apin Biyod
and Ali A: Ligang.




Kegereg is regular can used in all occasions, festivals and rituals in day by day but
it s mostly used by the married women.

Ki:Pok is using like dupatta for pirls and it i5 used in festivals and occasians like
Porag and Ali A: Ligang.

Ege is a regular using dress for women of mishing tribe by any occasions, festivals
and rituals. It is necessary to used for women's.

Mosang Gasor is is mostly used in festivals and occasians like Ligang and Porag.

seleng Gasor is mostly used by married women in lots of ritvals like Pejab Ui, Yaalo
Bamid etc.

Pe: Re is also a like a gero it is also used in lots of festivals, occasions and rituals as
same like gero.

Po:Tub is reguiar used by married wamen for cover the head during warking time
as cooklng, cleaning house ete.

In birth ceremony mishing women are mostly used white color dress fike Seleng
Gasor, Po:Tub, Mosang Gasor, Ege etc most are in white colors. And the Niesk is

used far carry the babies,

In Death rituals mishing women are mostly used white color of dress ke Seleng
Gasar, Po:Tub, Mosang Gasor, Ege ete most are in white colors,
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Figure 2:- ME AND MY INFORMANT
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CASE STUDY-I
Househoid No. 33
Name of the informant Lalit Taw
Education A Passed
Dccupation Gaanbura
Age 45 Years
SEX wlale
Marital Status Married
Religion Hindu
Clan Taw
Cate o 17-06-2022
Place Avengia Ball, Akajan

A short genealogy of informant:-
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The Ego’s Father {Death)

kJ
1]

The Ego's Mather
3= Ego's Elder brother
4= The Ego

5= Ego’s San
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6= €go’s Daughter
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Case Study- Il

For my second case study, on 17 June , 2022 at 9.00 AM | along with my
classmates of sixth semester students of the Silapathar Science College headed
for the Ayengia Bali Gaon for collection of information for our special topics. |
went to Mr. Lalit Taw house. He is married person and stays with his mother, wife
and children. He has a son and a daughter. Also his younger brother lived in his
same house. | selected him as an informant for my case study because he was a
person of knowledge, kind hearted and co-operative. | explained to him the
purpose of my visit to which the extended to co-operative and gave me
information about traditional dress and ornaments of mishing. We had a long
time talk on the topic of Mishing Traditional dress and ornaments.

| asked Mr. Lalit Taw if he could tell me the dress and ornaments by the
people used to cover their body of his village. He replied that Mishing people
have lots of their traditional dress and ornaments. He gave me details about the
dresses and ornaments. | tried to understand and | could understand from him
lilke Mishing male dress and ornaments. These are as follows:-

1. Mishing Traditional Male Dress:-

mibu Galuk:- It is simple sleeveless from opening jacket available in different
colours such as white, biack, red, green and vellow with different decorative
designs. It is won by all the male folks on festivals and socio cultural functions.
The Mibu- Galuk is sewn by hand only but the Mibu- Galuk is sewn by machine

als0.

Figure 6:- Mi Galuk
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Tapum-Gasor{ Eri Shawl):- A kind of shawl type cloth woven from hand spun eri
silk yarn and worn for getting warmth, Both warmth in winter, Both plain Gasor (
shawl) and designs with simple motifs sahwls are available.

...... - s

Figure 7:- Tapum-Gasor

pumer:- A kind of cloth similar to Gamusha in Assamese culture, The dumer is
basically white in colour with the border in red . Beautiful geometrical and floral
matifs are worked as cross border at one or both as hang around the shoulder in
special occasions and used in day to day life as turban cloth, towel etc.

i ||
d 8
Pl g

Figure 8 :- Dumer

jinrek or Togani Dumer:- It is a piece of cloth a kind to Dumer but a little longer
and wider. Traditionally is white in colour with motifs of flowers, bars and
diamonds designs are worked in red colour at both ends. It is tied as a girdle at
the waist over Galuk and Gorno Ugon ( dhoti).

Figure 9:- Jinrek or Tongali Dumer
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Erkok:- It is maflar, hang around the shoulder. Woven in red colour, such as
black, white, yellow, etc the stripes may be thickly or thinly placed transversely

over whole length of cloth.

vgon( dhoti}):- It is a lower garment white in colour. There are two types of ugon.
One is simple Ugon without dsegins used in day life and the other is Gorno Ugon
with thinly placed decorative designs won as loin cloth on Socio- Cultural and

Figure 10:- Erkok

religious functions.

2.5

Figure 11 :- Ugon

OME SPECIAL TYPES OF MISHING DRESS:-
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Gadu:- A kind of hand woven quilt, papularly know as Miri-Jim used in the winter
season to keep the body wormth in the cold night. It is made by ginning and
spinning of pure cotton fibre in special type of loom with some special traditional
implement. The gadu is different in both front and back side. One is the furry
front surface and the other side is the back rough surface without furry. Generally
the cloth is first woven in narrow width and then two pieces of such cloths are
stitched together by hand.

Figure 12 :- Gadu

Ri:Bi:- Woven with different stripes such as red, black and white, The stripes are
distributed through out the body at regular intervals. Simple designs of zig-zag
lines and diamonds with red coloured thread woven at both the ends of the cloth.
warn by the young girls on top of Ege on special occasions such as Ali a: Ligang ,
porag and other important cultural functions.

Figure 13:-Ri:Bi

Gaseng:- Similar to Ri:bi Gasor but different in colour combination. It is basically
made with red coloured thread giving intensively red look. Narrow stripes of black
and white thread are sparsely woven in transverse direction over the body of the
cioth. F oral and geometrical designs with red colored threads are workeg at both
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the ends of the cloth, It has important Cultural significance and used by both male
and female as shawl on special occasions,

Figure 14:- Gaseng

yvambo:- A special kind stripped piece of cloth. Basically the cloth is white in
colour with dsegins of red colors spreading over the whole body of the cloth. It is
used as wedding sheet to escort and welcome the bridegroom and the bridge
during marriage ceremony { Da:to Midang).

pisek:- Nisek is a plain check material woven without designs. It is used to carry a
body, tied to the hack by a women while at work or during travel,

wr. Lalit Taw also gave me about the Mishing Traditional Ornaments.
Kongge, Turi, Lakpum etc.
Hence, here | get what he gave me about the ornaments.

3.Mishing Traditional Ornaments:-

Kongge:- It is a bangle worn at the wrist and is made of Silver. Kongge is round
in shape and no design is applied on it. There is a gap between the two ends of
kongge for easy put an or put off.
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Figure 15:- Kongge

Ain Kongge:- It is a Gold Bangles available in both round and flat shapes, Mostly
floral and geometrical designs are embossed on the surface of the Bangles.

"_F-

Figure 16:- Ain Kongge

Ga:Mkaru:- It is also a kind of bangles and is made up of silver. Designs of floral
and geometrical patterns are embossed on it. For the purpose of opening and
closing a pin with screw is used.

Figure 17:- Ga:Mkaru



Onsarmora :- Similar kind of ga: Mkaru. But the only difference is size and shape.
Onsarmora is made of both gold and silver.

Figure 18:- Onsarmaora

Lakpum:- About three inches of colorful yarns of cotton and wool are combining
together tied with two strong yarns. It is worn at wrist by Mishing girls during

dancing.

Figure 19:- Lakpum

Tadog and Dogne:- These are types of neck ornaments worn by the upper class
Mishing woven during religious functions. Made up of colourful bleads like yellow,
red, blug, white and black. Both are similar in colour but only difference is made
of bigger beads and dogna is made of small breads.
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Figure 20:- Tadog and Dogne

Takti:- Takti is the type of neck ornament where numbers of plant seeds are
combining together into a thread and worn by Mishing girls and women.

Ain a: Be - it is a Gold neck ornament made of red and gold beads with a gold
pendent.

Figure 21:- Aln a: Be

Murkong a: Be:- A type of flat necklace made of silver with red colored stones.

Figure 22:- Murkong a: Be




Chandoronghaar:- It is kind of silver ornament and is the longest among all
ornaments worn by Mishing community.

Baltag Dokasori:- Baltags are silver coins. Dokasari is kind of chain made up of
multi colored beads ( red and white ) with different sizes. The baltag is attached at
the center of the dokasori.

Figure:- 23:- Baltag Dokasori

Lingkar:- A kind of Assamese Golpota. Made of gold and silver and also made of
animal teeth like 5ite Torong { elephant teeth), Sumy A: ye ( tiger teeth) etc.

Figure 24:- Lingkar
Pisiring:- Means earrings and are made of gold, silver, copper etc with or without
come colored stones.




Kentu:- It is a kind of ear lobe made of both aluminum and copper metal. A layer
of gold is given at the one side of the kentu. Kentu is worn by old Mishing women
on religious occasions.

Turi:- It is also another kind of ear lobe little bit similar to the kentu and are
different in size and size and designs. It is made of gold and mostly worn by
married women.

Figure 25:- Turi

Takpor:- A type of ear lobe and is made of stems of small light plants. The shape
and size of takpor is similar to the kentu. Generally warn by old ladies.

Figure 26:- Takpor



Anguthi- Anguthi means rings warn &t the finger. It made of gold and silyer
containing stone or ather materlals like teeth of animals like 2lephant teeth, tiger
teeth, rhing teeth etc are fived the center of the Anguthi,




Case Study-III

Figure 3:- Me and my Informant
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Household No.

Name of the infermant
Education

Occupatlan

Age

S8

Marital 5tatus

Religion

Clan

Date

Flace

CASE STUDY-I

27

Kabery Morang
H% Passed
Dependent
17 Years
Female
Unmarried
Hindu
Morang
18-06-2022

Ayengia Bali, Akajan

A short genealogy of informant:-

AN

Gl 1|

- O

[

AP

Gl

9_

1= The Egt’s Father

2= The Mother

3= Ego’s Elder brother

OO

4= The Ego



Case Study- I1|

For my third case study, on 18 June, 2022 at 9.30 AM I along with my fellow
mates of sixth semester students of Anthropology department, Silapathar Science
College headed for the Ayengia Bali Village, Akajan for collection of information
for our special topics. | went to Miss Kabery Morang house. She i< 3 unmarried gir|
and she stays with her father, mothy and elder brother, | selected her as an
informant for my case study because she was a person of knowledge, king
hearted and co-operative, | explained to her the purpose of my visit to which she
extended to co-operative and gave me some information about Mishing
traditional ornaments.

| asked Miss Kabery Morang if she could tell me about the mishing
traditional Dress and Ornaments used by she's villagers. She replied that there
lots and various dress and ornaments of mishing and they are used it different
time and some are fixed time of mishing tribe. We had a long time talk about
Mishing traditional Dress and Ornaments. And they are using it occasions,
festivals and rituals like in the following:-

Differentiated from festivals, occasions and rituals--

1.Festivals or Functions:-

Mibu Galuk :- Mibu Galuk is mostly used in Festivals or functions like Alj A:
Ligang, Gumarak Soman, Bihu etc.

Tapum-Gasor:-In winter Festivals like Ali A: Ligang mostly used Tapum:
Gasor as Shawl. For Covering Neck and Head from cold in festivals.

Dumar:- Dumar commonly used in festivals like Ali A: Ligang, Gumarak
soman for some reason like showing their tribe, for giving someone special
person to respect in meeting etc.

Tongani Dumer:- Tongani Dumer is also used like Dumer but different is

anly in design.
Erkok:- Erkok is like a maflar, mostly used in festival hanging on neck or
shoulder. Recent days Erkok is commonly used by male and female in festival for

cover the neck. In all Festivals.
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Hgon:- It i5 also like a dhoti in Assam. Most of people used it in festivals
Some of people using it for Traditional dance, program, epr, 1

Ri:bi - Rizbi is also used in festivals by femal i
€5. Hanging on hand and ¢
the chest part. e

2. Decasions:-

etc. '

Tapurmn-Gasor:- Tapum-Gasar is alio used in marrfage and birthday
CEremony occasions.

Durner:- Dumer is alsa used |n marriage and birthday cera Mony occasions

Tonganl Dumer:- Tongani Dumetr s mostly used i marriage and iess used in
hirthday ceremony occaslons.

Erkok:- Erkok is also used in marriage and birthday ceremony occasions.
Ugon:- Ugon also used In marriage but ugon is only used by male.

Ri:bi :- Ri:bi is also used in marriage and birthday CEr2many oceasians.
3. Rites and Rituals :-

Mibu-Galuk - Mibu- Galuk [s mostly and commoply used in rituals ke
Dobur, Dodgang, Porag elc.

Tapum-Gasor:- Tapum-Gasar is also used in rituals like Dotbwr, Taleng-Lk
Rodgang etc.

Durrter:- Dumer [5 alsa used in rituals like Dobur, Taleng- i, Dodgang, Urom
etc.

TJongani Dumer:- Tongani Dumer is also used in rituals like Dobur, Taleng-
Ui, Dodgang, Porag etc.

Erkok:- Erkok is als0 used in rituals like Dobur, Dedgang, Urom, Taleng-Ui
etc.

Ugan:- Ugon is also used in rituals by male like Dobur, Taleng-ur, Dadgang, -

Urom etc.




4. Used of Ornaments:-

Kongge:- Kongge is used by Mishing woman's. Byt mostly married woman
are used it. And it's used commonly in occasions, festivals and rituals.

Ain Kongge - Ain Kongge is used by Mishing woman's. But mostly married
woman are used it. And it's used commonly in occasions, festivals and rituals. But
the Ain Kongge is used only upper class families.

Ga:mkaru :- Ga:Mkaru is mostly used for Traditional dance in like Ali A:
Ligang.

Onsarmora:- Onsarmora is used by Mishing woman's. But mostly married
woman are used it. And it's used commonly in occasions, festivals and rituals. But
the Onsarmora is used only upper class families.

Lakpum:- It is worn at wrist by Mishing girls during dancing festivals like Ali
A: Ligang.

Tadog and Dogne :- Tadog and Dogne is the upper class Mishing woven
during religious functions like Porag, Dodgang, Urom etc.

Ain a: Be :- Ain a: Be is used by Mishing woman's, But maostly married
woman are used it. And it’s used commonly in occasions, festivals and rituals, But
the Ain a: Be i5 used only upper class families.

Murkong a: Be :- Murkong a: Be is used by Mishing woman’s. But mostly
married woman are used it. And it's used commonly in cccasions, festivals and

rituals.
Takti - It is worn at wrist by Mishing girls during dancing festivals like Ali A

Ligang.
Chandoronghaar:- Chandoronghaar is used by Mishing woman's. But
mostly married woman are used it. And it's used commonly in occasions, festivals

and rit uals.
Baltag Dokasori:- Baltag Dokasori is used by Mishing woman's, pyy mostly
married woman are used it. And it's used commonly in occasions, festivals and

rituals. But the Baltag Doksori is used only upper class families.



Lingkar:- Lingkar s used by Mishing woman's. But mostly married woman
are used it. And it’s used commonly in occasions, festivals and Fituals. But the
Lingkar Is used only upper class families,

Pistring :- Pisifing is used by Mishing woman's. Commenly used pisiring
during functions, occasians and rltuals. '

Turj - Turi is used by Mishing womarn's. Byt mostly married wornan are
used it. And It's used commonly in oecasions, Festivals ang rituals. But the Turi is
used only upper class families.

Takpor :- Takpor is used by Mishing woman's. Byt mostly old ladies are
used it. And it's used commonly in occasions, festivals and rituals. But the Takpor
is used anly upper class families,

Anguthi :- Anguthi [s used by Mishing woman's, Commenly used Anguthi
during functions, gccasions and rituals.



CHAPTER -V

SUMMARY AND
CONCLUSION.




CHAPTER- v
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

Anthrapology s the therough and systematic study of human beings from
all sorts of aspeats. It is very essential in understanding the perfect perspective for
the students of Anthropology. This year,2022, the department of Anthropology,
Silapathar Science College, Silapathar has arranged a field work for the students
of sixth semester students at Ayengia Balf Viliage, Akgjan in Dhemaji district,
Assam. An extensive field study was carried out continuously of seven days, which
started from 17 lune 2022 and continued upto 18 June , 2022, In the present
report, & discussion is proposed to focus some aspect of the socio-cultural life of
the Mishing tribe of Avengia Bali Village. n the preceding chapters | have made 3
detailed study about the socio-cultural aspects of the Mishing of Ayengla Bali
village. In relation to other toples more investigations were made on “Musical
Instruments of the Mishing”™. In addition to data collection made on through
pbservation and interview, a few concrete case for the above mentioned topic
was afso collected from the peaple of the village. First chapter deals with the
introducticn of the field methodalogy. In the next chapter, | have discussed the

village features including the size and settiement.
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palierm of he viitage. I_l alse includes the general Snt.in-histmica'l backgraend of
the people, physical feateres, ewc. and conlains some socto-religious aspecis of the
people. The third chapier is Lhe demographic part. The fourth chapter includes the
special wpic. The las ¢chapler €. tus chapier deals with the summary and

conclusion, Aeld diary and bibliography.

The sunuiary amd conclusion part of this chapter highlights some of the
salient features in the field work.

{One main community of that iz 1the Mising population mainly inhabits the
Kalyan Kendra Mising village. Many of them have moved imo the village at
ifferem times from various olher arcas and districis. Most of them are from
villages on the rorth bank of river Brahmaputra in the district of Dhemaie they

nave migrated to the village due 10 flood and other reasons like service and

baISiness and lor the betier education of thetr children.

The mother tongue of the Misings is Mising language which belengs te the
Tibeto-Burman kinguistic proup. They also speak Assamcse, Hindi, Bengali and
- of them can also speak English. The climatioc condition of the Kalyan
Kendra Mising Gaon is also same with the other parts of Dhemaji district. Most of

the people have their agricultural land awsay from the village. The village is

densely populated ard hence only knchen garden are ptactived among them. The

- .
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supply of eleciricity covers the whole village. tMajority of the
families have modern electronic amenties like televisian, radio,
sound system, freeze and telephones, ete. Motorbikes and cars
are also common among the villagers. School buses,

autorickshaws, electronic rickshaws also ply in the viltage as a
means of transportation.

Traditionally the women of the village wear their
traditional dress and ornaments but the impact modernization
is observable in their dress pattern. Males usually wear the
traditional dress during festivals and ritual occasions, Regarding
occupations most of the people are either Government

servants or businessmen. Yery few are agriculturists by
occupations,

The economic condition of the village is quite good. As
per analysis itis seen that that the number of earning members
in the population is quite high.

The viillage is educationally well developed. Almost alt
male and female members of the village are literate. The rate
of illiteracy is vary little. Many graduates and Post graduates
are also seen in the village. Nowadays peaple have become
conscious about quality education and are educating their

young children in the best schools of the area. Many have sent
their children for higher education.

Y



to other places outside the district and also other states like
Celhi, Punjab Bangalore, etc.

Regarding the family pattern of the village, it is found
that the families are of nuclear, joint and extended types.

The system of property inheritance is patriarchial. The
descent is always traced through the male. So they are
patrilineal. Generally the eldest male or the father is the head
of the family and regarded as the highest authority.

As marriage is concerned, monogamy is the general rule,
but pelygamy is alse allowed among the Mising community.
There are four types of marriages found among the Mising.
They are namely, marriage by elopemant, marriage by
negotiation, force marriage, probationary marriage. It s
patrilacal in nature. The bride price ar dowry system is not
practiced.

From the study of material culture in respect of the
house type the Mising are well known for their Chang Ghar, the
house on pile. The people of the village generally have Assam
type or Concrete RCC buildings houses. But have constructed
their kitchen an pile [Chang Ghar). The granneries are also built
on pile. Almost all of the famiiies have atleast one Chang Ghar
behind the main house. Only few families have house made of
hamboa built on pile as main house.



it is seen that the Mising people of this village live a middle
class lives. They are much better in fiving standard than the
othar Mising populations in cther backward areas. Their special
traditionat customs and other such characterstics are
noticeable in the religious and social practices.

Tha present study is very preliminary in nature. However,
it 5 very interesting and educative study through which I was
able to notice the development and changes regarding their
aducation, economic status and socio-cultural aspects of the
pecple of this viliage in particular and the Misings as a whole in
general. An extensive stu dy is necessary to know tharoughly
about them.




Date - 14/06f 2022

On 14 June 2022,The first day of my field trip. | woke up at 7.00 am and got
freshup. | was very much excited for the field trip. And so on | took a fresh bath
and had my breakfast at 8.00am . After that | took my materials required for
my field. At sharp 9.30am we were asked to present on silapathar Highway No
56 road. We were there for all my friends had gathered in silapathar Highway.
when our sir came all of us went for field study. After that our sir divided all
the students in 2 groups and asked each group to collect the census data from
the mishing families residing the village.

Date- 15 /06/2022
Like the previous day and as it had been earlier schedule, we accordingly

arrived at our destination at 9.30 in the morning for our field study at Ayengia
Bali village silapathar. We set out for the field and reached our destination at
10.00 am. On our second day of field study we went to fill the house hold
survey schedule forms for the rest of the village. We started our houses hald
survey. Having done our filed survey till 2.00 pm we came to our house 3.00pm

Date —16/06/2022

As it earlier schedule, we accordingly arrived at our destination at 9.30 am in
the moming for our field study at Ayengia Bali village silapathar at 10.00 am
for my first case study | went to the houses of Mrs. Purnima taid, who is
married and according to custom stays with his wife and his family members.
He has a daughter and a son. He was a very kind and cooperative person,

Date—17/06/2022

For my second case study , | visited Mr. Lalit Taw house on 17/06/2022. She is
married and lives with her husband and family members. She has two
paughters. She was very co- operative and a helpful person, She honestly
responded to my questions | put forwarded to her about the preparation and
use of the locally prepared beverage among the mising commonly known as
the Apong.

Date- 18/06/2022

For my third case study, | visited Mrs Kabery Morang ‘s house on 18/06,/2022.
Who is married and according to custom stays with his wife and his family
members. He has a daughter and a son. He was a very kind and cooperative

person.
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